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    The topic of identity is 
all pervasive in our cul-
ture.  We often hear about 
“Identity Politics” in the 
news. Many people, par-
ticularly young people, 
are struggling with topics 
of identity particularly 
related to gender, human 
sexuality, sexual orienta-
tion, race, etc.  Many as-
pects of our culture that 
were once viewed as 
fixed (like gender) are 
now widely considered 
fluid or existing along a 
spectrum. We have seen a 
resurgence of populism 
throughout the world 
which is often accompa-
nied by ethnic, racial, and 
national elements of trib-
alism.  There is wide-
spread uncertainty and 
insecurity regarding iden-
tity, particularly among 
those who feel threatened 
by rapid technological, 
social, cultural, and eco-
nomic changes. Some 

In this month’s column, I 
want to provide a pre-
view for my post-Easter 
sermon series.  The ser-
mon series will bear the 
same title as this article 
and will consist of six 
messages.  The series will 
begin on April 28th 
(Sunday after Easter) and 
conclude on June 16th. 
With those details out of 
the way, let me explain 
why I chose this topic 
and share a bit of where I 
will be heading. 

view our growing nation-
al identity crisis as a con-
tributing factor to both 
the increases in our na-
tional suicide rates and 
the present epidemic of 
opioid addiction. Ques-
tions and confusion 
abound about who we are 
as humans. It is this cul-
tural confusion surround-
ing the idea of identity 
which has led me to 
preach this sermon series. 

    The good news is that 
the Bible has much to say 
on the topic of who we 
are as humans.  I believe 
the Bible provides wis-
dom regarding the funda-
mental questions that our 
culture is asking.  I am 
hoping to share that wis-
dom in each of the six 
messages. My goal is to 
offer those who are un-
certain of their identity, 
or who are in despair 
over the perceived loss of 
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4/7 10:30am  - Lenten Series:
 Journey to the Cross 
 Dinner at Lazarus’s Place 
 John 12:1-8 
 
4/14 10:30am  - Palm Sunday
 Lenten Series:  
 Journey to the Cross 
 An Expected Journey 
 Luke 19:28-40 
 
4/19 7:00pm - Good Friday 
 Lenten Series: 
 Journey to the Cross 
 A Song for Exiles   
 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
 
4/21 10:30am  - Easter Sunday
 Lenten Series: 
 Journey to the Cross 
 Imagine 
 Isaiah 65:17-25 
 
4/28 10:30am   
 Who Are You? Series: 
 Who Are You? 
 Psalm 8:3-4 

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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“For those who already 
identify as Christians, 
my goal is to remind 

them of  the deep 
assurance which can be 
found in their identity 

and I also want to 
challenge them with what 
this identity means for 
their walk with God.” 
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WHO ARE YOU?:  THE BIBLE AND IDENTITY (CONT’D) 

cal commentaries I will 
be employing on the vari-
ous underlying texts, I 
will also be consulting 
the following books on 
the topic of identity: 

 Nate Collins, All But 
Invisible:  Exploring 
Identity Questions At 
the Intersection of 
Faith, Gender & Sexu-
ality (Zondervan, 2017) 

 Klyne R. Snodgrass, 
Who God Says You 
Are: A Christian Un-
derstanding of Identity 
(Eerdmans, 2018) 

 Jenny McGill, Ed., The 
Self Examined: 
 Christian Perspectives 
on Human Identity 
(Abilene Christian Uni-
versity Press, 2018) 

 Melissa Kruger, Ed., 
Identity Theft: 
 Reclaiming the Truth 
of Who We Are in 
Christ (The Gospel Co-
alition, 2018) 

I cannot yet issue a rec-
ommendation for the 
above listed resources as 
I have only perused them 
thus far.  However, if you 
hear me quoting from 
these resources in my 
sermons, then you can 
safely conclude that I 
have found them edify-
ing.  As you can see from 
the publication years of 
these resources (all oc-
curring in either 2017 or 
2018) this topic is both 
timely and relevant in the 
spheres of both biblical 
scholarship and church 
life.  Here are the texts 
and titles for each of the 
six messages in this ser-
mon series: 

their identity, the hope 
that the Bible extends to 
them through its enduring 
message regarding who 
we are as God’s image-
bearers.  For those who 
already identify as Chris-
tians, my goal is to re-
mind them of the deep 
assurance which can be 
found in their identity 
and I also want to chal-
lenge them with what this 
identity means for their 
walk with God. 

