
 

 

During the week of June 
13th, I audited a seminary 
course, partially in-person 
and partially remotely, enti-
tled, “The Apocrypha and 
the Christian Church.” The 
course was taught at Trinity 
School for Ministry (TSM) 
in Ambridge, PA. The pro-
fessor was Rev. Dr. David 
deSilva of Ashland Seminary 
where he serves as the Trus-
tees’ Distinguished Profes-
sor of New Testament and 
Greek.  

I chose this seminary be-
cause I had previous contact 
with it when I served as a  
pastor in nearby Beaver 

Falls, PA. I have taken 
courses there before and 
also attended conferences 
there. The seminary has a 
reputation for orthodoxy 
w i t h i n  t he  E p i s c o -
pal/Anglican communion. 
The seminary is also a rea-
sonable 4 hour and 30 mi-
nute drive from Rochester.  

You may be wondering why 
I chose to take a course on 
the Apocrypha of all things. 
It does seem like an odd 
choice given these books are 
not part of the canon for 
Reformed Christians. Thus 
the question, “Why Study 
the Apocrypha?” is a rea-
sonable one to ask. In the 
remainder of this article I 
will try to answer it, at least 
in part. 

First, it should be noted that 
about two-thirds of world-
wide Christians treat most 
of the Apocrypha as canoni-
cal (Catholic, Eastern Or-
thodox). That alone renders 
the subject matter relevant 
to understanding Christiani-

ty. Of course, Reformed 
Christianity is part of the 
one-third of worldwide 
Christians who do not treat 
the Apocrypha as canonical. 
However, while we reject 
the canonicity of these 
books, many Protestant Re-
formers viewed the Apocry-
pha as valuable historical 
documents. For example, 
the Belgic Confession refer-
ences them in Article 6 stat-
ing, “The church may cer-
tainly read these books and 
learn from them as far as 
they agree with the canoni-
cal books” and Martin Lu-
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ther stated this regarding the 
value of the Apocrypha, 
“These are books that, 
though not esteemed like 
the holy Scriptures, are still 
both useful and good to 
read.”  

One of the reasons the 
Apocrypha is “both useful 
and good to read” is that it  

give us insight into the his-
tory and concerns of Jews in 
the period between 300 BC 
and 70 AD. Sometimes we 
refer to this as the 
“intertestamental period” or 
“Second Temple Period.” 
Thus, one reason to study 
these books is to better un-
derstand the cultural, reli-
gious, and political milieu in 
which Jesus conducted his 
earthly ministry.  

Now, in the previous para-
graph I used the word 
“history,” but it would be 
wrong to think of these 
books as historical in the 
same way as a modern work 
of history. One of the things 
I learned in my class is that 
the Apocrypha includes a 
great deal of selective re-
crafting and reconstituting 
of biblical history. In other 
words, portions of the 
Apocrypha represent a 
“rewriting” or “retelling” of 
the Bible. This is one of the 
reasons why the Apocrypha 
was excluded from the can-
on. A great example of this 
“rewriting” of biblical histo-
ry is the apocryphal book 
known as “Greek Esther.” 
The Bible, of course, in-
cludes the book of Esther 

(known as “Hebrew Es-
ther”). What “Greek Es-
ther” endeavors to do is add 
a series of additions to the 
story which, to oversimplify 
it, seek to “fix” some of the 
problems pious Jews in the 
inter-testamental period had 
with “Hebrew Esther.” If 
you want to read Greek Es-
ther, you can find it at this 
link:  

https://www.biblegateway.c
om/passage/?search=Greek
+Ether+1&version=NRSV
A 

The value of studying the 
Apocrypha is that the re-
writing of Jewish history 
cues the reader into the 
mindset of pious Jews dur-
ing this period. We learn 
their concerns and religious 
priorities. Thus, the Apocry-
pha tells us something about 
the nature of the Judaism 
that Jesus encountered and 
which are reflected in the 
canonical Gospels.  

