
Church Life 

(This is an edited version of 

my pastor’s report presented 

at the congregational meet-

ing on November 16, 2021) 

Nehemiah 2:17 Then I said 

to them, “You see the trouble we 

are in, how Jerusalem lies in 

ruins with its gates burned. 

Come, let us rebuild the wall of 

Jerusalem, so that we may no 

longer suffer disgrace.” 

John 15:2 He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. 

Every branch that bears fruit he 

prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. 

Being a pastor during Covid 

has been interesting. Many 

articles have been written 

about pastors burning out 

and leaving the calling. I 

won’t deny that there were 

points during the pandemic 

when I too felt these strug-

gles and temptations. Of 

course, I am mindful that 

compared to health care 

workers, first responders, 

and many other vocations, 

my burdens during this pan-

demic were relatively light. 

While I recognize that the 

challenges presented by the 

pandemic are far from over, 

I am actually quite hopeful 

about the future of our con-

gregation. In addition, I am 

also very grateful to God for 

his faithfulness to us during 

this time and to all of you 

for your perseverance dur-

ing the pandemic. In this 

year’s pastor’s report, I 

would like to focus on the 

past, present, and future of 

RCRC. 

Let’s start with the present. 

What is the current state of 

the church? Well, this Sep-

tember marked the return of 

some level of normalcy to 

the life of our congregation. 

Beginning in September, 

almost every one of our 

normal congregational activ-

ities resumed: Sunday 

School, Youth Group, Koi-

nonia Night, Choir, Youth 

Bells, Cadets, Gems, etc. 

Although attendance is 

down from prior years 

(approximately 20-25% less 

participation), these activi-

ties have all been rather ro-

bust and very much wel-

comed by those participat-

ing in them. In-Person at-

tendance at worship services 

is averaging about 130-140 

on Sunday mornings. Prior 

to Covid, our in-person at-

tendance was averaging 

around 170-180. However, 

when we add in those view-

ing on livestream, I think it 

is fair to say that overall 

engagement with our Sun-

day morning worship ser-

vice is actually greater than 

it was pre-Covid. We have 

also seen some actual 

growth during this time, 

both in new members and 

in new families. Of the new 

families, there has been a 

healthy demographic mix. 

Finally, on the financial side 

of things, our church has 

been the beneficiary of 

faithful giving by our mem-

bers. We also have benefit-

ted from reduced expenses 

as well. Overall, the present 

snapshot of congregational 

health is rather favorable. 

Let’s talk a little about the 

past. Here I want to reflect 

on the costs of the pandem-

ic that extend beyond the 

physical health related costs. 

First, there is the cost of 

losing some families during 

the pandemic. There are 

many reasons for these loss-

es and they always hurt. 

Thankfully, those who 

chose to leave during the 

pandemic did not leave the 

church entirely, just our 

congregation. Second, there 
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is the cost of spiritual drift. 

That is, there are people 

who have drifted to the pe-

riphery of engagement with 

the congregation. This 

group has changed its habits 

and it is hard to know where 

they are spiritually. Will they 

return? Have they changed 

their commitments to Christ 

and his church? Only time 

will tell. Third, there is the 

cost of social isolation, de-

pression, and anxiety which 

all increased during the pan-

demic and became apparent 

in the realm of pastoral care. 

Let’s just say the past 20 

months have taken their 

toll. 

Finally, let’s talk about the  

future. On the one hand, 

the future of RCRC pre-

sents some challenges. The 

most significant of these 

challenges is what I refer to 

as our “transitional chal-

lenge.” Our congregation’s 

future will not be the same 

as its past. Who we are is 

changing and will need to 

change if we are to thrive as 

a congregation. I am about 

to complete my fourth year 

as your pastor and I have 

performed 15 funerals. 