    This sermon series will 
be topical in nature and 
will traverse the entire 
corpus of holy scripture, 
from Genesis to Revela-
tion.  In addition to the 
Bible, I will be using Bri-
an S. Rosner’s book 
Known By God:  A Bibli-
cal Theology of Personal 
Identity (Zondervan, 
2017) as a main resource. 
 I greatly appreciated the 
structure and content of 
Rosner’s book and will 
use it as a resource back-
bone for all my messages. 
 I want to be careful to 

give proper attribution to 
his work and I expect that 
you will hear me cite him 
often in my messages. In 
addition to Rosner’s 
book, and the many bibli-

4/28/2019 Who Are You? 
- Psalm 8:3-4 

5/5/2019 Being Human - 
Genesis 1:26-27 & 2:7 

5/12/2019 Being Known 
- Psalm 139:1-18 

5/26/2019 Being Family - 
Ephesians 1:4-6 

6/2/2019 The Benefits of 
Knowing Who You Are - 
Colossians 3:3-4 

6/16/2019 Know Thyself 
- Revelation 21:7 

    Given the broad cultur-
al relevancy of these mes-
sages, I believe they pro-
vide a good opportunity 
as a community to reach 
out to the unchurched or 
to those struggling with 
their faith.  So, please 
consider inviting friends, 
neighbors, co-workers, or 
struggling Christians to 
come to church on one or 
more of these Sundays. 
Another way to use these 
messages to reach out to 
others is by sharing them 
on Facebook after they 
are posted.  I encourage 
you to use this series as 
an outreach opportunity. 

    I hope that you will 
find this sermon series 
helpful in your life and as 
a way to reach out to 
hurting people in the or-
bit of your life.  Please 
pray that God will use 
this series for his glory 
and the edification of his 
people! 

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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“...Council is working 
on ways to support a 

welcoming church home 
for visitors and regular 

attenders.” 

 

A TIME OF REFLECTION AND ACTION 
theologian, wrote an es-
say distinguishing be-
tween admiring and fol-
lowing Christ. He writes, 
“What then, is the differ-
ence between an admirer 
and a follower? A follow-
er is or strives to be what 
he admires.  An admirer, 
however, keeps himself 
personally detached.  He 
fails to see that what is 
admired involves a claim 
upon him, and thus he 
fails to be or strive to be 
what he admires 
….Admirers are only too 
willing to serve Christ as 
long as proper caution is 
exercised.” In what ways 
am I playing it safe?  Am 
I taking time to listen to 
God’s call to follow him? 
I’m grateful for inspired, 
sound preaching that stirs 
these thoughts and ques-
tions in my mind and 
heart. Praise God! 
 
Those serving on 
RCRC’s Council this 
year are considering how 
we can be the church God 
has called us to be. With 
Pastor Anthony’s direc-
tion, we are working 
through a book by Gary 
McIntosh to guide our 
reflections on where 
we’ve been, who we are 
now and who our church 
can be going forward- not 
just for us but to serve 
this community.  Council 
business at our March 
meeting involved discus-
sion of thinking through 
the structure of adminis-
trative positions we’ve 
had ‘back in the day’, 
what they’ve been in re-
cent years and what we 
feel will best serve our 
church in the future.  We 

The story of Esther has 
always been interesting to 
me. I once asked a Jewish 
friend of mine what Pu-
rim meant to her.  She 
said it was her favorite 
holiday because of the 
liveliness and fun and 
celebration of her people 
being saved in an unlike-
ly way from an evil ty-
rant. Purim is the festival 
in Judaism inspired by 
the events of Esther’s 
life.  This year’s celebra-
tion landed just a few 
days before we heard 
Pastor Anthony’s sermon  
(Click here in case you 
missed it , it’s on our 
website) from the fourth 
chapter of Esther.  His 
teaching was a reminder 
to me that God is at work 
in our lives and in the 
world around us. I can 
prayerfully seek to be an 
active participant in that 
work. It seems we can 
admire God, even praise 
him but not indeed pur-
sue or follow him.  Mor-
decai warned Esther, if 
she didn’t speak up, God 
would use (from another 
quarter) someone else for 
the job but in the mean-
time their lives may be 
lost. Søren Kierkegaard, 
Danish philosopher and 

looked at and prayed for 
the big picture as well as 
the ministries our church 
engages in currently. It 
might not seem like the 
‘work of the Spirit’ to 
talk about job descrip-
tions yet it directly im-
pacts the process and ef-
fectiveness of our minis-
tries.   
 