This insight into intertesta-
mental Judaism provided by 
the Apocrypha also helps us 
to avoid a particular inter-
pretative error regarding the 
New Testament, namely the 
error of assuming that the 
Judaism Jesus encountered 
in the Gospels was equiva-
lent to the Judaism of the 
Old Testament. As most 
Christians are aware, there 
are hundreds of years be-
tween the end of the Old 
Testament and the begin-
ning of the New Testament. 
During this period, Judaism 
evolved and changed in 

many ways. Thus the Juda-
ism Jesus encountered in 
the 1st Century was not 
equivalent to the Judaism of 
the Old Testament. The 
benefit of studying the 
Apocrypha is that it gives us 
a more accurate picture of 
the Judaism that Jesus was 
dealing with in the Gospels 
and this comparison reveals 
that the distance between 
Jesus’s teachings and 1st 
Century Judaism was not as 
extreme as we have some-
times previously suggested it 
was.  

Another benefit of studying 
the Apocrypha is that it 
helps us to better appreciate 
the origin and nature of Je-
sus’s teachings. Sometimes 
we fall into the error of ig-
noring the fact that Jesus, as 
fully human as well as fully 
divine, actually learned 
things. Luke, of course, 
makes reference to this real-
ity in Luke 2:41-52 where 
we find the young Jesus in-
teracting with Rabbis. 
Sometimes we think he was 
teaching them, but it is quite 
likely that Jesus was also 
being taught by them. Jesus 
grew in wisdom. He attend-
ed Synagogue. He learned 
from other Rabbis. While 
his teachings were unique in 
many ways, the Apocrypha 
reveals that some of his 
teachings were built upon 
already well developed rab-
binical ideas. Perhaps the 
most striking example of 
this can be found in  the 
teachings of Ben Sira which 
were collected in the apoc-
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“These are books that, 
though not esteemed 
like the holy Scriptures, 
are still both useful and 
good to read.”  

 Martin Luther 



 

 

ryphal book known as 
“Sirach” (a/k/a Ecclesiasti-
cus or the Wisdom of Jesus, 
Son of Sirach).  

Sirach is the longest book in 
the Apocrypha (51 chap-
ters). It is a book of wisdom 
that is reminiscent of canon-
ical books such as Proverbs 
and Ecclesiastes. Here are a 
couple of examples of the 
similarity between the teach-
ings of Ben Sira and Jesus: 

Sirach 29:9-12 Help the 
poor for the command-
ment’s sake, and in their 
need do not send them away 
empty-handed. 10 Lose your 
silver for the sake of a 
brother or a friend, and do 
not let it rust under a stone 
and be lost. 11 Lay up 
your treasure according to the 
commandments of the Most 
High, and it will profit 
you more than gold. 12 
Store up almsgiving in your 
treasury, and it will rescue 
you from every disaster; 

Matthew 6:19-20 ‘Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; 20 but 
store up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 

Sirach 7:14 Do not babble in 
the assembly of the elders, 
and do not repeat yourself when 
you pray. 

Matthew 6:7 When you are 
praying, do not heap up empty 
phrases as the Gentiles do; 

for they think that they will 
be heard because of their many 
words. 

There are many other simi-
larities between the teach-
ings of Ben Sira and Jesus. 
The connection between the 
wisdom of Ben Sira and 
Jesus also demonstrates that 
Jesus’s teaching style of tak-
ing the Old Testament law 
and extending it and ex-
panding on it was not novel 
as Ben Sira did it as well. Of 
course, Jesus’s extending 
and expanding of the Old 
Testament law, particularly 
in the Sermon on the 
Mount, was much more 
radical than what we find in 
Sirach, but the method of 
teaching was nonetheless 
present before Jesus. It 
would be wrong, however, 
to simply assume that Jesus 
copied the teachings of Ben 
Sira. Jesus’s teachings cer-
tainly reflect some similari-
ties with the teachings of 
Ben Sira, but, thankfully, 
Jesus also rejected much of 
Ben Sira’s “wisdom,” partic-
ularly his views of women 
(especially daughters). The 
fact that Jesus rejected these 
portions of Ben Sira’s wis-
dom is also quite theologi-
cally significant and insight-
ful. What Jesus chose to 
retain and build on from 
Sirach and what he chose to 
reject both serve to help us 
better understand the theol-
ogy of Jesus. In the end, the 
most significant difference 
between the teachings of 
Jesus and Ben Sira is that 
the former are the Word of 

God while the latter are re-
flective of human wisdom 
which is both valuable and 
often tragically flawed. 

