
Living Against the Grain:  Week 12  May 7, 2017 
Matt. 6:5-15 
 
Warming Up 
	

1.		Share	with	the	group	your	childhood	concept	of	prayer.		Did	you	have	any	
misunderstandings	about	what	prayer	is?		What	contributed	to	those	
misunderstandings?		

	

2.		Is	there	anyone	you	have	respected	because	of	their	prayer	life?		What	have	you	
learned	from	them?	

 
Knowing the Gospel… 
	

3.		Why	pray	at	all	if	we	know	God	knows	everything	and	will	carry	out	his	will	
anyway?		2	Cor.	12:8,	Mark	14:32-39.		What	are	the	benefits	of	prayer?		How	do	you	
think	a	consistent	prayer	life	can	help	us	grow	spiritually?		How	do	you	think	it	
helps	us	know	God	better?		

	

	

4.		Jesus	challenges	us	to	pray	asking	for	God’s	will	to	be	done.		He	is	not	referring	to	
God’s	“hidden”	will,	the	things	we	don’t	know,	but	rather	to	his	“revealed”	will…His	
moral	will,	his	revealed	general	guidelines	for	life.		What	kind	of	impact	should	this	
have	on	us	if	we	are	really	praying	for	God’s	“revealed	will”	to	be	accomplished?		
Eph.	5:17.		How	can	we	pray	this	for	ourselves,	our	schools,	our	community,	our	
country,	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ?	

	

	

5.		If	God	is	sovereign	and	knows	and	rules	all	things,	is	it	ok	to	pray	for	things	over	
and	over?		What	good	does	persistent	prayer	do?		Does	it	obligate	God	to	answer	us?		
Mark	14:39,	2	Cor.	12:8,	Ps.	136,	Luke	18:1-7,	Luke	11:5-12	



	

	Living the Gospel…	
	

6.		In	1	Thess.	5:17	Paul	tells	us	to	“Pray	without	ceasing.”		Is	this	possible?		If	so,	
how?		What	do	you	think	Paul	actually	means?		Check	out	the	quotes	at	the	end	of	
the	truth	discussion	from	Brother	Lawrence.		Pick	one	or	two	and	discuss	your	
thoughts	on	them.	

 
7.		Share	with	the	group	your	favorite	place	and	time	for	prayer.		When	has	your	
prayer	life	most	thrived?		Struggled	most?			

	

	

8.		As	you	consider	the	priorities	that	Jesus	includes	in	model	prayer	for	us,	which	of	
the	priorities	do	you	tend	to	ignore?		Which	do	you	spend	the	most	time	on?		How	
can	you	follow	Jesus’	model	pray	for	us	more	closely?	

	

9.		Compare	Jesus’	prayer	in	John	17	with	his	model	prayer	in	Matt.	6.		What	
similarities	do	you	see?			

			

	

	Telling the Gospel…	
					
	

9.		What	do	you	think	it	means	to	pray	for	God’s	kingdom	to	come?		How	does	that	
happen	currently?			See	John	17:20-21,	1	Tim.	2:4,	2	Pet.	3:9,	Luke	10:2.		How	can	we	
be	praying	specifically	for	His	Kingdom	to	come	now?	

	

10.		Share	the	name	of	1	person	you	would	like	to	share	the	gospel	with	this	year.	

	

11.		Spend	some	time	praying	for	people	in	your	lives	who	don’t	yet	know	Christ.				



	

“One way to re-collect the mind easily in the time of prayer, and preserve it more in 
tranquility, is not to let it wander too far in other times:you should keep it strictly in the 
presence of God; and being accustomed to think of Him often, you will find it easy to keep 
your mind calm in the time of prayer, or at least to recall it from its wanderings.”  
― Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
	

“That we need only to recognize GOD intimately present with us, to address ourselves to Him 
every moment, that we may beg His assistance for knowing His will in things doubtful, and 
for rightly performing those which we plainly see He requires of us, offering them to Him 
before we do them, and giving Him thanks when we have done.”  
― Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
	

“I cannot imagine how religious persons can live satisfied without the practice of the 
presence of GOD. For my part I keep myself retired with Him in the depth of centre of my 
soul as much as I can; and while I am so with Him I fear nothing; but the least turning from 
Him is insupportable.”  
― Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
	

“That we should establish ourselves in a sense of GOD’s Presence, by continually conversing 
with Him. That it was a shameful thing to quit His conversation, to think of trifles and 
fooleries.”  
― Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
	

“He does not ask much of us, merely a thought of Him from time to time, a little act of 
adoration, sometimes to ask for His grace, sometimes to offer Him your sufferings, at other 
times to thank Him for the graces, past and present, He has bestowed on you, in the midst of 
your troubles to take solace in Him as often as you can. Lift up your heart to Him during your 
meals and in company; the least little remembrance will always be the most pleasing to Him. 
One need not cry out very loudly; He is nearer to us than we think.”  
― Brother Lawrence, The Practice of the Presence of God 
	

	