We enjoyed having Susan 
Gilbert Collins, Worship 
Committee Chair, join us 
to share what the Wor-
ship Committee has been 
involved with throughout 
the year.  Other commit-
tee members are Neil Van 
Barneveldt, Jim Leunk, 
Kathy Quinn, Laurie Fre-
lier, Kevin Smith (youth 
representative), Christine 
Ferraraccio and Pastor 
Anthony.  They meet 3 or 
4 times a year to oversee 
the worship activities of 
our church.  This in-
volves helping with a 
variety of tasks including: 
assist staff and volunteers 
with Children & Wor-
ship, all aspects of music 
making in worship and 
audio support; review 
services and respond to 
comments and written 
feedback from the con-
gregation; and help the 
worship planning com-
mittee in the planning of 
regular and special wor-
ship services.  This has 
been a particularly joyous 
season with the addition 
of Adam Potter as our 
choir director. A number 
of new voices have been 
added to the choir.  Sue 
Bratt Cok and Jordan 
Grant have very success-
fully reintroduced the 
Worship Band to our ser-

Julie Elliot 
Council President 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/media/524760-2218757-1806659/unnecessary-installation-service-of-rev-selvaggio
https://www.rochestercrc.org/media/524760-2218757-1806659/unnecessary-installation-service-of-rev-selvaggio
https://www.rochestercrc.org/media/524760-2218757-1806659/unnecessary-installation-service-of-rev-selvaggio
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“We celebrated with 

[Pastor Anthony] on 

passing his examination 

or in official terms, that 

he was sustained in his 

Colloquium Doctum! ”   
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vices.  The sound room 
team continue to make 
efforts to have a balanced 
audio during services. 
Working with old equip-
ment and purchasing new 
items when needed is a 
challenging balance to 
strike.  It’s a treat to go to 
the church website and 
access an old sermon 
you’d like to hear again.  
Soon you’ll be able to 
find them on iTunes. An 
ever present need is for 
new leaders for the Chil-
dren in Worship program. 
Please let Susan or one of 
the committee members 
know if you feel called to 
contribute to this minis-
try.   
 
Other council business 
this month included the 
approval to offer the gray 
Psalter Hymnals on the 
CRCNA network only 
charging the cost of ship-
ping.  We also approved 
a proposal from Andy 
and Juli Elliot for the 
church to host the New 
City Kids Ministry bike 
tour (Jersey City to 
Grand Rapids) on June 
24 at our church. We will 
provide dinner, a place 
for sleeping (with mats 
and sleeping bags) and a 
hot breakfast in the morn-
ing.  More information to 
come on the opportunity 
to learn about this minis-
try and to take part in 
welcoming them at 
RCRC. We also had a 
conversation about the 
pew cards that are being 
developed as another ave-
nue for welcoming and 
prayer. Dianka Sobiech 
has created a beautiful 
design with content help 
from Pastor Anthony and 

others from council. It 
will now make the rounds 
to various committees to 
have as much input and 
consideration as possible 
before going to print.  
Amy Cline updated coun-
cil that training has begun 
on the Sales Force soft-
ware.  David Punter has 
helped RCRC get the li-
censes and is now men-
toring office staff and a 
few others on council 
with input and operation. 
 
Pastor Anthony gave a 
brief report of his visit, 
along with Mary Ann 
LaPolla and Tineke Cor-
nelison to the Classis At-
lantic Northeast meeting 
in mid-March. We cele-
brated with him on pass-
ing his examination or in 
official terms, that he was 
sustained in his Colloqui-
um Doctum!  The photo 
below shows the dele-
gates of Classis, includ-
ing three Synodical Dep-
uties sent from other 
Classes (travelling from 
New Jersey and Florida), 
laying hands on and pray-
ing for both Pastor Anto-

ny and Pastor Saville 
(East Palmyra CRC).  
This represented the last 
step in Pastor Anthony's 
path to being installed at 
RCRC as a Minister of 
the Word.  
And most of you know 
we celebrated Pastor An-
thony’s Installation as 
Minister of the Word in 
CRCNA on March 24. 
The service was mean-
ingful and the post-
service reception was a 
joyous feast of sweets 
and savory items.  The 
charcuterie boards even 
included an Italian influ-
enced Gouda cheese! We 
are filled with gratitude 
for Pastor Anthony and 
his ministry among us.   
 
