
 
Becoming a Member of Rochester Christian Reformed Church 

We are glad that you are interested in learning more about becoming a member at RCRC. We 
hope that you will find the following information helpful, and feel free to call the church office 
at 585-381-7861 or email office@rochestercrc.org.   

What Steps Do I Take to Become a Member? 

1. Take membership classes in person or online regarding our church history and doctrine. You 
can find the three online classes by going to this link, https://www.rochestercrc.org/sermons-
worship, and scrolling down to the bottom of the page. You will see three messages under the 
title, “What is a Reformed Church?”   If you prefer to have an in-person class, please contact the 
church office to coordinate a membership session with Pastor Anthony. 

2. After you have completed your classes, a meeting with the elders is arranged where you will 
have an opportunity to share your Christian testimony and your faith journey and take vows. 
(The vows are at the bottom of this document.) A member is not required to subscribe.  

Membership can also occur via transfer of membership from another church with whom we 
ecclesiastical relations or from another CRCNA church. The Article from our church order is 
included below. 

We would LOVE to talk with you about membership and answer any questions you may have. 
Don’t hesitate to call or email the church office or Pastor Anthony. 

 

Book of Church Order - Article 59 

Article 59 a. All baptized members who come with age- and ability-appropriate faith in Jesus 
Christ are welcome to the Lord’s Supper and called to obey the scriptural commands about 
participation in an age- and ability appropriate way under the supervision of the elders.  

b. Baptized members shall be encouraged to make a public profession of faith with the use of a 
prescribed form in a public worship service. This public profession of faith includes a 
commitment to the creeds and confessions of the Christian Reformed Church. Before their 
profession of faith, they shall give an appropriate testimony of their faith, life, and doctrine to 
the elders. The names of those who will make a public profession of faith shall be announced to 
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the congregation for approval at least one Sunday before their profession takes place. Upon 
their public profession of faith, they shall be designated as “confessing members.”  

c. Confessing members receive all the privileges and responsibilities of such membership. 
Privileges include but are not limited to presentation of children for holy baptism, the right to 
vote at congregational meetings, and eligibility to hold office. Responsibilities include full 
participation in the work, life, and mutual discipline of the local congregation and the universal 
body of Christ. —Cf. Supplement, Article 59-c  

d. Confessing members coming from other Christian Reformed congregations shall be admitted 
to confessing membership in the congregation upon the presentation of certificates of 
membership attesting to their soundness in doctrine and life.  

  e. Confessing members coming from churches in ecclesiastical fellowship shall be admitted as 
confessing members of the congregation upon the presentation of certificates or statements of 
membership after the consistory has satisfied itself concerning the doctrine and conduct of the 
members.  

f. Persons coming from other denominations shall be admitted as confessing members of the 
congregation only after the consistory has examined them concerning doctrine and conduct. 
The consistory shall determine in each case whether to admit them directly or by public 
reaffirmation or profession of faith. Their names shall be announced to the congregation for 
approval.   

Questions for the Elder Interview 

PART I: BEFORE THE ELDERS 

SCRIPTURE PROMISES 
Romans 10:9-11 
If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The Scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” 
 

PRAYER: 
O Lord, source of all light and life, 
illumine us with your wisdom, 
that what we do at this time may be pleasing in your sight; 
that your church may be strengthened and increased; and 
that your name be glorified among your people 
in both the church and the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



FAITH SHARING 
The elders shall engage in a conversation with the candidate for membership, inquiring 
concerning his/her acceptance of the Christian faith and the sincerity of his/her desire to 
live as confessing members of the congregation. If personal credos (written faith 
statements) have been prepared, they shall be presented at this time. 
 

THE QUESTIONS 
You have come now before God and the church 
to profess your faith in Christ. 

Do you believe in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and do you confess Jesus 
Christ as your Savior and Lord? 
I do. 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the only rule for faith 
and life? 
I do. 

Do you, relying on the grace of God, promise to confess Christ publicly before others, 
to serve Christ daily, and to walk in Jesus’ way? 
I do. 

Do you promise to exhibit the joy of new life in Christ; to share fully in the life of the 
church; to be faithful in worship and service; and to offer your prayers and gifts? 
I do. 

Do you promise to accept the spiritual guidance of the church; to walk in a spirit of 
Christian love with this congregation; and to seek those things which make for unity, 
purity, and peace? 
I do. 

DELIBERATION (Candidate Excused) 
The elders will reach their decision and may establish the date for the public reception 
of the new confessing members. 

BLESSING (Candidate Re-Enters) 
Be assured that as you declare your faith, God will be faithful to strengthen you, and 
to renew you by the Holy Spirit, that you may grow in grace and knowledge, and 
may keep this covenant faithfully all your days. 

CLOSING PRAYER: 
Almighty God, we praise you 
that by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself; and 



that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit 
you have bound us to Christ and his service. 
As your grace has drawn ___________________to you, 
continue to strengthen and sustain him/her. 
By your Holy Spirit, daily increase in him/her your gifts: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the reverence of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 