Granted, a couple of those 

were not for members of 

our congregation, but I as-

sume that you can grasp my 

point. Our congregation, 

like much of our denomina-

tion, skews older. This 

group has carried this con-

gregation through their giv-

ing and their service for dec-

ades. They also provided 

our congregation with a 

stable and organic core 

identity. These “greatest 

generation” folks are hard 

to lose and even harder to 

replace. Given the status of 

our city and its employment 

opportunities, it is unlikely 

that we will see an influx of 

CRC people from other 

parts of the United States 

and even more unlikely that 

we will see immigration 

from the Netherlands. All of 

this means that the next 

decade will be the decade 

that our congregation either 

makes a successful transi-

tion to a new identity, one 

that enfolds new people 

with no prior connection to 

the CRC into the our con-

gregation, or simply acqui-

esces to the fate of having 

an ever shrinking sphere of 

ministry. I believe, by God’s 

grace, we can accomplish 

the former and avoid the 

latter. In fact, this is what I 

see as my major purpose as 

your pastor, to help RCRC 

make this transition to a 

thriving future. I do believe 

we can do that, but it will be 

a challenge. I look forward 

to collaborating with you in 

forming this new identity 

which I am confident, like 

all new things in the Bible, 

will not be divorced from 

what has come before. 

Newness in the Scripture is 

most often the newness of 

continuity and not abroga-

tion.  

In conclusion, let me return 

to my assessment of the 

impact of the pandemic on 

our congregation. This 

brings me back to the pas-

sages I read at the beginning 

of this report and to the title 

of the report, “Trowels or 

Pruning Shears?” There were 

times during the pandemic 

when I despaired. During 

those bleak days, I com-

pared the impact of the pan-

demic to the destruction of 

the temple in Jerusalem, a 

house of worship reduced 

to rubble. This view of the 

landscape led me to think 

that what would be needed 

post-pandemic was an effort 

to rebuild the walls, that we 

would need “to do a Nehe-

miah.” I thought what we 

would need in the future 

was trowels. More recently, 

however, I have come to see 

this season, even with its 

painful losses and costs, as 

something more akin to the 

John 15 text. The walls have 

not crumbled, but rather the 

branches of our church 

have been pruned in a varie-

ty of ways. This has not pro-

duced destruction, but ra-

ther has made us poised for 

growth. There may have 

been a cutting back during 

this time, which was indeed 

painful and costly, but the 

pruned branches are bud-

ding. It's more about prun-

ing shears than trowels. This 

means the work of the com-

ing year is not to rebuild 

RCRC, but rather to see it 

bear more fruit like a well 

pruned vineyard. I hope you 

will join me in the year 

ahead as we seek to abide in 

Christ and yield spiritual 

fruit to his glory.  

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

 

“This ... led me to think 

that what would be 

needed post-pandemic 

was ... to rebuild the 

walls, that we would 

need “to do a 

Nehemiah.” 
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FCWC  (Flower City Work Camp) Reflection 
When I look back on all the 

years of Flower City Work 

Camp, I tend to think in 

snapshots. I wish I had ac-

tual photos from some of 

those days, but they are long 

gone. My pictures, of 

course, start with my daugh-

ters’ experiences at camp. 

When my oldest went to 

camp at 13, there was no 

grand auditorium at 

Browncoft church, no mov-

ie screen, flashing lights or 

cool show. Morning devo-

tions were held in what is 

now the front entryway, 

with everyone sitting on the 

floor and Matt Odmark 

(later to become famous in 

the band Jars of Clay) 

strumming his guitar as the 

kids sang. Em learned to 

paint, bonded with some 

friends, and became less shy 

among strangers. She also 

has never lost her heart to 

serve people in need and 

her desire to live among 

them. By the time my mid-

dle daughter got to camp, 

the new auditorium had 

been built and FCWC was 

growing. Hannah made life-

long friends that went to 

four different high 

schools—friends she has 

kept to this day despite their 

going to different colleges, 

getting married and having 

children. One friend later 

became her husband, and 

others have been close to 

our family for many years. 