 
~Juli Elliot,  
Council President 

 A TIME OF REFLECTION AND ACTION (CONT’D FROM PG. 4) 
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By the time you read this 

newsletter, Flower City 

Work Camp will be 

almost here! All of our 

students have received 

their FCWC assignments. 

Approximately 100 

students that did not 

request it (total from east 

side and west side) were 

moved to Agency Teams 

due in part to a lack of 

space in our Sidewalk 

Club and Worksites 

(which was caused by 

growing numbers of 

youth applying to 

participate in FCWC). 

Initially, students were 

offered the option to 

voluntarily switch from 

Worksite to Agency, and 

then some students who 

had applied for worksite 

were moved over to 

Agency teams. This is 

part of the letter that went 

out from FCWC:  

"For the first time, 

FCWC will be sending 

teams out to serve across 

the City at sites owned 

and operated by Heritage 

Christian Services. 

Teams will be sharing 

and living out the gospel 

as they work at many 

different types of sites 

such as residential care 

facilities, farms and 

stables, recreation centers 

and other venues where 

Heritage Christian 

Services operates. The 

work being done will be 

less focused on 

construction than 

Worksites. Teams will 

clean and organize 

garages and basements, 

do maintenance and 

cleaning indoors, sort and 

organize supplies, do 

some yard work, and may 

even get to work with 

some of the residents 

along with numerous 

other tasks that are still 

being compiled." 

I am happy to report that 

some of our youth chose 

to be on one of these new 

teams to serve at Heritage 

Christian Services. And 

our students that were 

moved over were not 

stressed at all but seemed 

excited about this new 

opportunity to serve.  

Here are the lists of youth 

and adults from our 

church participating in 

FCWC. I am publishing 

this list so that anyone in 

the church who might 

want to write notes of 

encouragement can do so. 

Some might want to 

prioritize writing notes to 

the youth, but for those 

who have time, the adults 

appreciate 

encouragement 

sometimes as well. It's 

not often that we have 

more adults participating 

in FCWC than youth! I've 

also added Melissa 

Leinenbach to this list 

because even though she 

is officially volunteering 

through Faith Lutheran 

Church, she has just 

begun to attend our 

church and volunteer 

with the Jr. High youth 

group. Any notes can be 

dropped off directly at 

Browncroft where all the 

mailboxes are, or brought 

to our church office and I 

will deliver them. 

Thanks!  

(See the next page for a 

list of participants) 

 

YOUTH NEWS - FLOWER CITY WORKCAMP 2019 

Julie Vande Brake 
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“For I was hungry and 

you gave me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger 

and you invited me in...” 

RCRC youth participating in FCWC 

2019:  

1. Sydney Sullivan - agency team 

2. Angelina DeLallo - agency team 

3. Zachary Veenje - worksite 

4. Joseph Carney - worksite 

5. Sam Collins - worksite 

6. Lauren Elliott - worksite 

7. Hannah Carney -  worksite 

8. Timothy Vande Brake - worksite 

9. Nathaniel Veenje -  worksite 

10. Elizabeth Kuryla - agency team 

11. Katherine Selvaggio - worksite 

12. Nico Gallego-Fernandez - soccer 

camp 

13. Trevor Smith - worksite 

14. Matthew Sullivan - worksite 

FCWC adult volunteers:  

1. Scott DeLallo - overnight leader and 

Head Security at RCRC  

2. Dan DeLallo - security at 

Browncroft and RCRC 

3. Julie Vande Brake - overnight leader 

Sun. and Wed. and cleaning crew  

4. Ann Michele Bouwmeester - 

overnight leader Mon. and Tues.  

5. Jordan Grant - overnight leader Sun. 

and Mon.  

6. Danny Veenje - worksite leader 

7. Jerry Sullivan - worksite leader 

8. Meghan Sullivan - worksite leader 

9. Jay Falvo - worksite leader 

10. Ron Cok - worksite leader 

11. Johannes Porte - worksite leader 

12. Dan Hooge - basketball camp 

13. Raymond Croucher - gofer 

14. Darlene Croucher - gofer 

15. Nancy Johnson - kitchen crew 

16. Woody Johnson - kitchen crew 

17. Mary Steensma - kitchen crew 

18. Reba Veenje - lunch coordinator 

19. Melissa Leinenbach - soccer camp 

Thank you everyone for volunteering 

of your time "that the city might see 

Jesus." 