After reading this article, I 
hope you have a little more 
understanding of, and ap-
preciation for, the Apocry-
pha. I certainly do after tak-
ing this course. As always, I 
am grateful for these oppor-
tunities to set myself apart 
to learn more about God, 
his Word, and biblical histo-
ry. If you would like to learn 
more about the Apocrypha 
and its value to Reformed 
Christians you can check 
out this helpful article: 

https://tabletalkmagazine.c
o m / p o s t s / s h o u l d -
p r o t e s t a n t s - r e a d - t h e -
apocrypha/ 

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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“What Jesus chose to 
retain and build on 
from Sirach and what 
he chose to reject both 
serve to help us better 
understand the 
theology of Jesus.” 
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“Let the children come 
to me, and do not stop 

them …” 

GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) 
Year-end Event—May 11 

GEMS Girls' Clubs is a place to belong, and at club, girls are welcomed into a vibrant community of 
mentors and peers who genuinely care about them. GEMS is an exciting, safe environment for girls to 
learn about God, His Word, and His world. Girls in club are organized into small groups with one leader 
(counselor) for every six to eight girls  

 



 

 

Page 5 Church L i fe   

Cadets (Calvinist Cadet Corps) 
Pinewood Derby Fundraiser—May 18 

“for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom 

of heaven belongs.”  

The Calvinist Cadet Corps (CCC) is a non-denominational, non-profit Reformed Christian organization 
that equips men to mentor boys. The ministry establishes clubs primarily in churches. Clubs meet week-
ly or biweekly and participate in Bible study, crafts, projects, games, and merit badge achievement pro-
grams that explore a boy’s specific interest areas.  



 

 

During the last week of June 
and early July I am helping 
Ann Michele Bouwmeester 
and the youth record some 
skits of the parables of Je-
sus. The recordings will be 
used to help teach the Bible 
lessons during Kids' Camp 

(August 15-18). It would be 
more accurate to say that 
Ann Michele and I are the 
ones just supporting the 
youth, since they are truly 
taking ownership of all the 
acting, recording, planning 
and prop gathering. It is 

truly a joy to watch them 
growing up and taking these 
roles. I know that Kids' 
Camp will be blessed be-
cause of their involvement.  

~ Julie Vande Brake 

 

Kids’ Camp 2022—Sharable Parables 

“I know that Kids' 
Camp will be blessed 
because of their 
involvement.”  
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Kids’ Camp 2022 Sharable Parables Needs:  

Bible Leader: Lesson Plans and team members are available to support your leadership. 
We are planning for a larger camp this year and hope to have plenty of staff to lead all our 
campers. Contact Ann Michele Bouwmeester at 585-683-3201 .  

Snack Leader: Planning is done with a team for a daily camp snack. If you enjoy fun food 
prep, this is for you! Contact Ann Michele Bouwmeester at 585-683-3201 



 

 

RCRC Picnic—Food, Fun & Fellowship 
Church Picnic held June 5 
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Pentecost Banners 
When the day of Pentecost had 
come, they were all together in one 
place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sit-
ting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability. Acts 2:1-4 

But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth. Acts 1:8 

Like the verses in Acts 1 
and 2 read, the red, orange, 
and gold “flames” in the 
Pentecost banners and para-
ments remind us as we gath-
er together in one place that 
the dynamic, empowering 
Holy Spirit is alive. The 
three colors represent the 
completion of the Trinity: 
God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. The various textures 
in the fabrics and ribbons 
symbolize the different lan-
guages the Apostles spoke 
as a result of the descension 
of the Holy Spirit. The vari-
ous materials layer and 
drape in an uncontained 
fashion. As such, their ac-
tive movement represents 
the power and the activity 
of the Spirit. Their irregular 

lengths lay bare the major 
shift that set the foundation 
for Christianity at Pentecost: 
the giving of the Spirit and 
the Spirit’s constant pres-
ence in and through our 
lives. 

