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NO Sunday School
10:30am—Easter Worship
NO Evening Worship
NO Sr. High Youth Grp
7:00pm—Couples’ Fellowship
7:00pm—Deacons’ Mtg
NO Koinonia Dinner
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
3:30pm Sunday Celebration
at Cameron
6:00pm—Sunday Evening
Seminary
5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GIFT Fellowship,
GEMS Mtg., Jr. High Youth
Group, Adult Bell Choir
7:30pm—Adult Choir
7:00pm—Council Mtg
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth Grp
NO Evening Worship
7:00pm—Couples’ Fellowship
5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—Jr. High Youth
Group, Adult Bell Choir
6:45pm—Ladies’ Fellowship
7:30pm—Adult Choir
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
3:00pm—The Roberts Chorale In Concert
6:00pm—Sr. High Youth Grp
No Evening Worship
5:15pm—Youth Bell Practice
6:00pm—Koinonia Dinner
6:30pm—GEMS Mtg., Jr.
High Youth Group, Adult
Bell Choir
7:30pm— Adult Choir
7:00pm—Elder Meeting
7:00am—Men’s Bible Study
9:00am—Sunday School
10:30am—Worship
6:00pm—Sunday Evening
Seminary, Sr. High Youth
Grp

GROWING OLD?

Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

I recently watched the
Oscar nominated film,
Darkest Hour, in which
Gary Oldman gave a remarkable performance as
Winston Churchill. Most
people don’t realize that
Churchill was 65 years
old when England faced
its darkest hour. Warren
Buffett, perhaps
the
world’s greatest investor,
is currently 87 years old
and still running his
famed Berkshire Hathaway. Grandma Moses

began painting her best
work at age 78. The biblical Moses was around
80 when he led the people of Israel out of Egypt.
My point? Getting older
does not make you less
valuable or less useful in
your vocation or in
Christ’s kingdom.
There is a tremendous bias towards
youth in our general culture and this has carried
over into the church.
Churches are feverishly
trying to divine ways by
which they can reach
“young people” and minister to “millennials.”
There is an assumption
that you can’t build the
church with older people.
While I very
much want to attract
young people to our congregation, I do not think
that this is the only way a
church can grow, minister
and sustain itself. I think

a church can grow by
attracting, and ministering to, older people.
There are a lot of reasons
why I think older people
can contribute significantly to the church and
its future growth. First,
having moved through
their child rearing years,
and perhaps their working years, older people
often simply have more
time to devote to ministry
and service. Second, older people often possess a
tremendous amount of
wisdom
which
they
gained from their experiences as parents and
through their work careers. Third, they are
generally mature in their
Christian faith and commitment. Fourth, they
are likely to be around a
lot longer than people
expect. A person in his
or her 60s and 70s is no
longer really “old” in our
(cont’d on pg. 2)
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GROWING OLD? (CONT’D FROM COVER)

“My goal for RCRC is
for this church to always
be a multi-generational
church in which people
in every age demographic
can worship together and
be valued for the gifts
they bring. In other
words, I am looking
forward to us growing
old.”

culture. This reality confronts anyone who is
planning to retire in their
mid-60s because her financial advisor will present to her with the stark
reality that she will need
to plan for a retirement
that may last for 30 years,
one-third of her lifetime.
Given these realities, why
would we want to resist
growing a church with
mature, wise, and gifted
people who may spend
three decades or more
contributing to our community?
Many churches have
made their sole focus the
acquisition of younger
members. In this process, they have kindly, or
not so kindly, shown their
older members the door.
There is a hint of ageism
in how the church growth
gurus seem fixated on the
young.
My goal for

RCRC is for this church
to always be a multigenerational church in
which people in every
age demographic can
worship together and be
valued for the gifts they
bring. In other words, I
am looking forward to us
growing old.
As a postscript, I want to
encourage and challenge
all those who consider
themselves “old.” Your
time is not done here!
We need you! I want you
to be encouraged that
God promises that mature
believers will produce
fruit in their older years.
For example, the Psalmist
proclaims the following:

The righteous flourish
like the palm tree,
and grow like a cedar
in Lebanon.
They are planted in the
house of the Lord;

they flourish in the
courts of our God.
In old age they still produce fruit;
they are always green
and full of sap
(Psalm 92:12-14, NRSV)
I want to challenge those
who are older among us
to consider a second act
in the life of RCRC.
Consider serving again in
some capacity. Consider
starting a new ministry.
Considering helping everyone here at RCRC to
grow old together!
Acknowledgment: I want to
credit Paul Irving’s article,
“Churchill Wasn’t ‘Over the
Hill’ in 1940,” as a source of
inspiration for my CLN article.
Irving’s article appeared on
page A15 of the March 5, 2018
issue of The Wall Street Journal.

~Pastor Anthony Selvaggio

APRIL WORSHIP SCHEDULE
4/1 10:30am Easter Sunday
"Where it all Started"
John 19:38 - 20:23
No Evening Worship
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4/8 10:30am
"The Work of the People: An Ex
position of Reformed Liturgy"
6:00pm—Sunday Evening Seminary
4/15 10:30am
Guest Preacher - Rev. Chris Arcadi
"Lord, Command Me to Come"
Matthew 14:22-33
No Evening Worship

4/22 10:30am
"Far From the Madding Crowd"
John 6:1 - 15
Music from The Roberts Wesleyan
College Chorale
3:00pm Roberts Wesleyan College
Chorale—Lost in Wonder
NO Evening Worship

4/29 10:30am
"All in the Same Boat"
John 6:16 - 21
6:00pm—Sunday Evening Seminary

N e w s l e tte r T i tl e
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M A R K Y O U R C A L E N DA R S !

The Roberts Choral will
be joining us for worship
in the morning on April
22 and for a concert in
the afternoon!
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YOUTH NEWS
“Pray for the ministry
of Flower City Work
Camp that through all
of our hands and hearts
"the city might see
Jesus.””
Julie Vande Brake,
Director of Youth Ministries

The Annual Spaghetti
Dinner and Dessert Auction on March 23 was
great fun and raised
$4,788 to help sponsor
our youth for Flower City
Work Camp, our Sr. High
SERVE trip to Holland,
MI this June, youth retreats and other youth
events. Special thanks to
all who came for the dinner, and/or donated desserts and funds. The
youth really appreciate it
and were touched by the
support of so many who
gave generously. A great
big THANK YOU to our
Master Chef Jeff Kuryla,
our auctioneer Gary Harris, and to our scribe for

the auction Jan Huussen.
This year Elizabeth Kuryla offered to be our hostess, directing when tables
should be served. Several
people told me they
thought the process of
serving the meal went
smoother this year…
thanks, Elizabeth!
The youth are now eagerly anticipating Flower
City Work Camp (April
2-6). If you would like to
send a note of encouragement to our 16 youth participating, here are their
names: Anna Davis, Elizabeth Kuryla, Timothy
Vande Brake, Emma
Vande Brake, Nathaniel
Veenje, Coby Veenje,
Katie Selvaggio, Hannah
Carney, Joseph Carney,
Caleb Harris, Trevor
Smith, Amy Cawley, Angie De Lallo, Grace Sullivan, Matthew Sullivan
and Lauren Elliot.
If you have extra time
and would like to encourage the adults, I'm sure
they would appreciate
notes as well. Here are
the worksite
leaders: Woody Johnson,

Danny Veenje, Jay Falvo,
Mike Verbree, Ron Cok,
Matthew Harris, Jeff
Kuryla.
Overnight Leaders: Anthony Selvaggio, Scott
De Lallo, Russ Aizer,
Julie Vande Brake, Ann
Michelle Bouwmeester,
Charlene De Lallo.
Lunch deliverers: Peg
Chambery, Jan and Judy
Huussen Kitchen/Snacks
crew: Nancy Johnson,
Mary Steensma
Notes can be left at our
church office and I will
pick them up and deliver
them. Alternatively, the
youth and worksite leaders all have mailboxes at
Browncroft (next to the
Sanctuary) and you can
deliver notes directly
there as well.
Pray for the ministry of
Flower City Work Camp
that through all of our
hands and hearts "the city
might see Jesus."

