
 

Rochester Christian Reformed Church 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

January 17, 2021 – 10:00 A.M. 
Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 

* Please rise, in body or in spirit      

Prelude “Old 120th”  David Thorne (Oxford University Press 2014  

Prayer of Preparation for Worship: Lord... If I hear your voice, let me not be condemned for hearing the word 
and not following it, for knowing it and not loving it, for believing it and not living it. Speak then, Lord, for 
your servant listens, for you have the words of eternal life. Speak to me to comfort my soul and to change 
my whole life; in turn, may it give you praise and honour, forever and ever. Amen. -By Thomas a Kempis 
(based on 1 Samuel 3:1-14)  

 
* Call to Worship (Psalm 18:2-3)  

Minister:  The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, my God, my rock in whom I take refuge, my 
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

ALL: I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, so I shall be saved from my enemies. 

* Prayer of Adoration  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires, known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* Song                                                                 “Open the Eyes of My Heart”                                                      No. 537 

* Greeting from God, affirmed by congregational “Amen” 

Call to Confession (Colossians 3:12-14) 

Minister: As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with 
love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be, 
so that we may delight in your will 



 

and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. 

 

Assurance of Pardon (2 Corinthians 5:17)  

Minister:  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 

 
The Peace 

Minister: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all.  

ALL: And also with you.  
 

Prayer of Illumination 

Prepare our hearts, O God, 
to accept your Word. 
Silence in us any voice but your own, 
that, hearing, we may also obey your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:1-2, 9                                                                         
Minister: This is the Word of the LORD. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

Proclamation Give Peace A Chance  

Prayer of Application 

Proclaiming Our Faith (Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 105) 
Minister:  What is God’s will for you in the sixth commandment? 
ALL: I am not to belittle, hate, insult, or kill my neighbor— 
not by my thoughts, my words, my look or gesture, 
and certainly not by actual deeds— 
and I am not to be party to this in others; 
rather, I am to put away all desire for revenge. 
I am not to harm or recklessly endanger myself either. 
Prevention of murder is also why 
government is armed with the sword. 

Prayer for Life 

   Ministry Report:  Flower City Workcamp Video 

Pastor Anthony to mention STEPS program, Juli Elliot, February 10 @ 6PM 

Offertory (Exodus 25:2) 
“Tell the Israelites to take for me an offering; from all whose hearts prompt them to give you shall receive 
the offering for me.” 

 * Solo                                                                           “Blest Are They”                                                              No. 117:1-4   



 

* God’s Blessing, affirmed by congregational “Amen” 

* Moment of Silent Reflection 

Postlude “Dix” Craig Phillips (Oxford University Press 2014)
 

 
 
 

       
Leading Us in Worship Today: 

Minister: Rev. Anthony T. Selvaggio 
Organist: Jiaqi Shao 

Soloist: Jackie Fenton 
Ministry Report Video: Mary Steensma 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sources: Elements of the liturgy were adapted from The Book of Common Worship (WJK Press). 


