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EMPOWERED TO DREAM 

COUNTRY: GUATEMALA 
AREA OF IMPACT: PEACE + JUSTICE

The people of Las Quebradas in Guatemala have found themselves marginalized and uneducated for 
some time. With the land being formerly owned by German farmers, as employees the local community 
members were unable to study and learn for fear of rebellion. Although no longer under these rules, 
most adults have yet to gain access to education.  
  
Sebastián Chen Xol, 75, has been a pastor in this community for 49 years. Despite not being able to 
read, he knew this was a calling from God. This year, not giving up on his dreams, he graduates from 
elementary school. “By the will of the Lord I have preached His name and spoken with responsibility. 
Sometimes, it was very difficult to read and prepare for my preaching, staying up very late. But I knew 
my responsibility and reserved my time to study and read the Bible.”  
  
“Time is a very important commodity for us as farmers, so setting aside time to be a pastor was a 
sacrifice. I never imagined finishing my education, but I know that I owe this achievement to the Lord 
my God. To God be the glory for what He has done in me!” We at World Renew are working with 
ADIP to empower people to create a better life for themselves so they can pursue their dreams and 
contribute to their communities as leaders, so more Guatemalans like Don Sebastián can say, “To God 
be the glory for what He has done for me.” 
 

"I never imagined 
finishing my education, 
but I know that I owe 
this achievement to the 
Lord my God." 
  
- Don Sebastian, 
farmer and pastor 
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COUNTRY UPDATES
July 2021

COVID-19 infections are increasing in Guatemala, with more than 2,000 new infections reported on
average each day. This is a spike in numbers, with the greatest number of new cases (3,069) so far reported
on July 8. There have been over 322,000 infections and 9,756 coronavirus-related deaths reported in the
country since the pandemic began.

Even though Guatemala has administered at least 1,051,395 doses of COVID vaccines so far, assuming
every person needs two doses, that’s only enough to have vaccinated about 3.2 percent of the country’s
population. During the last week reported, Guatemala averaged about 8,741 doses administered each day.
At that rate, it will take a further 380 days to administer enough doses for another 10 percent of the
population.

Unfortunately, Guatemala has also been affected by a particularly heavy rainy season. This extreme weather
has caused damage in areas that had been already affected by hurricanes ETA and IOTA, slowing recovery
from these earlier disasters.

PRAYER REQUESTS

Pray for planned trips and visits to our local partners, as these are more dangerous with the rising
COVID-19 rates.

Pray with us for the communities that have been hit by this rainy season. May God bring opportunities
for us to help in new ways to build resilience in these regions.

One of our staff was ill at the beginning of June, but we thank God that she is now back to work and
feeling much better.

Pray for continued vaccine supply to reach the people of Guatemala and for an end to this pandemic.

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS

This year has been one of despair for many in Guatemala. But Psalm 33:21-22 says:
"In [God] our hearts rejoice,
    for we trust in his holy name.
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord,
    even as we put our hope in you."

May your hearts rejoice today as you continue to build God's Kingdom through your support of World
Renew Guatemala and in so many other ways.

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING HOPE! 

World Renew Guatemala
guatemala@worldrenew.net

the team in Guatemala
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