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THE SCATTERED CHURCH 

January-February,  2021   

CHURCH  L IFE  

(Note: This month’s article is a written ver-
sion of Pastor Anthony’s report which was 
delivered orally at our virtual congregation-
al meeting on November24, 2020.) 

Acts 8:1-4 That day a severe persecution 
began against the church in Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout the countryside of Judea and 
Samaria. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and 

made loud lamentation over him. 3 But 
Saul was ravaging the church by entering 
house after house; dragging off both men 
and women, he committed them to prison. 
4 Now those who were scattered went 
from place to place, proclaiming the word. 

Last year’s pastor’s report was entitled, 
“The Signs of the Times” and was based 
on Matthew 16:1-3. In that report, I was 
reflecting on the  any “green shoots” of 
growth that I was seeing in our congrega-
tion. Here is a quote from that report: 

What I see happening here at RCRC is the 
emergence of green shoots of  new life. We 
have had a modest increase in our worship 
attendance. The attendance trendline is 
arching in the right direction. There are 
new faces among us.  People are desiring to 
become members. This is an encouraging 
green shoot.  But the green shoots are not 
just about numbers. There are green shoots 
being displayed in the spirit of our commu-
nity. People are spiritually engaged. I sense 
this in preaching and see it in the life of the 
church.   

In that report, I also shared about the 200 
attendance threshold and how we were 
nearing that as a congregation. I spoke of 

January-February 
Worship  Schedule 

1/3 - 10:00AM 

Epiphany “Kings Bearing 
Gifts”  
Psalm 72:8-11 

1/10 - 10:00AM 

“The Voice of the Lord” 
Psalm 29 

1/17 - 10:00AM 

Beatitudes Series Cont’d— 
“Biblical Cardiology” 
Matthew 5:1-2,, 8 

1/24 - 10:00AM 

Beatitudes Series Cont’d— 
“Give Peace a Chance”  
Matthew 5:1-2, 9 

1/31—10:00AM  

Guest Preacher— 
Rev. Brad Zinnecker  

2/7—10:00AM  

Beatitudes Series Cont’d— 
“Get Over It” 
 Matthew 5:1-2 10-12 

2/14—10:00AM  

Beatitudes Series Cont’d— 
“The Keys to Being Blessed” 
Matthew 5:1-12  

2/17   
ASH WEDNESDAY 
“Clean Hearts” 
Psalm 51 

2/21—10:00AM  

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

“Christ Our Pardon”  
Psalm 32 

2/28 - 10:00AM 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

“Christ Our Keeper” 
Psalm 121 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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the need to be “ahead of the curve” to pre-
pare for the changes that come when a 
congregation breaks through that 200 at-
tendance threshold. Then, at the end of 
that report I stated: 

I must acknowledge that I could be totally 
wrong about what I hope will be our future 
in 2020. Forecasting is always a dangerous 
thing. But I also don’t want to make the 
mistake of ignoring the signs of the times. I 
believe Jesus is doing something among us 
and as a pastor I wish to fan that flame 
rather than snuff it out. I do this humbly. I 
know it is up to God to determine whether 
our future will be full of fair weather or 
storms. Either way, we will continue to 
emphasize the core of our values here at 
RCRC by seeking Christ and his glory in all 
that we do.   

Well, at least I was right about one thing 
last year, “I must acknowledge that I could 
be totally wrong about what I hope will be 
our future in 2020.  Forecasting is always a 
dangerous thing.” That hit the proverbial 
nail upon its proverbial head. I was totally 
wrong about my hopes for 2020, and fore-
casting is indeed a dangerous thing. As we 
suspended services in March, all of my 
hopes for 2020 quickly dissolved and faded 
away.  

After initially experiencing both de-
spondency and discouragement over the 
situation, I began to find renewed hope for 
our church and its ministry. I began to see 
this horrible situation, and it is horrible, as 
one laced with unwanted, unwelcomed, but 
perhaps extremely valuable, opportunities. 
Immediately, Acts 8:1-4 came into my 
mind as a biblical parallel for our situation. 

Acts 8:1-4 recounts the future apostle 
Paul’s, then named Saul, persecution of the 
church. This was the situation: Jesus had 
ascended, the Spirit had descended, the 
mission of the church had been launched. 
However, there was a problem. The church 
was not moving out, but rather it was 
standing still. Jesus wanted the church to 
move out of the comfort zone of Jerusalem 
into the surrounding regions. He expressly 
stated this in Acts 1:8 just prior to his as-
cension, “But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” The apostles, however, were con-
tent to stick to Jerusalem. The church was 
inward focused. Then a “severe persecu-
tion” came upon the church, and it resulted 
in the apostles being “scattered throughout 
the countryside of Judea and Samaria.” In 
Acts 8:4, we learn particularly that those 
who were scattered “went from place to 
place, proclaiming the word.” In other 
words, the way the church progressed in its 
mission was not by creating a strategic five 
year plan, but rather by being pushed into it 
by an unwanted and unwelcome event. 
That’s exactly what happened to RCRC in 
2020, and it is not over yet. 