~ Julie Vande Brake
Director of Youth Ministries

N e w s l e tte r T i tl e
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“The Annual Spaghetti
Dinner and Dessert
Auction on March 23
was great fun !”
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I N AU G U R A L E A S T E R E G G H U N T

“...the event provided a
lively and welcoming
window into our church
life to the attendees who
were visiting our church
for the first time.”

On
Saturday
March 24th, the
inaugural Easter
Egg Hunt was
held
at
RCRC.
Our
group of organizers and volunteers
hosted
around 65 kids
plus
family
members for two
hours of fun! The fellowship hall was a joyfully
raucous scene, with kids
enjoying
popcorn
(Thanks to Jeff for the

commercial popper!) and
lemonade while trying
their hand at games of
skill, completing creative
crafts, and enjoying play
stations (some would still
be digging through Easter
Grass if they had the
choice). The egg hunts
ran the gamut from toddlers being entirely befuddled by a gaga ball
court in the activity room
(2 and under) to no holds
barred competition (6+
group). Ultimately, the
event provided a lively

and welcoming window
into our church life to the
attendees who were visiting our church for the
first time, as well as a
time of fellowship for
everyone who came. We
hope and pray that Christ
was honored by our efforts, and that we can
parlay this momentum
into future events. Our
gratitude cannot be overstated to everyone who
volunteered, contributed,
and attended!

C hur c h L i f e

P A L M S U N DAY :
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MORNING WORSHIP &
EVENING HYMN SING

“Come, let us sing for
joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to
the Rock of our
salvation.
Let us come before him
with thanksgiving
and extol him with
music and song!”

P age 8

“Their goal is to break
that cycle [of poverty] by
empowering families
through education,
health and social
service.”
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Deacon Update: Since
1927 Rochester Family
Mission has been dedicated to improving the quality of life for the inner city
residents of Rochester.
The mission offers literacy programs for individuals to function successfully in the competitive
workforce, health education that links vulnerable
people to programs that
ensure basic human needs
regardless of age, race or
religion.
RFM reaches out to families caught in a cycle of
poverty and equips them
practically, emotionally
and spiritually.
Their
goal is to break that cycle
by empowering families
through education, health
and social service.
Hunger
Food link Referral Pantry
Emergency Walk-in Service
Mobile Food Pantry

Youth Programs
Back to school programs
Healthy Families/ Healthy
Neighborhood Summer
Camp: This camp provides a structured environment where youth can
grow in God and have
fun.
Harvest Fest:
up to
200 youth attend devotions, prayer and trick or
treating.
Holiday Basket and
Christmas Angel Tree.
Charlene DeLallo administers this for our congregation.
Educational Programs
ICAN KIDS: is a tutoring program that involves
dinner, homework, tutoring and recreation 3 days
each week.
I CAN KIDS ELEV8: in
collaboration with MCC
and Roberts Wesleyan
College specifically for
grades 7-12

I CAN ADULTS: for
GED and help enrolling
in college
RICE: Rochester Institute of Christian Education - assisting people
along a GOD directed
destination of leadership.
The RCRC family has
been strong supporters of
this ministry in the past.
We hope you will consider Rochester Family Mission in your tithing this
year.

The Deacons

C A M E R O N S U N DAY C E L E B R A T I O N
Cameron Sunday Celebration - District 3
Thanks to all for your generous response
in food offerings for the event and in
willing hands to help serve! We had an
abundance of each! Due to your generosity we had some extra mac-n-cheese and
ham, but the kitchen manager was already planning to use it in Cameron's
After School Meals program - so it will
be put to good use! Thanks again for
joining together to make this project a
success!

N e w s l e tte r T i tl e
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SPEAKING TO ONE ANOTHER WITH PSALMS,
HYMNS, AND SONGS FROM THE SPIRIT
EPHESIANS 5:19

David Dill, Deacon

During the past year
Council has been looking
at various spiritual disciplines – including evangelism – in order to explore and lead by example. The outcome is usually that we struggle and
hem-and-haw and avoid
talking about how poorly
we did – even with encouragement we do no
better than the rest of the
congregation. Why is it
so hard to talk about
something that we sometimes say is our only
comfort in life and in
death?
We put unusual expectations around talking
about the Bible and our
faith and confine it to
formal, structured settings – in church or a
small group, a Bible
study. Even then (maybe
a holdover from grammar
school days) we are careful not to ask a foolish
question; we sit quietly
while someone else talks
about what we believe.