The banner team wishes to 
thank Petra Letter and 
Kathrine Page for designing 
and sewing the Pentecost 
banners! 

“Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. 

All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability. “ 
Acts 2:1-4 
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Woody and I helped out in 
the cafeteria on Fridays.  We 
talked to students, read 
books with them, and 
played games like Tic-Tac-
Toe and Uno.  We helped 
the lunch monitors maintain 
a calm environment and 
helped them clean up etc.  
We established relationships 
with the lunch monitors and 
the students.  The last Fri-
day we were at lunch one of 
the lunch monitors said, 
“You are coming back in 
September, right?”  That is 
our intention and we’d love 
to have you join us.  It’s a 
ministry to students and 
staff that comes with laugh-
ter, hugs, and good conver-
sation with an opportunity 
to make a positive impact 
on the lives of students and 
adults.  I’d be happy to talk 
with you about getting in-
volved.   

School #33 is grateful for 
the many ways RCRC has 
supported them throughout 
the year.  They gave us a 
picture thanking us for help-
ing them SOAR (The 
school creed is based on 
SOAR—be safe, on task, 
always caring and ready for 

success).  This will be dis-
played at church.  

What can you do this sum-
mer to help School #33?  
When school supplies are 
on sale typically in July and 
August you can buy some.  
One subject notebooks, 
composition notebooks, 
crayons, colored pencils, 
scissors, pencils, gluesticks, 
bottles of glue, markers etc. 
are all appreciated.  Bring 
your contributions to 
church and put them in the 
blue bin marked School 
#33.   Coloring books, even 
partially used ones, can be 
used during lunch.  

Also pray for the students 
and the teachers and staff 
during the summer.  It’s 
been a hard year so a time 
of rest is needed, but stu-
dents also need to practice 
their skills so they can con-
tinue learning well next year.   

Thank you for your support 
of School #33.  We are 
helping image-bearers of 
God flourish.  

N a n c y  J o h n s o n  
nchj2015@gmail.com  

The 2021-2022 school year 
is over.  RCRC supported 
School #33 in a number of 
ways during this past school 
year.  For Field Day in June, 
many of you donated ice 
pops which were a big hit 
on the hot days.  Woody 
and I volunteered at the 
event.  Jay F. who teaches 
PE at School #33 cooled 
off in the dunk tank much 
to the delight of the stu-
dents.  

Midway through the school 
year in-person volunteers 
were allowed to help out at 
school.  I spent one day a 
week in a 2nd grade class-
room helping the teacher 
support the students.  There 
are many needs and having 
another adult in the class-
room was very helpful.  Stu-
dents and teachers are wel-
coming and happy to have 
the help. I was blessed by 
my time with those stu-
dents.  If you are interested 
in serving in a classroom 
next year, please contact me 
so we can talk.  

School #33 Year End 

“School #33 is grateful 
for the many ways 
RCRC has supported 
them throughout the 
year.” 



 

 

 

Synod 2022: a Few Highlights 
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One of the most interesting 
things that I have been able 
to do over the past several 
years on Council has been 
attending Classis meetings. 
Synod, which was held this 
June (6/10-6/16), is a little 
like Classis on steroids, but 
a Classis can only send up to 
four delegates. I was chosen 
as an alternate elder delegate 
this year, but in the end, was 
not called to attend. While I 
did not attend in person, I 

was still able to be involved. 
The CRC wants people to 
be aware of what is happen-
ing and provided a live vid-
eo stream (20 minute delay) 
and has made all of the Syn-
od sessions available on 
Y o u T u b e  ( h t t p s : / /
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / c /
crcna/videos). I would en-
courage anyone with even 
the slightest interest to take 
a look. For anyone with 
interest in a particular topic, 

use the “live blog” docu-
ment to narrow your search 
(https://www.crcna.org/
synod/liveblog). Viewing 
the videos is the best way to 
get an inside look at the 
careful, prayerful process 
used to make decisions at 
the synodical level. It is also 
the only way for most of us 
to have first hand infor-
mation about the discus-
sions that occurred on the 
floor of Synod, as well as 

“I would ask all of us to 
continue that posture 

as we step into 
ministry and 

conversation after 
synod.” 