The church has indeed been scattered. Not 
scattered by persecution, but rather by a 
virus which prohibits us from gathering in 
ways which are so familiar and comfortable 
to us. We have been forced into figuring 
out how to gather in new ways--YouTube, 
Facebook, GoogleMeet, and Zoom. The 
virus has forced RCRC to make a giant leap 
forward in technology. In February of 
2020, our church offered an audio record-
ing of my sermon on our website. In 
March of 2020, our church began to offer 
recorded video productions of an entire 
service. In November of 2020, we began to 
livestream our services. Initiatives such as 
these would have languished in Council 
and congregational debates for years, but 
once we were scattered that which was de-
batable became that which was necessary. 
The scattered church has become a church 
rich with new possibilities and new oppor-
tunities. No, Joel Osteen is not concerned 
about our 100+ YouTube subscribers, but 
don’t underestimate the importance of our 
new means of outreach. I have anecdotal 
evidence of the impact of what we are do-
ing in the form of cards that I have re-
ceived which chronicle the meaningfulness 
of our outreach. It is making a difference.  

  This year has indeed not turned out like I 
had hoped. This was not my plan for the 
church. I am sure the apostles were think-
ing the same thing when Saul was 
“ravaging the church” and the apostles 
“were scattered.” What followed, however, 
was amazing. I realize that “forecasting is 
always a dangerous thing,” but as I look 

“That hit the proverbial 
nail upon its proverbial 

head. I was totally 
wrong about my hopes 

for 2020, and 
forecasting is indeed a 

dangerous thing. As we 
suspended services in 

March, all of  my hopes 
for 2020 quickly 

dissolved and faded 
away.” 
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 into the cloudy horizon leading into 2021, I 
can’t help but think that God has opportu-
nities for us at RCRC. I can’t help but think 
that God, in his mighty power, will expand 
his church and take it to new places. So, 
don’t be discouraged. The Scriptures reveal 
to us that the scattered church can be a 
powerful witness for Christ and his king-
dom. Let me close this year’s report with 
the same words I used last year, “I know it 
is up to God to determine whether our fu-
ture will be full of fair weather or storms. 

Either way, we will continue to emphasize 
the core of our values here at RCRC by 
seeking Christ and his glory in all that we 
do.” 

~Pastor Anthony  Selvaggio  

On November 24 we held our first virtual 
congregational meeting. We were very 
pleased with the number of people who 
were in attendance and the number of 
people who voted via absentee ballot. 
We’re thankful for everyone’s  
participation! Here is a summary of the 
voting results: 

Ann Michele Bouwmeester (3-year term) 
and Ken Page (3-year term) were elected to 
the office of elder. 

George Cline (3-year term), Tim Hughes (3
-year term), and Steve Letter (1-year term) 
were elected to the office of deacon. 

Although not required, we are pleased to 
report that all elected officers received 
majority support from the voting 
membership. 

The Solar Panel proposition passed with 
significant support. Financing has been 
referred to the Finance Committee, and 
Council will keep the congregation 
apprised of developments. Special thanks 
to Ron Cok, Jim Leunk, and Steve Letter 

for their competent and knowledgeable 
leadership 

The proposed budget was unanimously 
approved. 

Special thanks to Tim Frelier for leading us 
as President of Council, to Reba for her 
gifts of administration, to David Cok and 
Tony LaPolla for their financial oversight, 
to David Punter for his passion for 
Christian Education and CES, to Chrissy 
Ferraraccio for leadership of deacons, to all 
of our candidates for office who were 
willing to serve in challenging times, to all 
members of our staff, and to our 
congregational family which has shown 
both faithfulness and flexibility. 

~Pastor Anthony  Selvaggio  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

2020  V I R T UA L  C O N G R E G AT I O N A L  
M E E T I N G    

“The council, besides 

seeking the cooperation of 

the congregation in the 

election of officebearers, 

shall also invite its 

judgment about other 

major matters, except 

those which pertain to the 

supervision and discipline 

of the congregation. For 

this purpose the council 

shall call a meeting at least 

annually of all members 

entitled to vote. Such a 

meeting shall be conducted 

by the council, and only 

those matters which it 

presents shall be 

considered. Although full 

consideration shall be 

given to the judgment 

expressed by the 

congregation, the authority 

for making and carrying 

out final decisions remains 

with the council as the 

governing body of the 

church, except in those 

matters stipulated 

otherwise in the articles of 

incorporation or by law.” 