She also learned to paint 

and drywall and solidified 

what it means to be part of 

a church family My young-

est daughter dived into 

camp eagerly, having 

watched her sisters go for 

many years. By that time I 

had been participating in 

camp myself an a variety of 

jobs—learning the workings 

of sidewalk club, security, 

overnight, and the kitchen. 

During Abby’s tenure, I was 

interpreting the evening 

worship in sign language. 

That gave me the privilege 

of watching her discover a 

passion for Jesus and devel-

op a determination to live 

out her faith. I am sharing 

my family’s experiences with 

you because they are the 

basis for my passion for this 

ministry. The goal of Flower 

City Work Camp is “That 

the city may see Jesus”, but 

for me it has always been 

“That our children may see 

Jesus.” I wanted my chil-

dren and then the teens I 

got to know in our church 

to see Jesus in the homes 

they had the privilege of 

working on, to see Jesus on 

the streets they walked in 

prayer. Jesus told us that he 

was all of the people we 

serve; they are not the 

“other.” I also wanted our 

young people to see that 

Christ is worshiped in dif-

ferent ways in all kinds of 

churches and that we all 

praise God and work to-

gether. This is why I am 

involved. This is why every 

year I pray and I ask, OK —

sometimes I badger you—to 

become involved. Flower 

City teaches our kids how to 

love and serve, and when 

you are one of the leaders 

who volunteer with them, 

you are not only modeling 

that but learning to see Jesus 

in them as well. You can 

sign up to be a leader on the 

Flower City Work Camp 

website,; 

flowercityworkcamp.org.  

Mary Steensma 

mxs45@mac.com  

“My pictures, of course, 

start with my 

daughters’ experiences 

at camp.” 
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The Steensma-Leunk Family 

1993 
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It was February 19, 1982 

when members of RCRC 

awoke to the news that their 

beloved church at the cor-

ner of Browncroft and 

Newcastle Rd. had caught 

fire and been destroyed dur-

ing the night.  

February 19, 2022 is right 

around the corner, and how 

our world has changed.  

In 1982, not only didn’t any-

one own an iPhone or a 

Droid, the Mac had yet to 

hit the market.  

The internet itself was an 

experiment driven by the 

Department of Defense and 

academia, and the “World 

Wide Web” hadn’t arrived 

yet. 

In the past 40 years we’ve 

seen many changes at 

RCRC, too.  

From the ashes of the fire 

came the structure we wor-

ship in today. Families have 

come, and gone. Members 

have been born, married, 

and had children of their 

own. Members have died. 

Technology has changed. 

Pastorates have come and 

gone. We’ve seen times of 

unity and division, of pros-

perity and anxiety.  

And a pandemic. 

 

Through the Years... 

“Families have come, 

and gone. Members 

have been born, 

married, and had 

children of their own. 

Members have died. “ 
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Through the Years…(cont’d) 

Like our new look? 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

Through all of this, if we 

look with the eyes of faith, 

we can see God’s hand; 

guiding, supporting, loving, 

and rebuking, but always 

there. Ever-faithful.  

When I think of the changes 

and the history and the 

struggles, I think of what 

Paul Brink said after the fire 

in 1982 when he was asked, 

“What’s left of the church?” 

His reply, “Everything that 

matters.” 

Let’s remember that as we 

move forward with God 

this year, and as changes 

and opportunities arise that 

might cause us to ask again, 

“What’s left of the church?”  

we should, as Pastor Antho-

ny has always said, “look to 

Jesus” and be able to say, 

“Everything that matters.”  

~Gary Harris, Editor 

mation about things at 

RCRC, the weekly an-

nouncements on the website 

is the place to go.  

Second, we realize that most 

people are reading the news-

letter online, rather than 

printed in hard copy. The 

software we use to create 

the newsletter, Microsoft 

Publisher, is really built for 

print materials.  