In the Aftermath of  Synod... 
On June 27 the Church Of-
fice sent out a letter from 
Dr. Zachary King, the newly 
appointed General Secretary 
of our denomination.  

(As an aside, those of us 
who went on a service trip 
to Haiti five years ago were 
delighted to meet and have 
dinner with Dr. King and 
his wife, Sharon Segaar-
King, his ministry partner 
while they were missionaries 
in Haiti.)  

In his letter, Dr. King 
shared his thoughts about 
his new appointment to a 
newly developed position in 
the church, and about the 
recent decisions of Synod 
which have, as significant 
decisions can, created a lot 
of discussion in and 
amongst the churches.  

 

 

You can see his full letter 
here, Post Synod 2022 An-
nouncement from Zachary 
King.  

In it, Dr. King says, “I know 
that these decisions have left some 
in our church celebrating the 
defense of Scripture and our Re-
formed confessions, while it has 
left others wondering if they still 
belong in our denomination. I 
also know that many are wonder-
ing, “what now” in terms of how 
to apply these decisions in our 
local contexts….I would like to 
assure you that I am consulting 
with staff and church order ex-
perts to answer those questions 
with integrity and grace. I hum-
bly ask for the gift of your pray-
ers and patience ... We anticipate 
being able to provide greater clari-
ty by the middle to end of Ju-
ly...In preparation for Synod 
2022, many of us were literally 
and figuratively on our knees in 
prayer before our Lord, pleading 

for wisdom and grace. I would 
ask all of us to continue that 
posture as we step into ministry 
and conversation after synod.” 

It is with that spirit of seek-
ing wisdom and grace that 
we submit the following 
articles from two long time 
members of our church.  

In the contentious and an-
gry times in which we live 
today, Christians are called 
to love and to listen. To 
extend the hand of grace 
and fellowship with those 
we may disagree with.  

The church is watching.  

The world is watching.  

Our children are watching.  

“By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love 
one another .” John 13:35 

God is watching. 

~ Gary Harris—Editor 



 

 

the meticulous process by 
which decisions are made. 

COVID threw a wrench in 
the usual annual Synod 
schedule, so Synod 2022 
was the first such meeting in 
the last three years. This 
made it a busy agenda with 
several major concerns on 
hold awaiting the next Syn-
od. One of these had to do 
with a vital doctrinal issue, 
Penal Substitutionary Atone-
ment (from here, PSA). An 
associated, but more general 
item, was a discussion on 
how to define heresy. 

The particulars are that 
Classis Illiana asked Synod 
to declare any denial of PSA 
a heresy. Discussion 
acknowledged that there are 
several useful ways in which 
to think about the redeem-
ing work of Christ, but that 
a denial of PSA is “a serious 
deviation from the teachings 
of the confessions of the 
C h r i s t i a n  R e f o r m e d 
Church” and “is worthy of 
special discipline in accord-
ance with Church Order 
Article 83,” which requires 
the suspension or deposi-
tion of church officers who 
deviate from sound doctrine 
or godly conduct. It was 
cautioned, however, that 

labeling something a heresy 
(or someone a heretic) 
should be a last resort. 