CRCNA Church Order—

Article 37  
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L I V E  S T R E A M I N G  G O E S  M A I N S T R E A M  
It’s been a few months already, and the live 
streaming of our services has become al-
most normal. As Pastor Anthony resumes 
his sermon series on The Beatitudes begun 
a year ago, it reminds us of how far we’ve 
come in our digital outreach efforts.   

Increasing our internet bandwidth, along 
with purchasing cameras and computer 
hardware, vMix software to control it all, 
and an expanded corps of audio and video 
support volunteers has enabled RCRC to 

reach beyond our walls and engage a broad-
er audience with the Gospel. Many thanks 
to Jim Quinn, who along with leading our 
audio team for many years has been an un-
relenting force in bringing us to this point, 
and to Steve Letter, who at just the right 

time appeared to lend his exper-
tise and willing spirit to the effort. 
Thanks to those volunteers, too; 
Neil vanBarneveldt, James Sel-
vaggio, Jim Leunk, Dave Dill, Ray 
Croucher, Jeff Kuryla, Ron Cok, 
Than Veenje, Zack Veenje, and 
Tim VandeBrake. I even jumped 
on board this wagon! All this 
change brings a sizable learning 
curve, and we’re grateful for our 
team’s willingness to learn and to 
our church family for their pa-

tience as we work out the kinks. Thanks for 
your feedback, and we hope these services 
are a blessing to you and others as we wor-
ship our Lord each week.  

~Gary Harris 

In 2016, the Synod of the CRCNA 
established a committee to prepare a report 
to Synod regarding issues related to human 
sexuality including pornography, gender 
identity, homosexuality, and other 
important and culturally relevant issues 
facing the church today. The committee 
was given five years to do its work. The 
committee has now completed its work and 
has released its 176 page report. It is a 
massive and well researched report. I 
personally support the report and its 
findings. This report will be presented, and 
debated, at Synod 2021 which is expected 
to be held in June. As you can imagine, 
given the content of the report, it is 
anticipated that the report will dominate 
the debate at Synod. This is a time to pray 
for our denomination, for the church in 
general, and for people who are struggling 
with their sexuality.  

If you would like to read the entire 176 

page report you can do so by 
clicking this link: 
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/h
uman_sexuality_report_2020.pdf.  If you 
would prefer a shorter summary of its 
contents, then I commend to you the 
Executive Summary of the report which is 
only 12 pages in length. You can read the 
Executive summary by clicking here: 
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/su
mmary_human_sexuality_report_2020.pd
f . 

As your pastor, I would like to welcome 
you to reach out to me if you have 
questions or concerns about this report. I 
particularly wish to provide pastoral care to 
people who may be struggling with issues 
presented in the report. One of the many 
commendable attributes of this report is its 
focus on pastoral care. Please feel free to 
contact me. 

~Pastor Anthony  Selvaggio  

Pastoral Update:  
The CRCNA Report on Human Sexuality 

To read more 
about this topic, 
see Pastor An-
thony’s article 

from the March 
2020 edition of  

CLN. 

Click Here 

https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/human_sexuality_report_2020.pdf
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/human_sexuality_report_2020.pdf
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/summary_human_sexuality_report_2020.pdf
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/summary_human_sexuality_report_2020.pdf
https://www.crcna.org/sites/default/files/summary_human_sexuality_report_2020.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/10/10848803-2540-4471-8bae-bfd4eee9bf96/documents/Mar-Apr-web.pdf
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“This 12 week 

course...gives each 

participant the 

opportunity to choose one 

specific personal struggle 

to work on. These are 

things that may 

unknowingly keep us 

from a healthy 

relationship with others, 

ourselves and even 

God. !”  

 

Change is 
hard. It’s 
particularly 
challenging if 
we feel like 
we’re trying 
to manage it 
on our own. 
I’d like to 
share a bit 
about an 
invitation to 
( w o r k 
t o w a r d ) 
change I 
a c c e p t e d 
during the 
early weeks 

of the Covid lockdown in April. I was 
invited by a friend to join her on a virtual 
course offered through her church in 
Oxford, UK. It is a course called STEPS 
and is modeled after the 12 Step program 
associated with Alcoholics Anonymous. 
This 12 week course, developed by a 
Danish couple now living and working in 
London, gives each participant the 
opportunity to choose one specific personal 
struggle to work on. These are things that 
may unknowingly keep us from a healthy 
relationship with others, ourselves and even 
God. I am grateful that, following my 
experience of the course, I found freedom 
from bitterness and healing in my 
relationship with one of my siblings.  

