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C HURCH L IFE
DECEMBER
WORSHIP
12/2 10:30am

Tamar: A Christmas Story
Genesis 38

6:00pm—Taize Service
12/9 10:30am

Rahab: A Christmas Story
Joshua 2

12/16 10:30am

Ruth: A Christmas Story
Ruth 2

6:00pm—Lessons and
Carols
12/23 10:30am

Bathsheba: A Christmas
Story

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW:
BLENDED WORSHIP RETURNS TO RCRC

1 Kings 1:1-31
12/25 10:00am

Mary: A Christmas Story
Acts 1:1-14

12/30 10:30am

Huldah?: A Message for
the New Year
2 Kings 22

CALENDAR OF EVENTS has
moved to inside back cover
Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
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When I first began attending RCRC in 2010, I noticed immediately RCRC’s
commitment to blended
worship, that is a mixing of
a traditional worship style
(liturgy and hymnody) with
the occasional incorporation of a contemporary
praise band. Due to the
departure of some key
players who enabled contemporary worship
at
RCRC, our worship drifted

naturally into an almost
exclusively traditional format. It is important to remember that this worship
style drift was not the result of a decision by the
leadership to change direction, but rather merely a
result of changes in personnel. The change in worship style was due solely to
the fact that we simply
lacked the talent and leadership to continue to offer
quality contemporary worship at RCRC.
Well, I am pleased to report that God has provided
us with the talent and leadership to reintroduce blended worship at RCRC. The
arrival of Jordan Grant
among us has provided us
with someone who is highly talented in leading contemporary worship and
also theologically grounded in the traditions and cul-

ture of the CRCNA. Jordan provides us with the
requisite musical and worship leader gifts. In addition, Sue Bratt-Cok has
stepped forward to provide
us with the spiritual and
administrative leadership
which is necessary to give
this new initiative momentum and focus. I am deeply grateful to both Jordan
and Sue for being the pillars of this new effort. In
addition to the contributions of Jordan and Sue, we
also have the tireless commitment of our worship
coordinator, Kathy Quinn,
who has faithfully stepped
forward to oversee the incorporation and enfolding
of this contemporary element so that it will be
seamlessly woven into the
greater fabric of our worship here at RCRC. Thank
(cont’d on pg. 2)
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(CONT’D FROM COVER)

“I want to see a mixture
of the best of what the
historical and
contemporary church has
to offer regarding
worship. I am also
committed to quality in
worship.”

you Jordan, Sue, and
Kathy!
So, what does this mean
for our worship? Well, the
present goal is offer a contemporary contribution to
our morning worship services once a month with
the first such service
planned for December 16,
2018. I hope that you will
look forward to this service
and that you will also provide your feedback on it to
me, to Kathy, to Jordan, to
Sue, and to Susan GilbertCollins (Chairperson of the
Worship Committee). It is
our hope that you will find
this worship glorifying to
God and edifying to your
soul. I realize people appreciate different worship
styles. I too have my personal preferences when it
comes to worship. But I
also realize that sometimes
I need to lay aside my style
preferences for the sake of
others. I have received
several emails and many
comments from people at
RCRC who have asked for

a return to blended worship, particularly from
younger people. Even if
you do not personally prefer contemporary worship,
my hope is that you will
join in our church’s missional effort to broaden our
ministry in order to reach a
wider group of people who
are blessed by such worship.
It is important to
keep in mind that this is
not a new commitment or
new direction for RCRC,
but rather a resurrection of
an older commitment.
Blended worship has been
part of our congregational
legacy and history. Please
be assured that this is not a
first step towards bringing
in the fog machine, electric
guitars, and drums. This is
also not some clandestine
cabal aimed at moving
RCRC toward exclusively
contemporary worship. I
am committed to a vision
of worship here at RCRC
which is in line with what
Robert Webber refers to as

“Ancient-Future Worship.”
I want to see a mixture of
the best of what the historical and contemporary
church has to offer regarding worship. I am also
committed to quality in
worship. What we do here
in worship we will do well.
With Sue, Jordan, and
Kathy at the helm, I am
confident it will be done
well. We have one overarching motto and manifesto when it comes to worship, whatever we do we
will do to the glory of God
(1 Corinthians 10:31). So,
on December 16, 2018,
come to worship with an
open mind and an open
heart. Come to worship
the Lord and to encourage
one another.