But it is important to dis-
tinguish between doctrinal 
or confessional disagree-
ments among authentic 
Christians and heretical 
doctrines that insidiously 
deny or undermine key 
elements of the Christian 
faith. (p. 76 of report, 
https://www.crcna.org/si
tes/default/files/2020_ag
enda_cod.pdf#page=75) 

The Heidelberg Catechism 

(from here, HC), one of our 
confessions, was referenced 
during the PSA discussion, 
with Q&A 10 speaking to 
God's justice and wrath 
against sin and the need for 
propitiation. It is important 
to remember that our 
church is confessional in 
nature. That we rely on 
creeds and confessions, 
which we acknowledge as 
accurate summaries of 
Scripture, to guide us in 
faith and life. The PSA dis-
cussion was clearly theologi-
cal in nature, though anoth-
er important topic, the re-
port of the Committee to Ar-
ticulate a Foundation-laying 
Biblical Theology of Human 

Sexuality (from here, HSR), 
had an important social and 
cultural dimension. Despite 
the social and cultural as-
pects, the HSR discussion 
was no less theological or 
confessional. 

In fact, one of the most 
controversial aspects of the 
HSR was that a concluding 
recommendation was 

D. That synod declare that 
the church’s teaching on 
premarital sex, extramari-
tal sex, adultery, poly-
amory, pornography, and 
homosexual sex already 

has confessional sta-
tus. 

It seemed that many 
were confused by 
what this statement 
actually meant. Was 
the HSR to be a new 
confessional docu-
ment? It became clear 

that the confessional refer-
ence was, again, the HC 
(Q&A 108 in particular) 
speaking to the issue of un-
chastity. It might be less 
confusing to see the HSR as 
an attempt to clearly define 
normative Christian sexuali-
ty, with what falls outside of 
those bounds being unchas-
tity. In fact, this view of the 
HSR becomes important in 
understanding how Synod 
dealt with this issue. A sub-
stantial change to Church Or-
der requires that these 
changes first be communi-
cated to all the churches for 
feedback before Synod rules 
on an issue. Early in the 
discussion of the HSR, a 
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footnote to the catechism 
was considered. It was 
acknowledged that such a 
change would be substantial 
and, thus, would require 
time for feedback from the 
churches. However, clarify-
ing the meaning of the word 
“unchastity” was not con-
sidered a substantial change. 
It was what we already con-
fessed – it was what the 
church had confessed for 
2,000 years, it was what 
most churches, today, all 
over the world confess. It 
was what one of the authors 
of the HC clearly spelled 
out in his commentary on 
the catechism. 

The votes on both of these 
confessional issues were 
clear and decisive. However, 
many delegates, both those 
who agreed with the out-
comes and those who disa-
greed, still came away from 
Synod exhausted and with 
heavy hearts. Decisions had 
been made, some would be 
upset by the outcome. Many 
would feel the decisions in 
very personal ways as they 
affected friends and family, 
as well as the delegates 
themselves. Some of these 
people are those sitting next 
to us in the pews at RCRC. 
I would encourage anyone 
with questions about Synod, 
and about the issues that I 
touched on in particular, to 
view the videos of synodical 
proceedings for themselves 
or talk with Pastor Anthony. 

~David Dill—Elder 
 



 

 

A Lament 
Steven Tryon 
June 18, 2022 

As I wrote to Pastor Antho-
ny, well, this is awkward. It 
appears that I am now offi-
cially a heretic. 

I have been a member of 
the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America 
for as long as I can remem-
ber. The majority of that has 
been at the Rochester CRC. 
My parents were looking for 
a church home after they 
moved to Framingham, 
Massachusetts. Someone 
pointed them in the direc-
tion of the CRC Home Mis-
sions church plant. When 
Dad moved to Rochester 
ahead of the rest of the fam-
ily while I was in second 
grade, he checked out the 
Rochester CRC. Pete and 
Barney Bruinsma took him 
under their wings, and here 
I still am, six plus decades 
later.  

I signed the Form of Sub-
scription after we moved 
back to Rochester following 
my Calvin Seminary intern-

ship in 1985. I was elected 
as an elder in 1986. I re-
signed from candidacy, 
started as an elder, signed 
the Form of Subscription, 
and pretty much collapsed. 
The combination of changes 
was more than I could han-
dle, especially with us still 
camped out with the folks. I 
had to resign from Council.  