During Mutual Greetings
on Sunday morning we
give a hearty “Good
Morning!” Occasionally
one will hear “the Peace
of Christ.” On Easter,
“He is risen indeed!” is
traditional.
But John
Preston's, “Christ is dead
for you!” would sound
very strange, yet strangely encouraging (don't
worry he died in the 17th
century).
We do not feel that we
can make bold statements
about our faith. We barely feel qualified to bring
it up at all. After all, we
don’t have all the answers; it might be more
concerning, however, to
think that we would.
Luke tells us that we are
most likely to speak
about that which fills our
hearts – does our speech
give window to our devotional habits? Are we
conscious of being “in
Christ”? I was asked to
teach a Sunday school
class this year – it has
been a great opportunity
to review the Catechism,
along with the creeds and
supporting Bible texts. It
has clarified doctrinal
issues for me, and I have
found it encouraging and
a way to get used to sharing my faith with others
on a weekly basis.
Connection groups are
another venue in which
we can talk about our
faith - “how about them
Bills?” No, not that

faith... But group can turn
into just another formal
setting in which we say
what is expected of us.
Or do our “connections”
spill over into daily encouragement? Are we
seeking each other out
during the week – or is
group just another activity, a nice idea – group for
group's sake? We go our
separate ways and are
pretty
much
selfsufficient. I am not a casserole basket case, so
what would a group have
to offer me anyway?
Bonhoeffer, in Life Together, says that “the
Christian needs another
Christian who speaks
God’s Word to him. He
needs him again and
again when he becomes
uncertain and discouraged, for by himself he
cannot help himself without belying the truth....
The Christ in his own
heart is weaker than the
Christ in the word of his
brother; his own heart is
uncertain, his brother’s is
sure.”
Once we understand that
others within our fellowship need the Word that
we can supply and we
start practicing these habits, it may be less of a
stretch to reach out to our
neighbors with the Good
News in a more natural
way.

~David Dill, Deacon

“We go our separate
ways and are pretty
much self-sufficient. I
am not a casserole
basket case, so what
would a group have to
offer me anyway?”

P age 1 0
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“One of the best ways
to “Love thy Neighbor”
is to live with them.”

P age 1 2
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OTHER NEWS...

“Editor’s Note: I had to
fill in with something…”

The Spring Classis Meeting for Classis Atlantic Northeast was postponed
from last month until April 18 and 19
due to bad weather, in the sure and
certain hope that snowstorms won’t
occur again in April.
For those new to the CRC or unfamiliar with denominational governance, the church operates under the
authority of a series of deliberative
bodies.
The local one is the church Council,
made up of the pastor, the Board of
Elders, and the Board of Deacons.
The Council is responsible for all
decisions made on behalf of the
congregation, including the creation
and adoption of the annual budget,
hiring of staff, any large capital expenditures, and the extension of a call
to a prospective pastor.
For any significant decisions, it is
wise and recommended for the
Council to seek the advice of the
Congregation, which is why the congregation votes on the budget and on
a call to a pastor.
At the denominational level the deliberative body is Synod, which meets
once a year in June to discuss and
vote on changes that affect the denomination, such as the structure of
the CRCNA ministries, initiatives to
improve spiritual and numeric
growth, matters of policy, and any
changes made to the Church Order,
the CRC’s ‘constitution,’ if you will,
that outlines the rules and processes
used to govern the church. They also

vote on a slate of candidates presented by Calvin Theological Seminary
for approval as Ministers of the
Word in the CRC, making them
eligible to receive a call from a
church.
Between Synod and the local Council, the denomination is broken up
into regions, or Classes. Each Classis
is made up of local churches who
meet twice a year to make decisions
impacting the local churches. These
include Classical budgets, ministry
concerns, planting of new churches,
and approval of local church calls to
prospective pastors. RCRC is a
member of Classis Atlantic Northeast, which stretches from New
York up into Maine.
While often the meetings of Classis