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio
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BRING PEACE AND JOY THIS CHRISTMAS
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, During this Christmas season, please
gather a few people together and go to a nursing home or to someone who lives
alone, to sing carols and hymns with our churchfamily members. (See page 11 for a list of RCRC
shut-ins). Or send a card, make a phone call, (you
get the idea) bring joy to the lonely, comfort the
grieving and pray for those who have diminished
health and are fighting serious illness and facing
surgery and dealing with ongoing treatments. Bring
Peace and Joy in Jesus name.
~Fellowship Team

RCRC CONGREGATION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Tim Collins, Council President

The main event of November was the Congregational Meeting, held on
the 13th. This is the one
time in the year when we
gather as a church to step
back and take stock, and
plan for the year ahead.
Elders and deacons each
reviewed the year past,
and as a congregation we
passed a budget for the
coming year. This budget
represents a modest increase over the previous
budget, largely reflecting
cost-of-living increases
for the staff. Passing a
budget is a promise made
by each of us to share the
resources God has given
us. For most of us this is
sacrificial, not surplus
giving. Please bear that in
mind as we approach the

end of the year, when we
will each be called upon
to give well above and
beyond to fulfill the
promise of last year’s
budget.
The congregation also
passed a motion approving investing a third of
the money we have set
aside (money which
would typically be used
as a housing allowance
for the pastor, and for
capital improvements) in
conservative
mutual
funds yet to be chosen,
simply to use our resources wisely. We received a report from the
Christian Education Society, which helps support
children attend Rochester
Christian School. We
also elected five new
members to Council: Tim
Frelier, Alice Harris and
Dan Veenje (elder); Tom
Scott and Dianka Sobiech
(deacon). Many thanks
are due to those five and
to the additional two who
also allowed their names
to stand. Retiring from
Council are David Punter, David Dill, Neil van
Barneveldt (who served a
four-year term), Jim
Quinn and myself. I am

grateful for the care and
hard work each of these
put in and hope you will
share your appreciation
with them as well. They
have given their highest
efforts and it has been a
privilege to serve with
them.
Family gatherings tell
you a lot about a family’s
health, and congregational meetings do the same
for a church. This spirit
of the gathering was one
of unity (reflected in the
votes taken) and gratitude
for the place God has
brought us to. The newly
elected Council members
include both new faces
and those who have
served before, also a
healthy sign. A close look
at the budget will show a
church that values its
staff, and also works to
support a number of very
important ministries and
efforts. Most of all, as
reflected in pastor Anthony’s report, we are a family which is looking forward, prayerful and hopeful about the road ahead,
excited to see where Jesus will lead us next.

~Tim Collins, Council
President

“...we are a family
which is looking
forward, prayerful and
hopeful about the road
ahead, excited to see
where Jesus will lead us
next.”
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WHAT ARE SCHOOL #33 S TUDENTS
THANKFUL FOR??
The School #33 students
made posters with some
of our volunteers showing things they were
thankful for. The posters
were displayed in the cafeteria to brighten up the
space and to remind the
students of what they are
thankful for.

“We have volunteers in
the building every day of
the week. Please pray
for our volunteers as they
work with teachers and
students.”

What are you thankful for?
~Nancy Johnson
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P age 5

NEWS FROM BETHANY COK - GUATAMALA
Dear RCRC family,
I hope you’re all well,
enjoying the beginning of
this Advent season and
the snow that I’ve heard
is accompanying it. I cannot believe how quickly
this past month has flown
by! But before I give
some updates on how
things are going here in
Guatemala I just wanted
to thank you all for your
incredible support when I
was back in Rochester in
September and October,
through the offering taken, the pie sale fundraiser, and all of your wonderful words of encouragement and prayer. I am
so grateful for each and
every one of you, and
your prayers and donations make the work I’m
doing in Guatemala possible! (And, for those of
you who bought pies and
cheesecakes, I hope you
enjoyed them! J)
I spent part of October in
Grand Rapids, and had a
few meetings about setting up a monitoring and
evaluation system for
SDM’s programs, as well
as a wonderful concert to
raise funds and awareness
about what we’re up to. I
then flew to Xela, where I
dove right back into some
really awesome activities.

