
 

 

Dear Friends and Family, 

  

How are you doing during this time? We have been joking with people about how Haiti 

has prepared us over the past year on how to live while on quarantine.  Now we all have 

a shared experience of being on lockdown! 

  

It has been a difficult year in Haiti, to say the least. This is our second switch to distance 

learning with school.  The security situation in Haiti deteriorated last semester, but 

rebounded a bit over Christmas break.  

  

Things flared up again in February which caused the annual Kanaval (Carnival) 

celebration to be cancelled for the second year in a row.  Then the US State 

Department elevated Haiti to level 4 (Do Not Travel) because of an uptick in armed 

robbery and kidnappings.  We were essentially put on the same level as North Korea 

and Afghanistan for the second time in a year (the last time was in February 2019).  

  

Then Coronavirus hit.  

  

On Thursday the US government put the entire world on a level 4 travel warning, urging 

US citizens to return home as soon as possible if they are not ok with staying for an 

indefinite period of time in a foreign country.  That same evening, Haiti closed its 

airports and essentially locked everyone on the island.   

  

There have been attempts to get flights in to bring citizens back to the US, but the 

Haitian government has barred them from actually accomplishing that goal.  For the first 

time in a very long time, the US itself is not entirely stable with the virus spreading 

rapidly.  There are so many factors to consider with the current situation, however as a 

family we have prayed and decided to stay and ride it out here in Haiti.  

  



We are stocked up with supplies and live in a secure compound. It is very easy to 

isolate here (and we've had lots of practice!). We have a very large network of people 

including missionary pilots, market and pharmacy owners, healthcare workers, and 

private water companies. Our compound is owned and managed by the honorary 

consul for Belgium which adds an extra layer of security.  

  

We want to apologize for being so quiet for the past 5 months without really posting and 

sending out updates. It has been challenging sharing with people what has been 

happening here as we have just been discouraged about things. 

  

There has been plenty of good news to share, such as the celebration of our second 

anniversary of moving to Haiti, the completion of two church construction projects and 

beginning of a third, deepening relationships with partners for Johnny and with students 

for Kim, and the girls really connect well with their classmates.  We also had a 

wonderful, restful time on a regional retreat with our organization just over a week ago. 

We drove from our side of the island to Santo Domingo, DR (10 hours with the border 

crossing and 12 military checkpoints along the way!) Overall things are going well, 

despite the ongoing security (and now health) challenges.  

  

One of the things we were looking forward to the most was coming home to the US for 

our Re:Connect. This is a period where we come to the states for a period of time to 

thank and catch up with all of our family, friends, and supporters. If travel restrictions are 

lifted in June, we'll be back in the US to speak at churches, meet up with people one-on-

one, and just spend quality time together!  After a long period of sheltering in place, this 

will be such a welcome relief!  We expect to be in the Grand Rapids area for 3-4 weeks 

and about 6 weeks in Texas. Kim's schedule will be slightly different based on school 

obligations, but we'll have firmer timeframes a bit closer to the summer (assuming 

international travel is allowed again).  

  

We'll be in touch to schedule a time to connect with as many of you as possible. In the 

meantime, take this opportunity to reorganize your closets, do something creative, and 

be more intentional in your closest relationships.  We are all in this together, even 

though we are worlds apart!  

  

Love, 

  

The G Fam  

 



 

 
 

Our friend, Samuel (pictured below), brought his Tap Tap for us to use for family photos. 

A tap tap is a converted small truck that is the primary way people travel in the city. 

They are everywhere! They are called Tap Taps because when you are riding and you 

want to stop and get out you "tap tap" to let the driver know! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The church construction project in Bas Lundi. Resonate coordinates with Sonbeam International and 

individual donors to construct foundation, supports, and roof of the church. The church congregation 

works together to finish the walls, doors, and windows. The finished building becomes a place of 

worship, school, community and political meeting center, and emergency shelter if needed. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

This church in Lamontay shows the progress of the walls as the local congregation works together to 

finish the project.   

 



 

 

The family made bath bombs together during lockdown last semester. Projects like this helped us 

keep our sanity! And what a cute picture of the girls with their long hair. Both got haircuts and 

pierced ears in November.  Check out their braids in the next picture!  



 

 

 

Kailey and Olivia love their friends at church! Normally we have two bilingual Sunday services 

(message is Haitian Creole with headset translation to English). With the COVID-19 situation we 

have gone online for services. As a family we have also started having our own little church service 

in the living room. Kailey taught Psalm 23 to all of us this morning. What a sweet blessing in the 

midst of troubled times!  

 

 



 

 

 

Our regional retreat was in the Dominican Republic and was supposed to be from March 12 - 17. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic rapidly spreading the Haitian government closed the land border on 

the 16th. We had to leave a day early to make it back in to Haiti before the border closed. We still 

had a wonderful time of rest and reconnections with the missionary families from our region (Mexico 

& the Caribbean). The girls LOVED their friend Jaelah who lives with her family in Mexico.  

 



 

 

The ladies of the Mexico/Caribbean region (above) and the men (below).  We represent Mexico, 

Haiti, Belize, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Johnny and the girls on top of the Spanish fort in Santo Domingo. This is the oldest European 

settlement in North America (Fun Fact: St. Augustine, FL is the oldest European settlement in the 

US). 

 



 

 

I don't often share photos of the girls at school because we cannot post their classmates on our 

personal social media, etc. (This photo was shared on the school Facebook page so I am sharing it 

here). I (Kim) had the opportunity to read a book to Kailey's class and do a STEM project afterwards. 

Kailey's group got 2nd place in the challenge to build the tallest tower from plastic cups and 

notecards.  

 



 

 

 

In February, the police force demanded a number of things from the Haitian government. When they 

were ignored, they launched a series of attacks to prevent Kanaval (Haitian Carnival) from taking 

place. During that time we went up the mountain to avoid the chaos for a couple of days. It is a 

completely different world there...cool, misty, and quiet.  Since then the Haitian government has 

given in to the demands and things calmed a bit.  