~ Julie Vande Brake 

FLOWER CITY WORKCAMP 2019 (CONT’D FROM PG. 6) 
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 On Sunday, March 24, 
the Senior High youth 
switched things up a bit 
and got together for our 
Sunday meeting at Atria 
Senior Living.  After 

Y O U T H  V I S I T  A T R I A  S E N I O R S  
singing Christmas carols 
there in December, we 
were asked if we'd return 
in a few months.  So, 
when the kids expressed 
an interest in having a 
Youth Group game night, 
it seemed like combining 
the two was a perfect 
match.  We drew the 
folks at Atria in with 
some of our favorite 
songs - "My Lighthouse" 
and "10,000 Reasons" to 
name a couple.  Then, we 
handed out hymnals and 
sang classics like "Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness" and 
"Amazing Grace" with 
the folks.  Once we had 
filled the activity room 
with people, it was game 
time.  One table enjoyed 
a lively game of euchre - 
so lively in fact that one 
of the residents accused 
our kids of cheating on 
numerous occasions (all 
in good fun, of 
course!).  One person 
from our group was given 
the nickname 
"Leprechaun" by the la-
dies there because of his 
luck-of-the-draw while 
playing card games.  I 

shared a table with a cou-
ple of friendly ladies that 
were brave enough to let 
me attempt to teach them 
how to play 2 different 
board games they had 
never heard of.  Overall, 
we had a wonderful time 
playing, singing, and vis-
iting with the folks at 
Atria.  And, if I may take 
a moment to brag on our 
Senior High youth - I 
witnessed mature young 
men and women who 
were respectful, caring, 
patient, friendly, under-
standing, funny, good 
listeners, and good wit-
nesses of Christ's love.  I 
think it was a great even-
ing for all, and I hope to 
go back again!  A special 
thanks to Julie Van-
deBrake and Pastor An-
thony for joining us on 
Sunday, and to you - the 
Church - for your support 
of our youth through your 
love and prayers. 

Thanks! 

~Jordan Grant 
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“Some students ask us 

questions like:  Why do you 

have hair in your nose?  

Why don’t you paint your 

hair so it isn’t white 

anymore? Do you have a 

boyfriend?  Can I hold your 

hand?  Are you coming 

back?” 

T H I S  A N D  T H AT  A B O U T  S C H O O L  #33  

Several of our volunteers 
at School #33 enjoyed a 
luncheon celebrating 
Black History Month at 
the beginning of March.  
Besides eating some deli-
cious food, we were treat-
ed to a dance perfor-
mance, an oral reading, 
and songs played on the 
recorder by various stu-
dents.  We also got to 
touch base with Jay Falvo 
and Ester Gliwinski, 
teachers at the school and 
worshippers at our 
church. 

The notes of encourage-
ment written by you were 
distributed to faculty and 
staff.  Dr. Waters thanked 
me for the beautiful art-
work and words.  Ester 
Gliwinski told me some 

other example of how we 
can support faculty and 
students at School #33 
through special events. 

Our classroom and cafe-
teria volunteers serve 
faithfully week after 
week touching the lives 
of students and teachers.  
Some of the students are 
teaching Woody Johnson 
Spanish words during 
lunch.  Some students ask 
us questions like:  Why 
do you have hair in your 
nose?  Why don’t you 
paint your hair so it isn’t 
white anymore? Do you 
have a boyfriend?  Can I 
hold your hand?  Are you 
coming back? 

Please continue to pray 
for the families, students, 
faculty, staff, administra-
tors and our volunteers at 
School #33.  Our prayers 
and our presence make a 
difference.  God cares 
about School #33 and so 
do we.  

~Nancy Johnson 

of her students 
were inspired by 
the calligraphy af-
ter she put the note 
up on her wall and 
they created their 
own sayings and 
calligraphy.  One 
teacher told me she 
moved to Roches-

ter from Puerto Rico and 
started teaching at School 
#33 in the fall.  She said 
she felt very welcome by 
the notes we wrote to fac-
ulty at the beginning of 
the year.  Thank you 
again for your ministry of 
encouragement.   

Bob Cornelison helped 
Jay Falvo with Jump 
Rope for Heart in March. 
About 100 students par-
ticipated in jumping rope 
and raising close to 
$1200 for the American 
Hearth Association.  Jay 
and some other teachers 
took a “pie in the face” 
from the top fundraisers 
for each grade level.  Bob 
helped organize and dis-
tribute snacks and prizes 
for the kids.  This is an-

Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every 
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:  

4/7 Christian Education Society 

 

4/14 Palm Sunday - Deacons Fund   

4/19  Good Friday - Heritage  

 Christian Services  

4/21 Easter Sunday - International  

 Missions  

4/28 GEMS Sunday - CRC & Habitat for 

 Humanity Mite Boxes  Collected  

A P R I L  O F F E R I N G S  
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“CompassCare is a 

Christ-centered 

organization 

dedicated to erasing 

the need for abortion 

by transforming 

women’s fear into 

confidence.” 
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Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D !  