We helped the
kids at Caras
Alegres (one of
our
partner
organizations)
celebrate
all
their October
birthdays
in
style,
with
games, zumba,
art, and live
music! We also
did a pilot activity with a potential
new partner, which went
super well. We are so
excited about the possibility of working with
this new partner more
next year. I’ve been volunteering with this organization since April and I
absolutely love these kids
and their families, who
work in the park and public market.
One other exciting part of
November was the community concert SDM
sponsored in a cultural
center in Xela! This was
our second year holding
this concert, where we
feature both young musicians and dancers and
also give some of our
teachers a chance to perform. This year, we had
performances from vocalists, a group of violinists,
a bellydancer, a capoeira
group, and an amazing
group
of
young dancers
with
Down Syndrome.
We
had great attendance
from
the
community
and it was
such a privilege for us to

be able to rally around
and support such phenomenal artists.
As we head into the
Christmas season and are
making plans for next
year, please pray for wisdom in decision-making
and understanding our
priorities for 2019. Pray
for this potential new
partnership, that if it’s
somewhere that God’s
leading us to work more,
He would continue to
open those doors. Pray
for SDM’s stability, both
financially and with all
the musicians and dancers and volunteers working with us. And pray for
safe travels and strength
for Chrissy and I as we
travel to spend Christmas
with our families. I’ll
look forward to seeing
many of you in December! Blessings to each
and every one of you, and
thank you again for all of
your support. God has
shown His faithfulness
through all of you, and
I’m so incredibly grateful
for that.

For His glory,
Bethany

“As we head into the
Christmas season and
are making plans for
next year, please pray
for wisdom in decisionmaking and
understanding our
priorities for 2019.”
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N OW T H AT W E K N OW W HAT T H E Y ’ R E U P T O ,
WHAT’S NEXT?

Editors Note:
“What are they up to?”
articles are written by Sue
Bratt-Cok, and help us
stay connected to our
young adults.
Many thanks, Sue!

Over the past year we’ve been finding out what our young adults are up to.
Some are living in Rochester, but many are not. Some are in school, some have jobs,
and many are trying to figure out what comes next in their lives. They’re making important decisions about education, careers, committed relationships, and about whether
they will be followers of Jesus and how that will play out in their lives.
We as a congregation have a role to play in this, and a responsibility to these
young adults. Regardless of whether a given young adult was baptized in our church
(and we solemnly promised to “receive [them] in love, pray for them, help instruct
them in the faith, and encourage and sustain them in the fellowship of believers”), or
made a public profession of faith in front of us (at which time we promised them “our
love, encouragement, and prayers”), or is connected with us in other ways, our responsibility to them isn’t finished. We have the joy and privilege of continuing to love,
encourage, and pray for them. So let’s do that!
Perhaps you could make a special point of connecting with one or two or three
of these young adults by sending cards or being sure to talk with them when they are
at RCRC. Perhaps you could send every one of them a Christmas card this year with a
personal message of encouragement. Use your imagination to build up the body of
Christ in this way!
On the next page is a list of our young adults along with their birthdays and
mailing addresses, Please use it!
If there’s a young adult (post-high school through age 25) who should be on
this list but isn’t, please let me know so that person can be included in next month’s
newsletter.
Sue Bratt Cok
sbrattcok@gmail.com

DECEMBER OFFERINGS
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:

12/2

Christian Education Society

12/9

Deacons Fund

12/16 International Missions
12/23 RCRC General Ministries

12/25 Christmas Day Worship
Open Door Mission
12/30 RCRC General Ministries
12/31 New Year’s Eve
RCRC General Ministries
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Julian Zehr
1/18
176 Country Manor Way Apt. 17
Webster, NY 14580

Dawt Sung
52 Blue Ridge Rd.
Penfield, NY 14526

Adrian Veenje
3/11
233 Perkins Rd. Apt. C
Rochester, NY 14623

Bethany Cok
6/11
c/o Ron and Sue Bratt Cok
36 Westfield Commons
Rochester, NY 14625

Coby Veenje
3/22
Messiah College
One College Ave. Unit 5530
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
Mackenzie Harris
3/23
c/o Matt and Brenna Harris
331 Phillips Rd.
Webster, NY 14580
Sydney Frelier
3/29
1955 Radcliff Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
Mae Frelier
319 McFarlane Hall
350 New Campus Dr.
Brockport, NY 14420