I was invited by one of the STEPS leaders 
to co-facilitate a group for a second 12 
week course this fall. At the end of that 
course in early December, I felt the pull to 
offer a virtual course at RCRC. There is 
already interest from a couple of our 
members and the Elders are in support of 
this opportunity. Please check on the link 
below for more information on the course 
from Christ Church London. Contact me if 
you are interested or have further questions. 
We will hold an introduction session on 
February 10, 7:30-9:00 pm and the course 
will begin February 24.   

https://www.stepscourse.org 

Lasting change is the result of thinking and feeling 
differently, not simply the consequence of external 
rules or actions. STEPS takes exactly this 
approach and so people find that as God is at work 
on the inside they start to live differently as a result.  

-David Stroud, pastor Christ Church London 
 
~Juli Elliot 

Juli Elliot 

https://www.stepscourse.org
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“The idea ...was to 

provide a safe dedicated 

work/study environment 

for at-home students...at 

least 6 laptops were 

returned to #33 School 

which were either 

destroyed or damaged 

due to a lack of  a safe 

place to keep a computer 

while at home.” 

The “Little Desk Project”  originated with 
my Kiwanis Club, Lakeshore Rochester 
Kiwanis. The idea of building and distrib-
uting the desks (see photo attached) began 
with an evening news story featuring a man 
that built desks for at-home learners affect-
ed by the Covid-19 virus. I don't recall his 
name or where this community was locat-
ed, but I thought this could work in Roch-
ester as well.   

The idea behind the desk project was to 
provide a safe dedicated work/study envi-
ronment for at-home students.  Esther 
(teacher at #33 School) told us that at least 
6 laptops were returned to #33 School 
which were either destroyed or damaged 
due to a lack of a safe place to keep a com-
puter while at home. 

A few facts and figures: We built 26 desks 
at a cost of just over $25 each. Ken Page 
and I built a few desks in Ken's workshop 
as a trial run.  Afterward, we purchased all 
the remaining materials (cabinet grade ply-
wood and 2 x 4's) for building the remain-
der of the desks. Ken cut all the desk com-
ponents in his shop and on November 
14th, we met as a group at Edison Tech 
High School to assemble and finish the 
desks.  

Fortunately, one of our Club members 
knows the principal at Edison Tech, Jacob 
Scott. Mr. Scott granted our group free 
access to using the woodshop facility at 
Edison Tech for the day. This gave us 
plenty of space and room to work, much 
appreciated given that we are still under 
strict distancing guidelines during this pan-
demic. 

The group included 6 people from the Ki-
wanis club, Ken Page and also Auke Ver-
bree. 

Within 5 hours, we were able to complete 
the desk assembly and clear coat finishing 
of the desks.  After drying overnight, we 
started the distribution process. Principal 
Scott was excited about our service project 
and hoped to be able to keep some of the 
desks, distributed through his network of 
administrators throughout RCSD. 

 

We left 8 desks for Principal Scott at Edi-
son, 3 were delivered to RCS, 8 desks were 
delivered to #7 School, and 7 desks went 
to #33 School, for a total of 26 desks. 

I also include a photo sent from a grateful 
RCSD School #7 student showing his desk 
being put to use. 

 

~Ed Bouwmeester 

 

 



 

 

Warm up to Remote Learning:  Thank you 
for your generosity to the children of 
School #33.  About 200 items were donat-
ed—socks, hoodies, coats, hats, and gloves 
plus miscellaneous food items and school 
supplies.  And that doesn’t count the bags 
of beautifully hand knitted items from the 
knitting ministry.  In addition to the cloth-
ing a candy jar was filled for the staff who 
work every day in the school building.  Plus 
Mary S. made 2 cards that were copied for 
giving to people.  One card was for faculty 
and staff and one was for the families to 
encourage them as they carry on with re-
mote learning.  An administrator told Nan-
cy after the delivery “Oh, my goodness, 
thank you so much.”    

Here are the words that were written on 
the back of the cards: For families: May 
you be encouraged as you help your child 
do school work.  It can be hard, but keep 
trying. Take it one step at a time. Thank 
you for helping your child learn and 
grow.   Happy learning.    From RCRC 

For faculty: Thank you for your persever-
ance.  What you do is important.  It’s not 
easy, but may you have hope for the future 
as you invest in the lives and learning of 
your students.  We think about and pray 
for all at School #33 often.  An early Merry 
Christmas to you.   RCRC--- Rochester 
Christian Reformed Church 

 

It’s beginning to look a bit more like 
school once was as Rochester City Schools 
plan to begin some in-person instruction in 
January with more in-person planned be-
ginning in February.  Please pray for teach-
ers and administrators as they plan for this 
new phase of education.  Pray for students 
and families to be patient and to persevere 
as they continue to learn remotely and as 
they look forward to some in-person in-
struction in the months ahead. 