Dear church family,  

I invite you all to New York State Ballet's upcoming performance "A Midsummer 
Night's Dream" by Shakespeare. It's performed at The Hochstein Performance Hall, 
April 13th & 14th at 2pm. Music by Mendelssohn performed by a live orchestra 
conducted by Jared Chase, as well as a choir from Schroeder High School. I will be 
performing as a Butterfly alongside Ballet Prestige, New York State Ballet's training 
academy.  Hope you come because you won't want to miss this show! It will be 
spectacular! 

~Jill Zehr 

Ticket information: 

Adult:                           Child: 

Balcony: $30              Balcony: $15 

Economy: $30            Economy: $15 

General: $40              General: $25 

Premium: $50            Premium: $35 

You can order tickets online at: newyorkstateballet.org  
or at the door of the performance. (Hint: the best seats 
are the balcony, they're the cheapest and the best seats 
in the theater because you can look down on the 
dancers and you won't miss a thing) 

You could also order your tickets through me, I have a coupon code for $5 off per 
ticket. Just email me at tinyprincella@gmail.com and let me know how many tickets 
you need and you can pick up your ordered tickets at the door when you come. You 
can reimburse me later. Hope this is helpful! 

For more information, contact Shari Harrison  

at 377- 6974   

Or to pledge go to this site: 
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/account/753772/ 

https://www.newyorkstateballet.org/
mailto:tinyprincella@gmail.com?subject=Tickets%20for%20Ballet!
https://secure.qgiv.com/event/account/753772/
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2019 RCRC BLOOD  DRIVE  

 

RCRC please come out and support our blood drive May 2nd!  
Every little bit counts and can help a save a life!  

Please pray that we get donors  
and for the continued work of the Red Cross.  



 

 

 A diagnosis of cancer is 
life changing. Treatment 
can become overwhelm-
ing for the patient and 
family. 50 Days of Hope 
is a daily devotional writ-
ten by cancer survivor 
Lynn Eib which has 
helped bring peace to my 
life as I continue to go 
through cancer treatment. 
Please join Christina and 
James Thompson in a 
new small group, “Prayer 

and Care” for cancer war-
riors, survivors, and fami-
ly members as we explore 
the daily affirmations of 
50 Days of Hope. The 
group format will include 
devotion and reflection as 
well as support and en-
couragement for mem-
bers in treatment. Meet-
ings will be held one Sat-
urday morning per month 
at RCRC starting April 
13 at 10am. If this sounds 

like a group you’d like to 
be a part of please email 
Christina!  

christinathomp-
sonrdh@yahoo.com  

~Christina Thompson  
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N E W  “P R AY E R  A N D  C A R E ”  
C O N N E C T I O N  G RO U P   

“Please join Christina 

and James Thompson in 

a new small group, 

“Prayer and Care” for 

cancer warriors, 

survivors, and family 

members…”  

Volume 39,  Issue 4  

New York Church Warmly Equips Local School 

More than 700 items are knitted at home 
each year by members of Rochester 
(N.Y.) Christian Reformed Church’s 
knitting ministry. Some of those crea-
tions go to community centers and health 
clinics, but many of them warm the 
heads and hands of students at John 
James Audubon School #33, the church’s 
neighborhood public school. It’s the larg-
est in the district with 1,200 students who 
experience a high poverty rate. Con-
cerned church members began a school 

relations program there two years ago. Now as many as 13 volunteers provide a Chris-
tian presence at the school daily. 

Nancy Johnson, a retired teacher and member who helped establish the volunteer pro-
gram with a gym teacher at the school, said there has been great support from the con-
gregation. 

The congregation has established relationships with staff by donating extra holiday 
candy to be enjoyed on hectic days and sharing notes of encouragement with staff 
members in addition to providing school supplies and handmade knitted items for stu-
dents. 

“Every December when the knitters bring their work in to be bagged and distributed, 
we are all in awe. The stories of how the yarn arrived for this hat or that scarf are al-
ways amazing,” said Ann Michele Bouwmeester, leader of the knitting ministry. 

W E  M A D E  T H E  B A N N E R  
The below article appeared in the April 2019 issue of THE BANNER and is reprinted with permission. 

