
Volume 38,  Issue 4 

GROWING OLD? 

Apr i l  1,  2018 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April 2018 

1 NO Sunday School 
 10:30amðEaster Worship  
 NO Evening Worship     
 NO Sr. High Youth Grp 

2 7:00pmðCouplesô Fellow-
ship 

3  7:00pmðDeaconsô Mtg 

4 NO Koinonia Dinner      

7 7:00amðMenôs Bible Study  

8 9:00amðSunday School 
10:30amðWorship 

 3:30pm Sunday Celebration 
at Cameron 

 6:00pmðSunday Evening 
Seminary  

11 5:15pmðYouth Bell Practice 
6:00pmðKoinonia Dinner 
6:30pmðGIFT Fellowship, 
GEMS Mtg., Jr. High Youth 
Group, Adult Bell Choir 

 7:30pmðAdult Choir 

12 7:00pmðCouncil Mtg 

14 7:00amðMenôs Bible Study 

15 9:00amðSunday School 
 10:30amðWorship 
 6:00pmðSr. High Youth Grp 
 NO Evening  Worship 

16 7:00pmðCouplesô Fellow-
ship  

18 5:15pmðYouth Bell Practice 
6:00pmðKoinonia Dinner 

 6:30pmðJr. High Youth 
Group, Adult Bell Choir 

 6:45pmðLadiesô Fellowship 
 7:30pmðAdult Choir 

21 7:00amðMenôs Bible Study  

22 9:00amðSunday School 
10:30amðWorship 

 3:00pmðThe Roberts Cho-
rale In Concert 

 6:00pmðSr. High Youth Grp 
 No Evening Worship 

25 5:15pmðYouth Bell Practice 
6:00pmðKoinonia Dinner 
6:30pmðGEMS Mtg., Jr. 
High Youth Group, Adult 
Bell Choir 

 7:30pmð Adult Choir  

26 7:00pmðElder Meeting 

28  7:00amðMenôs Bible Study 

29 9:00amðSunday School 
 10:30amðWorship 
 6:00pmðSunday Evening 

Seminary, Sr. High Youth 
Grp 

 

 

CHURCH L IFE  

 

began painting her best 
work at age 78.  The bib-
lical Moses was around 
80 when he led the peo-
ple of Israel out of Egypt.  
My point?  Getting older 
does not make you less 
valuable or less useful in 
your vocation or in 
Christôs kingdom.   

 There is a tre-
mendous bias towards 
youth in our general cul-
ture and this has carried 
over into the church.  
Churches are feverishly 
trying to divine ways by 
which they can reach 
ñyoung peopleò and min-
ister to ñmillennials.ò  
There is an assumption 
that you canôt build the 
church with older people.   

 While I very 
much want to attract 
young people to our con-
gregation, I do not think 
that this is the only way a 
church can grow, minister 
and sustain itself.  I think 

I recently watched the 
Oscar nominated film, 
Darkest Hour, in which 
Gary Oldman gave a re-
markable performance as 
Winston Churchill.  Most 
people donôt realize that 
Churchill was 65 years 
old when England faced 
its darkest hour.  Warren 
Buffett, perhaps the 
worldôs greatest investor, 
is currently 87 years old 
and still running his 
famed Berkshire Hatha-
way.  Grandma Moses 

a church can grow by 
attracting, and minister-
ing to, older people.  
There are a lot of reasons 
why I think older people 
can contribute signifi-
cantly to the church and 
its future growth.  First, 
having moved through 
their child rearing years, 
and perhaps their work-
ing years, older people 
often simply have more 
time to devote to ministry 
and service.  Second, old-
er people often possess a 
tremendous amount of 
wisdom which they 
gained from their experi-
ences as parents and 
through their work ca-
reers.  Third, they are 
generally mature in their 
Christian faith and com-
mitment.  Fourth, they 
are likely to be around a 
lot longer than people 
expect.  A person in his 
or her 60s and 70s is no 
longer really ñoldò in our 

(contôd on pg. 2) 

   Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 
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òMy goal for RCRC is 
for this church to always 
be a multi-generational 
church in which people 

in every age demographic 
can worship together and 

be valued for the gifts 
they bring.  In other 
words, I am looking 
forward to us growing 

old.ó  
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GROWING OLD? (CONTõD FROM COVER) 

RCRC is for this church 
to always be a multi-
generational church in 
which people in every 
age demographic can 
worship together and be 
valued for the gifts they 
bring.  In other words, I 
am looking forward to us 
growing old.  

As a postscript, I want to 
encourage and challenge 
all those who consider 
themselves ñold.ò  Your 
time is not done here!  
We need you!  I want you 
to be encouraged that 
God promises that mature 
believers will produce 
fruit in their older years.  
For example, the Psalmist 
proclaims the following: 

The righteous flourish 
like the palm tree, 

    and grow like a cedar 
in Lebanon. 

They are planted in the 
house of the Lord; 

culture.  This reality con-
fronts anyone who is 
planning to retire in their 
mid-60s because her fi-
nancial advisor will pre-
sent to her with the stark 
reality that she will need 
to plan for a retirement 
that may last for 30 years, 
one-third of her lifetime.  
Given these realities, why 
would we want to resist 
growing a church with 
mature, wise, and gifted 
people who may spend 
three decades or more 
contributing to our com-
munity?   

Many churches have 
made their sole focus the 
acquisition of younger 
members.  In this pro-
cess, they have kindly, or 
not so kindly, shown their 
older members the door.  
There is a hint of ageism 
in how the church growth 
gurus seem fixated on the 
young.  My goal for 

    they flourish in the 
courts of our God. 

In old age they still pro-
duce fruit; 

    they are always green 
and full of sap  

(Psalm 92:12-14, NRSV)   

I want to challenge those 
who are older among us 
to consider a second act 
in the life of RCRC.  
Consider serving again in 
some capacity.  Consider 
starting a new ministry.  
Considering helping eve-
ryone here at RCRC to 
grow old together!  

Acknowledgment:  I want to 
credit Paul Irvingôs article, 
ñChurchill Wasnôt óOver the 
Hillô in 1940,ò as a source of 
inspiration for my CLN article.  
Irvingôs article appeared on 
page A15 of the March 5, 2018 
issue of The Wall Street Jour-
nal.  

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio 

A P R I L WO R SH I P SCH E D UL E  

4/1  10:30am Easter Sunday  
  "Where it all Started"  
  John 19:38  - 20:23  

 No Evening Worship 
 
4/8  10:30am 
  "The Work of the People: An Ex
  position of Reformed Liturgy" 

 6:00pmðSunday Evening Seminary 
 
4/15  10:30am 
 Guest Preacher - Rev. Chris Arcadi 
  "Lord, Command Me to Come" 
  Matthew 14:22-33 

 No Evening Worship 

4/22  10:30am 
  "Far From the Madding Crowd" 
  John 6:1 - 15 
  Music from The Roberts Wesleyan 
  College Chorale 

 3:00pm  Roberts Wesleyan College 
 ChoraleðLost in Wonder 

 NO Evening Worship 
 
4/29  10:30am 
  "All in the Same Boat" 
  John 6:16 - 21 

 6:00pmðSunday Evening Seminary 
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The Roberts Choral will 
be joining us for worship 
in the morning on April 
22 and for a concert in 

the afternoon!   

 

 
 

MA R K  YO U R CA L E N DA RS! 