Thank you for your support in helping the 
students of School #33 stay warm.  They 
are enjoying wearing the socks, hoodies, 
mittens, gloves, hats, and coats donated by 
RCRC.  Over 200 items were donated plus 

many many handknit items from the knit-
ting ministry.  Those handmade mittens 
and hats are always special.  The staff at 
School #33 continues to be grateful for 
our support. 

Along with the clothing we delivered cards 
designed by Mary Steensma.  One set was 
for caregivers of students and one set was 
for teachers.  Inscribed on the back of the 
cards were these messages:  

For caregivers:   
May you be 
encouraged as 
you help your 
child do school 
work.  It can be 
hard, but keep 
trying. Take it 
one step at a 
time. Thank 
you for helping 
your child learn 
a n d  g r o w .  
Happy learning.    
From RCRC 

For faculty and 
staff: Thank you 
for your persever-
ance.  What you do 
is important.  It’s 
not easy, but may 
you have hope for 
the future as you 
invest in the lives 
and learning of 
your students.  We 
think about and 
pray for all at 
School #33 often.  
An early Merry 
Christmas to you.   RCRC--- Rochester 
Christian Reformed Church 

Our support of School #33 is one way we 
are contributing to the common good for 
the glory of God.  One small way we can 
bring shalom to a hurting world.  Thank 
you again.  

  

~Nancy Johnson 
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S C H O O L  #33  N E W S  

“May you be encouraged 

as you help your child do 

school work.  It can be 

hard, but keep trying. 

Take it one step at a 

time. Thank you for 

helping your child learn 

and grow.    

Happy learning.     

From RCRC” 
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A  P E R S O N A L  T E S T I M O N Y   

“What is Parkinson's?  

How will it affect me? 

How will it affect my 

wife and family?  How 

will it affect my work?    

With hindsight, I can 

see God's hand in all 

that was to follow.  
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A Parkinson's Story. Well almost. 

In 1997, after coming home from the gym, 
I sat down in my recliner and noticed my 
leg was shaking.  I thought it was just a 
normal reaction to the exercises I had just 
gone through. When it persisted for several 
weeks, I went to a doctor and was diag-
nosed as having Benign Essential Tremor.   
I convinced myself the tremors were not all 
that bad, and if Katharine Hepburn could 
tolerate the disease, so could I.  However, 
after two years of unsuccessful treatment, I 
asked my primary physician for a referral to 
the University of Rochester Medical Cen-
ter's Department of Neurology. 

 In February of 2000, Dr. Karl Kieburtz 
examined me and gave me the news. “You 
have Parkinson's Disease,” he said.  I'm 
sure I sat through his whole spiel shaking 
my head in affirmation of what he had to 
say without the slightest recollection of it.  
I do recall him saying “it's progressive” and 
there is no known cure.  He also said the 
outlook is good, and a cure may be possi-
ble in about ten years.  After all, such nota-
bles as Janet Reno, Mohammad Ali and 
Michael J. Fox were directing great atten-
tion to this condition. 

As I was driving home, I called my wife, 
Betty, to tell her the news.  As soon as I 
heard her voice the mental wall I had care-

fully constructed to cope with my doctor 
came crashing down. I managed to say I 
have Parkinson’s but was unable to utter 
another word. I drove down the express-
way unable to see through my tears, driving 
the last twenty minutes in silence while 
Betty waited patiently on the phone. 

The Learning Curve 

Like many before me, I immersed myself in 
research. What is Parkinson's?  How will it 
affect me? How will it affect my wife and 
family?  How will it affect my work?   How 
long will I be able to work? What plans 
must I change for retirement, etc? 

With hindsight, I can see God's hand in all 
that was to follow. I was introduced to two 
special people, Dr. Irene Richard and her 
assistant, Nancy Pearson.  Dr. Richard 
would be my new neurologist.  She’s a 
graduate of Yale University School of Med-
icine and later would be selected as an In-
vestigating Senior Medical Advisor to the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation. Since I was a 
new medical patient not yet tainted by 
drugs, I was a good candidate to participate 
in early Parkinson's research projects, so I 
did.  Meanwhile, Dr. Richard kept me up-
to-date on the latest progress in Parkin-
son's treatments.   