Which brings us to the pos-

sibility of an online blog 

Your crack editorial staff 

felt empowered to change 

things up a bit and freshen 

up the look of the newslet-

ter. Nothing crazy, just a 

different design to keep 

things interesting! 

Speaking of changes, we’re 

noticing a few things about 

the newsletter. First, as 

we’ve reduced the frequency 

to bi-monthly, it’s less 

“news-y.” If you’re looking 

for the most current infor-

which would be much easier 

for folks to read on any de-

vice.  No changes just yet, 

but we’re always looking to 

make your experience with 

the newsletter better, so 

we’ll keep the discussion 

going! 

Please share any thoughts or 

suggestions you may have 

with us, we’d love (really, we 

would) to hear from you! 

~Alice and Gary Harris,  

Editors 

“...as changes and 

opportunities arise that 

might cause us to ask 

again, “What’s left of 

the church?” 

Page 5  Church L i fe   



I wanted to share a poem 

with all of you. When the 

pandemic first started, 

our family began to observe 

birds, partly to help Emma 

with some bird research she 

was doing at the time, and 

also because Anna Rose had 

become fascinated with 

birds. This year has been a 

year of small joys and big 

griefs, unexpected deaths 

and painful events. I do not 

think there has been a year 

like this one in my memory, 

with so many people so dear 

to me suffering so deeply. 

Ever since the beginning of 

this year I've been meditat-

ing on the poem by Wendell 

Berry (printed below) and 

how wild things do not "tax 

their lives with fore-

thought  of grief." This is 

why Jesus says "look to the 

birds of the air" when show-

ing us how to find peace in 

the midst of anxiety. In the 

early mornings, Anna Rose 

and I sometimes walk down 

to the woods along the 

creek. We see chickadees, 

tufted titmice and cardinals 

at the feeder, and ducks fly-

ing above the treetops. This 

poem reminds us how the 

stars (invisible in the day) 

are "waiting with their 

light." These thoughts have 

comforted me all year, and I 

thought I would share with 

all of you as encourage-

ment.  

I pray for God's peace to be 

given to us as we wait for 

Christ's light to be revealed.   

~ Julie Vande Brake 

An Uncommon Year 

Julie Vande Brake,  

Director of Youth Ministries 

                  

“I come into the peace 

of wild things 

who do not tax their 

lives with forethought 

of grief.” 
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The Peace of Wild Things 
by Wendell Berry 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of  what my life and my children’s lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of  wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of  grief. I come into the presence of  still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of  the world, and am free. 



ous could see how the sau-

sage gets made, so to speak. 

Our budget for 2022 was 

approved, and new officers 

(Elders and Deacons) were 

elected.  

We give thanks for those 

who are retiring and all 

those who accepted the 

nominations 

On Tuesday, November 16, 

our congregation met for 

the annual RCRC Congrega-

tional Meeting. This annual 

event is where the signifi-

cant decisions of the church 

are made.  

This year, the event was 

LiveStreamed so those who 

couldn’t attend or were curi-

New Elders: 

• Sue Bratt-Cok 

• Jeff Kuryla 

• Esa Rantanen 

New Deacons: 

• Jay Falvo 

• Steve Letter 

2021 Congregational Meeting Highlights 

A Prayer for the Bottom of  the 9th 

Certainly, there are other baseball lovers in the congregation who will respond to this base-

ball prayer as I did.  It was recently read by Pastor Jason Boyd during the memorial service 

of a fellow Rochester Red Wings Board member which was held at the Henrietta United 

Church of Christ.  Len Korn was a fine Christian gentleman who had faithfully served the 

Red Wings and the greater community for many years.   

After all, this is now the season of the Hot Stove League; a time to reflect on baseball; not 

only the past season and that ahead but what the game means to us. 

The Baseball Prayer 

Almighty Father, you who are called the “Mighty Umpire” in this 

game of life, we are not sure what uniforms we should wear.  While 

we may be Angels in spirit, in reality we are Giants in pride, Dodgers 

of responsibility and Tigers in ambition.  When it comes to faith, we 

find ourselves in the minor leagues.  When it comes to good works, 

we strike out; when it comes to knowledge of your Word, we are not 

even sure of the ground rules. 

Therefore, we are thankful for your mercy when we find ourselves 

in foul territory; for your forgiveness when we commit one error 

after another; for your uplifting spirit when we find ourselves in the 

pitfalls of a slump. 

Dear God, may our game plan be your will, and our response a sell-

out crowd with standing room only.  And, when our number is re-

tired here on earth, may we rejoice to hear you call out, “SAFE,” in 

His name who gives final victory to all who believe! Amen. 

-Author Unknown  

I must add that the poem reminds me greatly of one read during a toast at a post-game sup-

per in  Buffalo after the first Rochester/Buffalo game on September 24, 1858.  

~Priscilla Astifan 

“...we are thankful for 

your mercy when we 

find ourselves in foul 

territory…” 
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For a previous issue of this 

newsletter, I submitted a 

Thanksgiving psalm text I had 

written to be sung with the 

Genevan Psalter’s tune for 

Psalms 36 and 68. Now I offer 

an Advent hymn text to be 

sung with Genevan 146. 

I enjoy early music and find the 

Genevan Psalm tunes to be 

quite beautiful, though modern 

listeners may regard many of 

them as not very singable. De-

spite my nearly total ignorance 

of musical theory, I’ve written 

a few song texts in recent years 

for use with Genevan tunes 

that are among my favorites 

and seem readily singable. 

Although the Genevan Psalms 

had a prominent place in the 

history of our denomination 

and in Reformed worship, I’m 

well aware that their popularity 

has diminished to almost noth-

ing. Many of us now strongly 

dislike this music, and it no 

longer is regarded as appropri-

ate for corporate worship. No 

amount of effort could ever 

make the Genevan tunes popu-

lar again. 

But I wonder whether there 

For a previous issue of 

this newsletter, I 

submitted a 

Thanksgiving psalm text 

I had written to be sung 

with the Genevan 

Psalter’s tune for Psalms 

36 and 68. Now I offer 

an Advent hymn text to 

be sung with Genevan 

146. 

I enjoy early music and 

find the Genevan Psalm 

tunes to be quite 

beautiful, though modern 

listeners may regard 

many of them as not 

very singable. Despite 

my nearly total 

ignorance of musical 

theory, I’ve written a 

few song texts in recent 

years for use with 

Genevan tunes that are 

among my favorites and 

seem readily singable. 

Although the Genevan 

Psalms had a prominent 

place in the history of 

our denomination and in 

Reformed worship, I’m 

well aware that their 

popularity has 

diminished to almost 

nothing. Many of us now 

strongly dislike this 

music, and it no longer is 

regarded as appropriate 

for corporate worship. 

No amount of effort 

could ever make the 

Genevan tunes popular 

again. 

But I wonder whether 

there remain a few of us 

who still enjoy Genevan 

Psalm tunes and believe 

they can be useful for a 

personal, devotional 

purpose. Or am I the 

only one? 

If you’d like to hear the 

Genevan tune for Psalm 

146 performed by a 

gifted musician, try this 

link: www.youtube.com/

watch?v=emUrd-KtOOY.  

Jim Leunk 
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An Advent hymn 
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KOP—Our Refugee Family 

Please enjoy these photos from 

the Christmas Lights Christmas 

Cookie Party! After a nice ride 

through some of the nearby 

streets to see the Christmas 

lights, we enjoyed pizza, cook-

ies, and drinks in the fellow-

ship hall at RCRC. The decora-

tions in the fellowship hall 

were perfect!  

After dinner we decorated cut 

out cookies. Then  we sat 

down on blankets spread out  

near the Christmas tree. Ann 

Michele used the large  manger 

scene to tell the true story of 

what we believe is the meaning 

of Christmas. The decorations, 

lights, tree, cookies  and gifts 

all remind us of God’s love to 

us in Jesus, the Savior of the 

world.  