I went on to hold a series of 
high-profile positions in the 
church before, during, and 
after the Jim Van Tholen 
years. From 1995 through 
the early 2000s I was the 
volunteer webmaster for the 
denominational crcna.org 
web site. 

I signed the Form of Sub-
scription when I was thirty-
six, half a lifetime ago. It 
was the same book my fa-
ther had signed  years earlier 
and my mother would sign a 
dozen years later. When I 
signed the Form of Sub-
scription I promised not to 

preach or teach contrary to 
the three ecumenical confes-
sions or the three Reformed 
confessions, and the various 
interpretations of or amend-
ments to them officially 
promulgated by the synod 
of the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America. 
That was fine up until this 
week. 

We have for several years 
flown three flags from our 
front porch. We fly a United 
States flag because I flew 
UH-1H helicopters for the 
US Army back in the day. I 
love my country. I fly its 
flag proudly. We fly the flag 
of Puerto Rico in love and 
support of our Puerto Rican 
neighbors and friends. Had 
we had black neighbors at 
the time it probably would 
have been a Black Lives 
Matter banner. But one runs 
out of room. And the Puer-
to Rican flag is pretty. 

In the middle we fly the 

“I signed the Form of 
Subscription when I 
was thirty-six, half a 

lifetime ago. It was the 
same book my father 

had signed  years 
earlier and my mother 

would sign a dozen 
years later.” 
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pulled in ways they are cer-
tain of but neither chose nor 
fully understand. I cannot 
straddle the fence. Since 
these are questions that af-
fect real people at the core 
of their being I have to 
make a choice. 

When I am not sure but 
have to make a choice, I 
choose to risk erring on the 
side of love and inclusion. I 
take the latter part of Ro-
mans 13 as the starting 
point for my ethical consid-
erations. “Love does no 
harm to a neighbor. There-
fore love is the fulfillment 
of the law.” 

Up until this week, same-sex 
relationships were a debata-
ble issue. Yes, the CRCNA 
had an official position, but 
church members and office-
bearers were free to disagree 
as long as they did not act 
on that disagreement. Minis-
ters of the Word, for exam-
ple, were forbidden from 
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Pride rainbow flag. We are 
happily heterosexual folks 
but we have a lot of gay, 
lesbian, trans or whatever 
friends, neighbors, and rela-
tives. We fly the Pride flag 
in love and support of them. 
A couple years ago our son 
Nick sent me a text note, 
“Happy Fathers’ Day. I’m 
trans.” So now we fly the 
flag in love and support of 
our daughter Noelle.  

As with the women in eccle-
siastical office issue, if the 
same-sex relationship ques-
tion were simply an academ-
ic issue, a topic for debate, I 
could argue either side of 
the question. The Bible is 
not nearly as clear on either 
issue as either side would 
like. These are not easy 
questions for those who set 
out to take the Bible seri-
ously as the Word of God. 
But they are not simply aca-
demic issues. They involve 
real people, Jesus-following 
women and men who feel 

Summer’s Best Two Weeks—July 25—August 5 
SBTW is a faith based sports camp that offers a unique opportunity for young people to develop their 
personal character and athletic ability in the same context.   

Please pray for both leaders and campers as God works through this ministry. Pray also pray for good 
weather throughout the week.  

participating in same-sex 
weddings. But now Synod 
2022 has not only reaf-
firmed the traditional posi-
tion but has raised it to con-
fessional status. The matter 
of same-sex relationships 
certainly remains a debated 
issue but is officially no 
longer debatable, at least not 
by office-bearers.  

Meanwhile, the Pride rain-
bow floats in the breeze by 
my front porch, a public 
statement that I am op-
posed to the now confes-
sional position of the CRC-
NA. Where do we go from 
here? 

I am not so much angry as 
intensely sad. The Christian 
Reformed Church has been 
my home all my life. I love 
this church. But I feel like 
the church door has been 
slammed in my face. 