THE BANNER  is the magazine of the Christian Reformed Church. 

"New York Church Warmly Equips Local School, April 2019" Copyright © 2019 The Banner, Christian 

Reformed Church in NA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. // TheBanner.org 

FEBRUARY 22, 2019 | NEWS | ELIZA ANDERSON 

mailto:christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com?subject=Connection%20Group
mailto:christinathompsonrdh@yahoo.com?subject=Connection%20Group
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Editors Note: 

“What are they up to?” 

articles are written by Sue 

Bratt-Cok, and help us 

stay connected to our 

young adults.  

Many thanks, Sue!  

Zuiderveens in Haiti 
with Resonate Minis-
tries 

portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/ 

Bethany Cok working with 
Sonido del Movimiento 

 

www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento 

Doug & Priscilla 
Higby with Wycliff 
Bible Translations 

 

higby.family/newsletter 

WHAT’S NEW WITH 
OUR MISSIONARIES? 

What Are They Up To? 
Checking in with Our Young Adults 

Note: This article is part of an occasional series of profiles of our post-high school young adults (up through 
about age 25). In this issue of the newsletter we hear about Mae Frelier, who celebrates her birthday on the 
15th of this month (tax day!). Please remember to pray for all of our young adults in their walk with the 
Lord and as they think about their plans for the future. 

 

 Mae Frelier is a freshman at SUNY Brockport this year. 
She’s taking a pre-med course of study and is working toward a 
biology major. This semester she’s taking classes in biology, 
chemistry, calculus, and psychology.  

 Despite a challenging course load, Mae does have a bit 
of free time. She and her friends are interested in fashion design 
and enjoy attending the occasional fashion show that is 
presented at Brockport. They also enjoy trips to the mall to go 
shopping together. Mae enjoys seeing what fashion designers 
are coming up with.  

 Any food with pasta is a favorite for Mae, especially 
lasagna. She says the food in the school dining hall is generally 
pretty good, and appreciates that there’s a wide selection to 

choose from. Overall, she comments that “sometimes it’s good and sometimes it’s nasty!” 
Mae’s favorite kinds of books are mysteries. She enjoys watching TV shows with her friends 
on the weekends. Some of the shows they enjoy are Pretty Little Liars, Criminal Minds, and 
TV dramas in general.  

 Every summer Mae and her family head up to Canada to do what she calls “pseudo-
camping” where they stay in a cabin in the woods. (Mae says she will never again sleep in a 
tent with a dog!) They go to different places, the only requirements being that it’s in the 
middle of nowhere and there’s a cabin, woods, and a lake with fish in it. Mae likes to fish 
and also likes “speeding around the lake” in a boat. She says fishing is “fun if you catch 
stuff”! 

 Mae has been working the past few years at a Heritage Christian Services group 
home. When asked what she likes about her job, she replied that she likes the people who 
live in the home and particularly enjoys going on occasional outings with them. This 
summer she plans to mostly work and earn money for tuition. 

 Please remember Mae in your prayers and perhaps send her a card for her birthday 
on the 15th. Her college address is: 319 McFarlane Hall, 350 New Campus Dr., Brockport, 
NY 14420. 

https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://portaupress.wordpress.com/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/sonidodelmovimiento
http://higby.family/newsletter
http://higby.family/newsletter
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OU R  C H U RC H  F A M I LY   
For prayer concerns please refer to the Prayer Page which is 
emailed out every 2 weeks from the Church Office.  Printed 
copies are available on the greeter table in the narthex. 

The Prayer Page can be found on the RCRC website in the 
“Member Information” section under the “More” tab. 
  

Prayer Room: Someone will be available to pray with you, 
or for you, each Sunday morning in room 2 (next to the Li-
brary) for 20 minutes following the morning worship ser-
vice.   Written requests may be placed in the box in the 
room. All information is kept confidential. 

As you may recall, the organ pipes which we had repaired back in 2011 started 
showing some signs of weakening again late last year. The folks who did the re-
pairs, Organ Supply Industries (OSI) in Erie, PA, were gracious in agreeing to 
transport and repair them again even though they had passed the 5 year warranty. 
We were responsible for the cost to Parson’s Pipe Organ Builders to remove and 
reinstall them.  

They are back in place, and Jaqui will be putting them through their paces so 
they’re ready for a glorious Easter celebration in just a few weeks.   

T H E Y ’ R E  B -A -A - A -C K !  