4/15

Elise Chambery
5/1
c/o Dale and Kathy Chambery
65 Bella Dr.
Penfield, NY 14526
Olivia Smith
5/24
c/o Curt and Sarah Smith
2 Woodbriar Lane
Rochester, NY 14624
Elizabeth Spoelhof
5/24
1 Bobrich Dr. Apt. 11D
Rochester, NY 14610

5/25

Jacqui Shao
6/23
111 East Ave. Apt. 917
Rochester, NY 14604
Emma Spoelhof
810 Hard Rd.
Webster, NY 14580
Audrey Frelier
15 Old Westfall Dr.
Rochester, NY 14625
Kevin Smith
92 Tree Brook Dr.
Rochester, NY 14625

7/24

Caleb Punter
10/4
367 VanDellen Hall
Calvin College
3201 Burton St.
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Emma VandeBrake
Gordon College
255 Grapevine Rd.
Wenham, MA 01984

10/9

Sophie Spoelhof
10/13
Ohio Northern University
402 W. College Ave.
Ada, OH 45810

7/30

Kathleen Fenton
10/19
322 University Commons
Fredonia, NY 14063

8/19

Corinne Elliot
10/19
123 Fitzhugh Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Sara Dill
8/27
1338 Franklin St. #304
Denver, CO 80218
Erika Steensma
9/10
1130 Nielson Court Apt. 3
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Sarah Cok
9/26
2643 Woodmeadow Dr. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Katie Cok
9/26
2512 Woodcliff Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

Laura Fenton
4026 Woodruff Rd.
Livonia, NY 14487

10/28

Autumn Punter
11/19
260 Campus Dr. Apt. 3
Synder, NY 14226
Jonathan Chambery
65 Bella Dr.
Penfield NY 14526

12/18

Sarah VandeBrake
3417 Pawnee Dr.
LaPorte, TX 77571

12/31
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I T ’ S T I M E T O T H I N K A B O U T F L OW E R
CITY WORK CAMP!

Here are the important dates and information for FCWC 2019. You can visit the
Flower City Work Camp website for information about volunteer roles and what they
involve.

https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org
“For our first big event of the year, a group of 10 students
and 2 leaders spent the weekend at Covenant Acres Camp
and Retreat Center down in scenic Pike, NY.”

“Please don’t hesitate to
contact me with any
questions—after all, if
you don’t find me, I’ll
find you.”
~Mary Steensma.

Remember, we need ONE leader (work site, sidewalk club, sports camp or roving expert) for every 3.5 students. Don’t ask me where we are getting our half-a-teen.
We will also need overnight leaders for the week.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions—after all, if you don’t find me,
I’ll find you.
~Mary Steensma.

mxs45@mac.com
585-233-0101

FCWC - April 14th-18th, 2019
This next year FCWC will be kicking off on a Sunday, the week before Easter.
Check-in will be on Sunday, April 14th and pick-up will be on Thursday, April 18th.
ALL Applications on line: https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer/
FCWC Key dates:
January 18, 2019
January 18, 2019

– Student Application close date
– Adult Required Volunteer Application close date

This year ALL BACKGROUND CHECKS will be done by FCWC as part of your
application process, and you must read and confirm the youth safety policy.

C hur c h L i f e
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The Nutcracker

Experience this classic tale as you adventure through the land of sweets. It will
be absolutely magical! Between the exquisite costumes, gorgeous props, talented
dancers, and the well-known Tchaikovsky music, it’s sure to get you into the
Christmas spirit! Performed by New York State Ballet, as well as their training
academy, Ballet Prestige. I am performing alongside Ballet Prestige. I am a Party
Child, a Soldier, and in the Cast B Chinese Tea dance. I hope to see you there!
Tickets available at: newyorkstateballet.org or at the door. Starting at $10!
Performance Times
Friday, December 14 at 7PM
Saturday, December 15 at 2PM and 7PM
Sunday, December 16 at 2PM
Kodak Center - 200 W. Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14615 KodakCenter.com