A Work in Progress 

The next ten years were a time to discover 
which drugs were appropriate for the Par-
kinson symptoms I had. Determining this 
is complicated but these medications pro-
vided a great quality of life with minimal 
side effects.  However, the one thing drugs 
could not do was remove my tremors.                                                                                          

Now, people will tell you I'm a pretty mel-
low guy.  My love for woodworking in my 
shop is very important to me. It became a 
concern then, when my Parkinson's started 
to interfere with my hobby and the quality 
of my craftsmanship.  Nor was it pleasant 
to think that the stiffening of my hand into 
a claw, or the rolling of some imaginary 
object between my thumb and forefinger 
would be the first or last impression I 
would wish to leave with someone. With 
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“Nothing prepares you 

for the experience of  

someone drilling a hole 

in your skull while 

you're still awake and 

attached to a metal 

frame that amplifies the 

sound some twentyfold.”  

that in mind, I entered the next phase of my 
treatment. 

Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) 

Dr. Richard suggested I go to a symposium 
on Deep Brain Stimulation put on by neuro-
surgeon Dr. Jason Schwalb.  Attending this 
session encouraged me to learn all I could 
about DBS. After discussions with Betty, 
hearing the opinions of my family, assessing 
the risks, checking up on the references, 
skill, and credentials of my surgeon, and 
taking into account my age (a young 59), we 
determined DBS was the best course of ac-
tion. However, Dr. Schwalb had accepted a 
new position at a Detroit hospital requiring 
him to move by the end of the year. There-
fore, we scheduled surgery for December 
12, 2008. 

The weekend before surgery, I woke up 
with a giant toothache. My surgeon advised 
me he could not perform any surgical proce-
dure due to the risk of infection. I called my 
dentist, Dr. Matthew Coles, on Friday.  He 
got me in that same day and told me I need-
ed a root canal.  I explained my situation 
and Dr. Coles agreed to start the procedure 
the next day. Three hours of work on Satur-
day then two more hours on Sunday. When 
he was done, Dr. Coles wrote my surgeon 
and advised him no signs of infection were 
found during the procedure.  On the 
strength of that letter from Dr. Coles, sur-
gery was rescheduled for the following 
week. 

.Now, it doesn't take a rocket scientist to see 
more is at work here than luck. I am con-
vinced this was due to divine intervention. 
God made this happen. 

Surgery 

To begin, the surgical team installed a metal 
halo around my head.  It was fastened by 
tightening four screws through my skin into 
my skull. Twice. (they didn’t like the first 
location) The purpose of this gizmo was to 
give my doctors a GPS of sorts to guide a 
four-pronged probe into my head. This 
probe would eventually be hooked up to a 
pulse generator (similar to a pacemaker) to 
stimulate the part of the brain causing my 
tremors. With my halo firmly in place, I was 

ready for my MRI and CAT scans.  It was 
interesting to see the faces of other patients 
and visitors as I was transported through the 
corridors of a hospital with a metal cage 
screwed to my head.  I must admit it was 
great fun seeing all the different reactions.   

What I realized is this surgery is a big deal. 
Dr. Schwalb, his assistant and a nurse were 
there along with half a dozen other folks. 
He took hold of my cage and gave it a vigor-
ous shake just to make sure it was fastened 
firmly, never mind that my head was still 
attached to it. Next came the anesthesia, 
then it was time to begin.   

Did I mention I was wide awake through 
most of the surgery?  Apparently, the brain 
feels no pain and I would have to communi-
cate to the surgeon the different sensations I 
would feel as they charted progress to the 
intended target. 

Nothing prepares you for the experience of 
someone drilling a hole in your skull while 
you're still awake and attached to a metal 
frame that amplifies the sound some twen-
tyfold.  It sounded just like a low speed den-
tist drill only louder and bigger.  A lot louder 
and a lot bigger. It is in that moment I was 
reminded of the concept of “a higher au-
thority.”  It's now up to you, Lord.  Thy will 
be done. 

 The surgery was a success.  By actively 
moving my arm and leg and hearing the au-
dio feedback on their equipment, the sur-
geons knew the probe was installed in the 
right spot. When the probe reached this lo-
cation my tremor stopped immediately.  A 
minor miracle was born. 

In God's Hand 

As much as we like to think we're in control, 
we really aren't.  This story should end here 
but it didn't. God had his own plan. 

In March of the following year, we decided 
to visit our son, David and his family in 
Texas for our grandson’s third birthday.  
While there, helping to install a new deck at 
their home, I started to lose my balance, and 
when I walked or drove, I would veer to the 
right.  Parkinson's had already taken my 
sense of smell away but now I was losing all 
sense of taste.  My lips started to tingle, and 
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I was losing my ability to complete sentenc-
es.  When we returned to Rochester, an 
MRI was performed, and they found I had 
developed a cyst where the probe was in-
serted.  This cyst was growing and creating 
pressure in my head causing these symp-
toms. 

