
 

 
For Our Local Live Streamers and At-Home Worship Friends 
At the December 2, 2021 meeting of the elders, the elders discussed the idea of holding a 
monthly Sunday evening communion service specifically tailored to those desiring to attend in-
person worship, but only with full masking and physical distancing protocols. The service will 
focus on biblical teaching, prayer, and the celebration of the Lord's Supper using individually-
wrapped communion elements. The plan is to hold the first of these services in January, but first 
the elders desire to see if there is enough interest to warrant moving forward with the plan. 
Accordingly, if you would be interested in attending this type of service, please contact the office 
(office@rochestercrc.org) by December 31. One final note, while this service is being tailored to 
the needs of a specific segment of our congregation, anyone in our congregation who is 
comfortable with the protocols is invited to attend.  

Elders Approve Trial Use of New Bible Version for Sunday Worship 
As most of you know, our current pew bible is the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). The 
NRSV was published in 1989 and has not been updated in 32 years. Since 1989 there have been 
many significant advancements in textual criticism, biblical scholarship, and the evolution of 
language, which has resulted in a decline in the effectiveness of the NRSV for preaching and 
liturgy. The publishers of the NRSV recognizing these deficiencies launched an effort to update 
the NRSV. That process has come to fruition with the anticipated release of the NRSV Updated 
Edition (or NRSVue), in electronic form, by December 25, 2021. At the December 2, 2021 
meeting of the elders, the elders approved the use of the NRSVue in worship on a trial basis 
which will allow the elders, Pastor Anthony, and the congregation an opportunity to evaluate 
the translation to see if it should be permanently adopted as our new pew Bible or whether we 
should consider other translations. The NRSVue is expected to be released in hard copy form 
some time in the first quarter of 2022. The elders will keep the congregation informed in 
advance regarding any final decision regarding this matter. The elders also welcome any 
feedback from the congregation regarding the trial use of the NRSVue. If you would like to pre-
order the electronic version of the NRSVue or learn more about it, please click the following link: 
https://friendshippress.org/nrsv-updated-edition/. There is a pdf sampler version of the update 
available at this web address for download. 

Puzzle Exchange 
Check out the puzzles in room 11 (across from the women’s bathroom). Take a puzzle. Leave a 
puzzle. Repeat. (Please do not leave any puzzles with missing pieces. They will be recycled.)  
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A Note from the Harrisons 
Happy Thanksgiving. We are so thankful this year. It has really been a hard one for us. We are 
thankful to everyone that supported us, loved us, encouraged us, fed us, loaned us boxes, 
cleaned our bins when we did not have water, moved boxes twice, sent us notes, called us to 
check in, donated to the Go Fund Me account set up for the five families involved in the fire and 
the million hugs we received. You all gave us bright spots when we were in the dark, prayed for 
us when we were sad and discouraged and best of all helped to remind us of Jeremiah 29:11 – 
14  "For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to 
me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 
I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, " 
May God Bless you all. Jim and Shari Harrison 

Knitting Ministry Donations 
If you have handmade hats, mittens, scarves, or baby items to donate, 
please bring them to church by Thursday, December 9. You may leave 
donations in room 11. All items will be donated to Open Door Mission, 
School #33, and the clinic where Heidi Zinkand works. 

Mitten Tree 
We’re collecting mittens and gloves for students at School #33. They 
may be homemade or store bought. Please leave your donations on 
the tree in the Narthex. 

Children and Worship Update 
Our Children and Worship program is off to a strong start this fall! The 
kids are happy to be back and worshipping together again. We've consistently had big numbers 
in our group, often 15-20 children at a time! Praise God! While the student enrollment is high, 
the adult volunteer numbers are low. We're looking for more volunteers, adults and older 
teens, to lead Children and Worship so we can continue with this amazing ministry. Please see 
Becky Hughes if you are willing to be a part of our Children and Worship program.  

Keepin Our Promise Toy Drive 
This year RCRC is holding a toy drive to assist with the resettlement of 100 Afghan families in 
Rochester. Bring in your gifts by December 12th. If you have questions or concerns, please 
connect with Charlene in person or via email charlenebuerman@yahoo.com. 

Sunday Worship Service with Communion 
Worship with us in person or watch our livestream at 10 AM. Pastor Anthony’s sermon “Joseph’s 
Dilemma” will be based on Matthew 1:18-25. The order of worship is available at 
https://www.rochestercrc.org/sermons-worship#bulletin.  
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Koinonia Dinner 
Join us for bacon-wrapped meatloaf on Wednesday, December 8 at 6 PM. Please sign up for 
dinner in the Narthex or notify the office by Monday. If you signed up for the take-out option, 
pick up your food behind the church at 5:30 PM on Wednesday. Cost - $5 per person, $20 for a 
family of 4 or more. 

Jr. High Youth Group 
Wednesday, December 8, 6:30 - 8 PM– Regular Meeting 
Sr. High Youth Group 
Sunday, December 5, 6:30 – 8:30 PM – Regular Meeting 
 

Your Ministry Shares at Work 
RCRC donates 12% of our budget to the Christian Reformed Church in North America as Ministry 
Shares. For every dollar given, the following was directed to these ministries: 

 
 