go relatively unnoticed by many of
us, this upcoming meeting is significant for us at RCRC.
Because Pastor Anthony was ordained in the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, he is in the process of gaining eligibility to be called as an ordained pastor in the CRC. The next
step in this process is an examination by the Classis. This will take
place on April 18 and 19.
Examinations for any of us carry
with them a degree of stress and
anticipation. Please be in prayer for
Pastor Anthony, our delegates, and
for Classis as they meet in a few
weeks.
~ Gary Harris

CRC Organizational Structure
(FYI, this is a simplified graphic of the ‘ecclesiastical governance’ of the CRC. There
are 48 Classes across the US and Canada, and 22 churches in CANE)

APRIL MORNING OFFERINGS
Donations for the General Ministry Fund and Food Offerings are collected every
Sunday. In addition, the following separate funds are scheduled for each Sunday:

4/1
Christian Education Society and Resonate Global Missions
4/8
Deacons Fund and Habitat for Humanity Mite Boxes Collected
4/15
International Missions

4/22
World Renew
4/29
GEMS Sunday—CRC
April Evening Offerings

Heritage Christian Services

P age 1 3
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W HAT ARE T HEY UP TO?

C H E C K I N G I N W I T H O U R Y O U N G A D U LT S
Note: This article is part of a continuing series of profiles of our post-high school
young adults (up through about age 25). In this issue of the newsletter we catch up
with Sydney Frelier, who celebrated her birthday recently, on March 29. Please
remember to pray for all of our young adults in their walk with the Lord and as
they think about their plans for the future.
Sydney Frelier is a sophomore at Calvin College this year. She’s currently living in
the dorms, but plans to move off campus this
fall into a rental house shared with friends. Sydney is enrolled in Calvin’s speech pathology
program, and her career goal is to eventually
work with special needs children. She’s always
loved hanging out with little kids.
Outside of classes and studying, Sydney works a couple of shifts a week at “Olivia’s
Gift,” a group home for adults with disabilities.
The home has six residents in their 20s and 30s,
both men and women. Sydney says these folks
are like family to her.
Sydney is a true carnivore, with her
favorite food being steak. She says that the dining hall at school doesn’t serve steak (imagine
that!) so she gets her parents to serve it whenever she’s home.
In her free time, Sydney watches a bit of TV, including Gray’s Anatomy
and This Is Us. She and her friends also play games on the Wii and take in some of
Calvin’s basketball and baseball games. In nicer weather she enjoys walking
through Calvin’s nature preserve.
Please keep Sydney in your regular prayers and take some time to talk with
her when she’s at RCRC during college breaks.

SAVE THE DATE
THE COMPASS CARE WALK
May 5th, Highland Park
Update: 19 babies saved
and 5 Mom 's accepted Christ!

“Let’s remember to pray
for all of our young
adults in their walk
with the Lord and as
they think about their
plans for the future.”
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O UR C HURC H F AMI LY
“Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known
to God.”
Philippians 4:6

Please pray for…
Lorraine Kuipers who
is recuperating from
pneumonia.
Paul Bult who has recently returned home
from the hospital following a serious auto
accident.
Jackie Fenton as she
recovers from hip surgery.

APRIL

AND

All those who continue
to grieve the loss of
loved ones.
For Gary Harris’ sister,
Karen, who has received the good news
that the cancerous
lymph nodes have
shrunken.
She now
awaits surgery which is
scheduled for April 16.

Prayer Room: Someone
will be available to pray
with you, or for you,
each Sunday morning in
room 2 (next to the Library) for 20 minutes
following the morning
worship service. Written requests may be
placed in the box in room
2. All information is kept
confidential.