“Ed. Note: The original 

organ was built for our 

church in 1984 by Pels 

& van Leeuwen, with 

pipes from Jacques 

Stinkens Organ Pipe 

makers. The Pels & 

van Leeuwen website 

gives a fascinating look 

at how a pipe organ is 

designed and built.” 

https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
https://pelsenvanleeuwen.nl/nl/over-ons/rondleiding.html
https://pelsenvanleeuwen.nl/nl/over-ons/rondleiding.html
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David Bruinsma 
St. John’s Home 
Hastings Building  
Room 248B 
Rochester, NY 14620 
 
Ben Hoadley   
Shire Senior Living  
2515 Culver Road  
Rochester, NY 14609  

Ray Leuwen 
293 Rich’s Dugway 
Rochester, NY 14625 
 
Grada Steenblok  
The Legacy 
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211 
Penfield, NY 14526 

V I S I TAT I O N  M I N I S T RY  

Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are 
interested in visiting a shut-in, please contact Shari Harrison at jsnyhonda@gmail.com                                     

 
Mary Zinkand  
St. John’s Home 
150 Highland Ave. 
Rochester, NY 14620 
Visitation Information: 
Reservoir Building, 6th floor 
(Yellow House), Room 627 

A P R I L  -  M AY  B I R T H DAY S   

April 
Tom Scott  
Adaline Bruinsma  

Kelly Hooge  

Rowan Hooge  

Florence Zijlstra  
Robert Zinnecker  

Benjamin Bruinsma  

Diane De Jong  
Doug De Jong  

Mae Michelle Frelier  

Evert Lindenhovius  

Anna Rose Vande Brake
  

John Dobbenga  

Paul Ferraraccio  

Edward Belles  
Timothy VandeBrake Sr. 

Judith Chambery  

Lena Veenje  
 

Dawt Sung  

Virginia Kuryla  
Roger Hoadley  

 

For actual birthdates, 
please refer to the 
“member Information” 
section (under the 
“More” tab of the RCRC 
website. 

May 
Elise Chambery  

Kathy Quinn  
Lusie Lindenhovius  

Donald Slager   

Becky Bivone  
Susan Gilbert Collins  

Emilia Sobiech  

George VerDouw  

Grace Nienhuis  
Christina Thompson  

David Punter  

Nathaniel Frelier  
Michael Verbree  

Sarah Carney  

Olive Chambery  

Katie Sung  
Olivia Smith  

Travis Smith  

Elizabeth Spoelhof  
Jean Spoelhof  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April 2019 

2 7:00am—Deacon Mtg 

3 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—Cadet Mtg 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth  
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:00pm—Ladies’ Fellow-

ship 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir 

6 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 
 10am-12pm —Community 

Easter Egg Hunt 

7 9:00am—Sunday School 
 10:30am—Worship Service 
 6:00—Sr. High Youth 

10 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—GEMS Mtg 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir  

11 7:00am—Council Mtg 

13 7:00—Men’s Bible Study 

14-18 Flower City Workcamp 

14 9:00am—Sunday School 
 10:30am—Palm Sunday 

Worship Service 
17 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir 

19 7:00pm—Good Friday 
Worship Service 

20 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 

21 9:00am— RCRC Easter 
Coffee House Celebration 

 NO Sunday School 
 10:30am—Easter  Sunday 

Worship Service 

24 5:15pm—Youth Bells 
 6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner 
 6:30pm—GEMS Mtg 
 6:30pm—Jr. High Youth 
 6:30pm—Adult Bell Choir 
 7:30pm—Adult Choir 

25 7:00pm—Elders’ Mtg 

27 7:00am—Men’s Bible Study 

28 9:00am—Sunday School 
 10:30am—Worship Service 
 3:15pm—Dist. #3 Cameron 

Service Project 
 6:00pm—Sr. High Youth 

Please go to the  RCRC web-
site for up-to-date calendar 
items 

mailto:jsnyhonda@gmail.com?subject=Visitation%20Ministry
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home
https://www.rochestercrc.org/home


 

 

 

Church Life is published 11 times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.  
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NEXT NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE FOR OUR MAY 2019 ISSUE:   

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019 
 

DELIVERY DATE:  MAY 4, 2019 

 
Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to  

the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com    

(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions) 

Next Month... 

2750 Atlantic Avenue 

Penfield, New York  14526 

www.rochestercrc.org 

585-381-7861 

mailto:amharris74@gmail.com?subject=Church%20Life%20Newsletter