~ Steve Tryon 

Core Values: Personal Development—Excellence— Spiritual Growth— Community 



 

 

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed. If you are interested 
in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com                       

Visitation Ministry 

Jean Haines 
Maplewood Nursing and 
Rehabilitation 
100 Daniel Drive 
Room 321 
Webster, NY 14580 

Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  

Ruth Letson 
Brentland Woods 
3831 East Henrietta Road, 
Apt 110 
Henrietta NY  14467 
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For birthday list, please refer to the “Members” section 
(under the “More” tab of the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  

Contact the church office or your district elder.  

Happy Birthday 

 The RCRC Prayer Chain has changed to an email driven prayer chain. Please send 
your prayer requests to the following email address to be forwarded on to the con-
gregation: rcrcprayerchain@gmail.com  

We believe that praying for each other is vital to the health of Rochester Christian Re-
formed Church. The Elders hope that you will take advantage of the opportunity to pray 
with and for others. We will no longer be publishing a prayer page because the immediacy 
of the prayer email will better reflect our congregation’s prayer requests.  

If you would like to be added to or deleted from the prayer chain list, please contact  Shari 
Harrison via email at: jsnyhonda@gmail.com            Thank you 

RCRC Prayer Chain  

“When did we see you 
sick or in prison and go

 to visit you?”  

New Arrival 
John and Katie S. are happy to announce the 
arrival of Martin Lewis on June 4. Katie and 
Martin are both doing well, and Tommy is ad-
justing to the arrival of his new brother. We re-
joice with them. 



 

 

Deacon’s Corner – A Word of Thanks! 
The Deacons would like to 
thank the staff and  volun-
teers who served RCRC 
throughout this year. 

There are many to name, so 
here is a list, albeit incom-
plete.  

Pastor Anthony and the 
guest pastors who filled in. 

Organist Susan Dantoni 

Choir Director Adam Potter 
and all the choir members 

Worship Coordinator Kathy 
Quinn and others who or-
ganize our worship services, 
Sue Bratt Cok and Juli El-
liot. Those who serve in 
worship as Liturgists, Solo-
ists, and Sharing the Chil-
dren’s message 

Director of Youth Minis-
tries, Julie Vande Brake and 
all the adult volunteers 

Office Administrator, Reba 

Veenje 

Meeting Jesus Testimonies 

Sunday School Teachers 
and volunteers 

Children In Worship Lead-
ers and helpers 

Koinonia Chef, Jeff Kuryla, 
and the Kitchen  coordina-
tor, Petra Letter, and all 
those who cook and clean 
up. 

Greeters and Ushers 

Fellowship, Communication 
and Outreach, Education, 
Worship, Youth, and Facili-
ty Committee Chairs and 
members.  

The knitters who donate so 
many warm hats, scarves 
and mittens 

The AV team members who 
do a smashing job keeping 
the service together and 
broadcasting it. 

Church Life newsletter Edi-
tors, Gary & Alice Harris 
and those who submit arti-
cles and photos. 

The Council members who 
give of their time. 

Those who volunteer in so 
many other ways. 

~Shari Harrison, Deacon Chair 
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July-August 
Offering Schedule 

July 

3 CES  
10 Deacon’s Fund 
17 International Mis-
sions 
24 Summer’s Best 2 
Weeks/families needing 
financial assistance  
31 Deacon’s Fund—KOP 
 

August 

7 CES  
14 General Ministries 
21 International Mis-
sions 
28 Rochester Christian 
School 
 

Click Here or go to  

rochestercrc.org  

to Support our Special 
Causes 

Mission News! 
Check up on the latest from the Higby’s (working with 
Wycliff Bible Translations), the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti 
(part of the CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and 
locally The Open Door Mission and Cameron Community 
Center. 

Their newsletters and/or links to their websites can be 
found on our website: 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church | Outreach 
(rochestercrc.org)   



 

 

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR  

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2022 ISSUE:  

Sunday, August 28, 2022 

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” or “Newsletter” in the subject       
line of submissions) 

2750 Atlantic Ave.  
Penfield, NY 14526 

We’re on the Web! 

www.rochestercrc.org 

Phone: 585-381-7861 
Email: office@rochestercrc.org 

Church Life is published several times a year by the  
Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  
Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  