M AY B I R T H DAY S

April
Tom Scott
Adaline Bruinsma
Kelly Hooge
Rowan Hooge
Florence Zijlstra
Benjamin Bruinsma
Diane De Jong
Doug De Jong
Mae Michelle Frelier
Evert Lindenhovius
Anna Rose Vande Brake
John Dobbenga
Paul Ferraraccio
Edward Belles

Timothy VandeBrake
Judith Chambery
Lena Veenje

May
Elise Chambery
Kathy Quinn
Lusie Lindenhovius
Donald Slager
Becky Bivone
Susan Gilbert Collins
Emilia Sobiech
George VerDouw
Grace Nienhuis
Christina Thompson

David Punter
Nathaniel Frelier
Michael Verbree
Sarah Carney
Olive Chambery
Katie Sung
Olivia Smith
Travis Smith
Elizabeth Spoelhof
Jean Spoelhof
Dawt Sung
Virginia Kuryla
Roger Hoadley

G OI N G DI GI TA L G ROW I NG P A I NS !
Ok, so you’re wondering,
“Where
are
the
birthdates? Didn’t we
used to have birthdates?”
Yes, you’re right, we did.
Once we decided to post
the newsletter online,
some folks were con-

cerned about having
birthdates available to the
general public. So, we’ve
eliminated them from the
newsletter. To provide
the birthday list with
dates, our web team is
working on posting the

list on the ‘Members Only’ area of our website.
Once that’s ready, you
will be notified.
Thanks everyone!

~ Gary & Alice Harris

C hur c h L i f e
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V I S I TAT I O N M I N I S T RY
Each month a number of volunteers visit our members listed below. If you are
interested in coordinating this important ministry, please contact Shari Harrison at
jsnyhonda@gmail.com

Lillian Barham
Hill Haven Nursing Home
1550 Empire Blvd
Webster, NY 14580

Ben Hoadley
Shire Senior Living
2515 Culver Road
Rochester, NY 14609

Hermien Bouwmeester
Kirkhaven
254 Alexander St
Rochester, NY 14607

Roger Hoadley
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way
Apt. 260
Penfield, NY 14526

David Bruinsma
St. John’s Home
Hastings Building
Room 248B
Rochester, NY 14620
Gordon Haines
St. Ann’s Home
1500 Portland Ave
Rochester, NY 14621

Ray Leuwen
293 Rich’s Dugway
Rochester, NY 14625
Marvin Lown
Aaron Manor (613)
100 St. Camillus Way
Fairport, NY 14450

Lois Smith
Fairport Baptist Homes
4646 Nine Mile Point Road
Room 1H04
Fairport, NY 14450
Grada Steenblok
The Legacy
40 Willow Pond Way, Apt. 211
Penfield, NY 14526
Mary Zinkand
The Episcopal Home
535 Mt. Hope Ave, Apt. 115
Rochester, NY 14620

WILL YOU COMMIT TO A BIBLICAL MARRIAGE?

What would you do if
you were asked to consider giving yourselves,
and your marriage, to
Jesus? WE believe Jesus
wants to be a part of your
lives; he wants a relationship with you as a couple.

He doesn’t want
self-serving individuals – He wants Unity.
Here are some ways
you can have a Biblical Marriage.
Pray together. Learn
to share with Jesus
your joys, your
needs and your appreciation for each other.
Worship together. Enjoy
the fellowship of the
Church and all it has to
offer you as a couple.
Be students of your
spouse and find ways to

share your love that are
particularly meaningful
to them. Learn to be
Christians at home. Practice forgiveness, mercy,
grace, healing, serving,
and giving.
If you are interested in
more information, please
see Jim or Shari Harrison

“Learn to be Christians
at home. Practice
forgiveness, mercy, grace,
healing, serving, and
giving.”

NEXT NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE FOR OUR MAY ISSUE:
SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 2018
DELIVERY DATE: SUNDAY, MAY 6, 2018

Next Month...

Newsletter articles may be submitted by e-mail to
the Editors at amharris74@gmail.com
(Please put “Church Life” in the subject line of submissions)
Church Life is published 11 times a year by the Rochester Christian Reformed Church.
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Photos are provided by individuals shown, family, friends, teachers, or editorial staff.
Professional photos taken by Steve Tryon, www.PearwoodDesigns.com, are so noted.
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