~Jill Zehr
I invite you to join us for these special FREE Pre-Show
Nutcracker events:
The Sugar Plum Party for Children
Sunday December 2nd 1-2pm
At New York State Ballet Studio –
1855 Monroe Avenue
Brighton, NY 14610
Please email BalletPrestigeNYSB@gmail.com
to RSVP
The Strong Museum of Play Preview Performances
Friday, December 7th at 6pm in the Strong Atrium (the large
area with the giant stain glass window), I will be performing
Chinese in this preview performance.
Saturday, December 8th at 1pm in the Strong Theater
Strong National Museum of Play –
1 Manhattan Square Drive
Rochester, NY 14607
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A NOTE

OF

THANKS

Dear RCRC congregation,
Thank you all for your heartfelt cards, notes, meals,
calls, thoughts, and prayers. This cancer journey has
been long and hard but we feel God’s love and protection during our battle. He has answered our prayers
and treatment has been successful. We are grateful for
your support. Thank you.

The Thompson Family

O UR C HURC H F AMI LY
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer
Page which is emailed out every 2 weeks from the
Church Office. Printed copies are available on the
greeter table in the narthex.
The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the “Member Information” section under
the “More” tab.
Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray
with you, or for you, each Sunday morning in
room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes following the morning worship service. Written requests
may be placed in the box in the room. All information is kept confidential.

WHAT’S NEW WITH
OUR MISSIONARIES?

Zuiderveens in Haiti
with Resonate Ministries

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
Bethany Cok working with
Sonido del Movimiento

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento

Doug & Priscilla
Higby with Wycliff
Bible Translations

higby.family/newsletter

C hur c h L i f e
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D E C E M B E R - J A N UA R Y B I R T H D AY S
December
Peg Chambery
Lorraine Kuipers
Joyce Dobbenga
Becky Hughes
Dick Astifan
Tony LaPolla
Auke Verbree
Andy Elliot
Sherri Palsrok
Jonathan Chambery
Alexandra Cok
Taeke Porte
Edward Van Der Woude
Ed Harding
Julie VandeBrake
Kathy Chambery
Jantina Cornelison
Sarah VandeBrake

January
James Quinn
Elaine Zinnecker
Kenneth Brown
Don Aldred
Hannah Carney
Kyle Hughes
Hannah Teitsma

Casey Verbree
Julian Zehr
Zachary Veenje
Edward Smith
Wilma Wierenga
Calvin Frelier
Eric Davis Jr.
Joyce Ostberg
Neil van Barneveldt
Robert Seyfried
James Harrison
Marvin Lown
Betty Verbree
For actual birthdates,
please refer to the
“member Information”
section (under the
“More” tab of the RCRC
website.

V I S I TAT I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are
interested in coordinating this important ministry, please contact Shari Harrison at
jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Lillian Barham
Hill Haven Nursing Home
1550 Empire Blvd
Webster, NY 14580

Roger Hoadley
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 260
Penfield, NY 14526

David Bruinsma
St. John’s Home
Hastings Building
Room 248B
Rochester, NY 14620

Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526

Mary Zinkand
The Episcopal Home
535 Mt. Hope Ave, Apt. 115
Rochester, NY 14620

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 2018
1 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
2 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
6:00pm—Taizé Service
4 7:00pm—Deacon Mtg
5 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Cadet Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
6 7:00pm—Elder Mtg
7 6:00pm—GEMS Christmas
Party at Mrs. Davis’ Home
8 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
9 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
12:30am—Youth Christmas
Lunch and Caroling
12 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GEMS Mtg
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
13 7:00pm—Council Mtg
15 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
16 9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth
6:00pm—Lessons and Carols
19 5:15pm—Youth Bells
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Cadet Christmas
Party
6:30pm—Jr. High White
Elephant Gift Exchange
6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir
7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
22 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
23 NO Sunday School
10:30am—Worship Service
25 10:00am—Christmas Day
Worship
29 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
30 NO Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
Please go to the RCRC website
for up-to-date calendar items

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR JANUARY 2019 ISSUE:
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2018
DELIVERY DATE: SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019

Next Month...

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions)
Church Life is published 11 times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.
Its editors are Gary and Alice Harris.
Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.
Professional photos taken by Steve Tryon, www.PearwoodDesigns.com, are so noted.

2750 Atlantic Avenue
Penfield, New York 14526
www.rochestercrc.org
585-381-7861