By all indications the cyst was an anomaly. 
It should not have been there and would 
have to be removed. Since my surgeon had 
already moved to Detroit, it was now a race 
to find a competent replacement who was 
familiar with the DBS procedure.  Thank-
fully, we didn't have to look far.  We found 
Dr. Robert Plunket, a more than capable 
neurosurgeon at Buffalo General Hospital.   

We know God works in mysterious ways.  
Sometimes in ways we don't readily under-
stand.  In my case the probe which was 
working so well to eliminate the tremors 
now would have to be removed. This was 
not the news I wanted to hear. Dr. Plunket 
drained the cyst but, in order to do so, he 
had to remove the probe. 

The morning after the surgery, Betty and 
my sister, Lena, came to visit. As they tell 
me, I just got up out of bed, unaided, and 
walked to the nurse’s station.  I didn't even 
realize the cane I so desperately needed 
before the surgery was left behind leaning 
against the wall of my hospital room. And, 
my tremors were still gone. 

As far as my doctors can determine, the 
probe was “inexplicably” replaced by some 

kind of lesion or scar tissue on the exact 
spot required to stop all my tremors.  That 
was in April of 2009, and all is still calm. 

Today 

It has been 23 years since my initial diagno-
sis of Parkinson’s disease and 12 years since 
my Deep Brain Stimulation Surgery. For 
the most part the drugs I take daily make 
the disease invisible to most people.  But I 
am now 71 years old and find it difficult in 
phrasing the simplest sentence. Parkinson’s 
disease has left me with the urge to write, 
but without the proper mental acuity to 
write effectively.  Hence this article. It is 
my hope that this story conveys the awe-
some wonder and power of God. We are 
all destined to walk different paths in life 
but upon reflection realize that each path is 
of God’s choosing. The “Who, What, Why, 
and How’s” of our stories remain a mystery 
God has promised someday to make 
known to us. That’s good enough for me!  

When we walk with the Lord 

In the light of the word, 

what a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, 

He abides with us still, 

and with all who would trust and obey. 

 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way, to be 
happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey. 

 

Amen to that! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Auke Z Verbree 
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D E AC O N S ’  Y E A R -E N D  R E P O R T  

E L E C T R O N I C  G I V I N G  2021  

Donations for the Gen-
eral Ministry Fund and 
Food Offerings are col-
lected every Sunday. In 
addition, the following 
separate funds are 
scheduled for each Sun-
day:  

1/3 CES 

1/10 Deacon’s Fund  

1/17  Compass Care 

1/24 Cadet Sunday  

1/31   RCRC General 
 Ministries 

2/7 CES 

2/14 RCRC General 
 Ministries 

2/21 International 
 Missions  

2/28 Good News Jail 
 Ministry 

Many of you switched over to electronic giving through e-Giving on our website in 2020. 
We thank you for that. Electronic giving helps our ministry by providing more consistent 
giving in general, which enables us to minister more effectively. If you haven’t switched to 
electronic giving, we encourage you to set up an account through the “Giving” section on 
our website. This e-Giving account allows you to set up ACH gifts, which are automatic 
payments directly from your bank account. 
 
Some of you have asked about fees associated with e-Giving. Although there are fees, they 
are minimal. E-giving lightens the load for our finance volunteers and improves accuracy. 
e-Giving is still the preferred method of making your donation.  If you would like to 
help offset these fees, please feel free to do so.  
 
The breakdown of the fees is as follows. 
An e-Giving ACH gift (automated direct payments which transfer directly from your 
bank account) would have a $0.39 transaction fee and 0.75% fee on the total amount. So a 
$100 gift  to RCRC using e-Giving ACH would have a $1.14 fee.  
Credit/Debit card e-Giving gifts have slightly higher fees associated with them - a 
$0.39 transaction fee and a 3% fee on the total amount. So a $100 gift to RCRC using 
your credit/debit card would have a $3.39 fee. You can choose to include the cost of your 
fee in your giving when you make a gift by credit/debit card. 
 
Given the fee differential between e-Giving with ACH and e-Giving with credit/debit 
cards, ACH is obviously the most cost-efficient option. We are, of course, grateful for 
your generous giving and are happy to receive your giving in the manner that is most con-
venient for you. 
 