We had gifts for all including a 

Christmas card with a person-

alized message. Each card was 

read aloud by someone in the 

caring circle. Rahila read her 

own.  

 

Our family continues to enjoy 

their home! They are comforta-

ble and often invite relatives 

and friends who have arrived 

in Rochester to enjoy a meal/

tea and conversation with them 

in their home.  

Thank you  for supporting 

KOP and this effort to help 

our refugee family begin a new 

life here in Rochester.  

“The decorations, 

lights, tree, cookies  

and gifts all remind us 

of God’s love to us in 

Jesus, the Savior of the 

world.”  
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For birthday list, please re-

fer to the “Members” sec-

tion (under the “More” tab 

of the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  

Contact the church office or 

your district elder.  

RCRC mail slot.   

The Prayer Page can be 

found on the RCRC website 

in the “Member Infor-

mation” section under the 

“More” tab. 

For prayer concerns please 

refer to the Prayer Page 

which is published monthly 

from the Church Office.   

Printed copies are available 

on the alcove table in the 

narthex or you may call the 

church office to request a 

copy to be placed in your 

Happy Birthday 

Our Church Family 

 

Ben Hoadley   

Shire Senior Living  

2515 Culver Road  

Rochester, NY 14609  

Ruth Letson 

1545 Erie Station Rd. 

Apt. 132 

Henrietta, NY 14467 

Visitation Ministry 

Each month a number of 

volunteers visit our mem-

bers listed. If you are inter-

ested in visiting a shut-in, 

please contact Shari Harri-

son at  

jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     
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“When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go

 to visit you?”  

https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry


Deacon’s Corner 
The Sunday School offer-

ings totaled $219.57.  These 

funds were used to purchase 

3 goats at $85 each through 

World Vision. 

The Peter Fish offerings 

totaled $518.35.  These 

funds were sent to World 

Renew for world hunger. 

Reminders:  

General Ministries are col-

lected weekly 

Offering envelopes should 

be marked to indicate where 

the funds should go. 

Separate checks should be 

used when giving to multi-

ple causes. 

 

Heidi (clinic) 

• 3 preemie hats 

• 52 children’s hats 

• 2 scarves 

• 1 blanket 

•  
School 33 

• 31 scarves 

• 192 hats 

• 32 mittens 

• 11 gloves 
 

The knitters have been busy 

this year.   Many thanks to 

everyone who donated knit-

ted goods for distribution. 

Here is a list of what was 

donated. 

Open Door Mission 

• 17 scarves 

• 10 hats 

• 14 mittens 
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Mission News! 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s (working with 

Wycliff Bible Translations), the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti 

(part of the CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and 

locally The Open Door Mission and Cameron Community 

Center. 

Their newsletters and/or links to their websites can be 

found on our website: 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church | Outreach 

(rochestercrc.org)   

January-February 

Offering Schedule 

January 

2 CES 

9 Deacon’s fund 

16 Compass Care – 

Sanctity of Life Sunday 

23 Cadet Sunday – CRC 

30 General Ministries 

February 

6 CES 

13 General Missions 

20 International Mis-

sions 

27 Good News Ministry 

*** 

Click Here or go to  

rochestercrc.org  

to Support our Special 

Causes 

https://opendoormission.com/
https://cameronministries.org/
https://www.wycliffe.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.resonateglobalmission.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving
https://www.rochestercrc.org/giving


OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH-APRIL 2022 ISSUE:  

Sunday, February 27, 2022 

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) 

2750 Atlantic Ave. 

Penfield, NY 14526 

We’re on the Web! 

www.rochestercrc.org 

Phone: 585-381-7861 

Email: office@rochestercrc.org 

Church Life is published several times a year by the  

Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  

Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.  

Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.  
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