~RCRC Finance Team 

J A N .—F E B .  
O F F E R I N G  
S C H E D U L E  

As we close on the year 2020, the reflec-
tions that are most prevalent to me are the 
ones that Rochester CRC has been a part 
of.  Prior to this year, our services were 
limited mostly to the people within the four 
walls of our beautiful building on Atlantic 
Avenue, Wednesday evenings were full of 
the sounds of children and adults eating 
together, playing music, and learning more 
about our world and God’s will for us in 
it.  At the close of this year, on Sunday 
mornings our pews are 1/3 full, but our 
virtual messages and live streamed services 
are thankfully well attended!  We’ve taught 
each other how to use Zoom, Teams and 
Google Hangouts.  We “meet” very differ-
ently than before, but we meet, and that is 
wonderful!  We have been SAFE!  Isn’t that 
a blessing also?!  We are also very humbled 
by the support of our congregation and our 

friends and neighbors, who have supported 
R o ch es t e r  CR C t h r o u g h  t h i s 
storm.  Through this year of uncertainty, 
we have been reminded of God’s grace 
through your support of our missions and 
financial needs.  This year we adjusted our 
goal of our approved budget of $374,000, 
to meeting our expected expenses of 
$359,000.  As of 12/31/2020, I’m very 
pleased to inform you that our offerings 
have exceeded our expected expens-
es!  Final figures will be out very soon!  

Thank you for showing your support 
through a very trying year.  May you all find 
blessings bountiful in the new year.   
God Bless you all.  
 

~Christine Ferraraccio, Chair of Deacons 
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Thanks for supporting 

our youth! 

The photos show the Sr. High painting their mugs and bowls in early December. The Jr. 
High did the same project in November! The Youth Group will have a card making 
project (to send cards to others) on January 17 starting at 6:00 p.m. We will also have 
some food at this event! Regular Sr. High meetings will resume on January 24 and Jr. High 
will start up again on January 27.  

~ Julie Vande Brake 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
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applications in soon!” 
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Because of the pandemic, the dates for 
Flower City Work Camp 2021 have been 
changed to June 28th – July 2nd.  Based on 
these new dates, here are the application 
dates that you need to know. Flower City 
Work Camp will be limited to a total of 
400 students this year. So apply early!  

 

APPLICATION DATES 

Volunteer App – open January 1st, due 
March 15th 
Student App – open January 1st, due 
March 5th 

Register after January 1st at 
https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/ 

9-12th graders get priority through January 

31st.  7-8th graders can sign up beginning 
February 1st if space is available. 

There will be a FCWC Youth Conference 
(2 days) during the week of March 28-April 
1. Exact dates and time for the conference 
are yet to be determined and will be e-
mailed to everyone.  

 

~ Julie Vande Brake 

 

 

Check up on the latest from the Higby’s 
(working with Wycliff Bible Translations), 
the Gryglewicz Family in Haiti (part of the 
CRCNA’s Resonate Global Missions), and 
locally The Open Door Mission and Cam-
eron Community Center. 
Their newsletters and/or links to their web-
sites can be found on our website: 
Rochester Christian Reformed Church | 

Outreach (rochestercrc.org)   

MISSION NEWS! 

https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer-app/
https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/student-app/
https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
https://www.rochestercrc.org/outreach
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  O U R  C H U R C H  F A M I LY   

For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is emailed out every 2 weeks 

from the Church Office.  Printed copies are available on the alcove table in the narthex 

or you may call the church office to request a copy to be placed in your RCRC mail slot.   

The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the “Member Information” sec-

tion under the “More” tab. 

 

Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  
 
Ray Leuwen 
293 Rich’s Dugway 
Rochester, NY 14625 
 
Grada Steenblok  
The Legacy 
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211 
Penfield, NY 14526 
 

V I S I T A T I O N  M I N I S T RY  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our mem-
bers listed below. If you are interested in visiting a shut-

in, please contact Shari Harrison at  

jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

For birthday list, please 
refer to the “Members” 

section (under the “More” 
tab of  the RCRC website.)  

Need the password?  
Contact the church office or 

your district elder.  

“Therefore encourage one 

another and build one 

another up, just as you are 

doing.  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry
https://www.rochestercrc.org/members
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A N O T H E R  D R I V E -B Y  C E L E B R AT I O N !  

Peter and Lena Veenje celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Saturday, November 14th.  A 
parade organized by their family and led by Pastor Anthony gathered in a nearby parking lot.  The 
entourage headed out just before noon and circled around their neighborhood honking horns and 
showering all manner of cards and words of congratulations!  A great time was had by all.  
Congratulations Peter and Lena!  God is Good! 
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OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR OUR MARCH—APRIL ISSUE:   

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
 

DELIVERY DATE:  MARCH 7, 2021 
Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) Next Issue... 

2750 Atlantic Avenue 

Penfield, New York  14526 

www.rochestercrc.org 

585-381-7861 

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter

