
 
Dear Woodview Church Family, 

We are excited about welcoming you back to our building on Sunday June 28th as we open again for in-person gathering. 

As you know it is our mission at Woodview is to Love God, Love Others, and Serve the World. The Covid-19 pandemic 

has presented unique challenges as we seek to fulfill our mission. God has been moving in the life of our congregation as 

we have gathered through Facebook Live and Zoom gatherings and we finally feel that it is safe enough for us to gather 

again as a congregation. Your pastors and church board leadership have taken into consideration the extensive 

information and guidance offered for churches on gathering and talked at length about how we might be able to gather 

again safely. We have determined a phased approach with loosening restrictions over time would be in the best interest 

of the health and welfare of our congregation. As we talked, we prioritized three major elements of our congregational 

life: corporate worship, discipleship, and fellowship. The phased approached to regathering focuses on these three areas 

with Phase One focused on gathering for in-person corporate worship. We wanted to take a moment and help you know 

what you can expect and what is expected of you when we come back together. 

When we gather on June 28th will have the following Phase One restrictions in place: 

- Strict social distancing 

o Mask required 

o Contactless entry/exit 

o Assigned seating from front to back 

o Six feet spacing for seating with 

pews blocked off 

o Greeters seat and dismiss people 

- No sacraments 

o Fasting Communion and Baptisms 

- No Passing of the Peace or socializing in the 

building 

- No open altars 

- Contactless offering boxes 

- Limited volunteers used on platform/media 

& sound booth 

o Reduced praise team 

o No volunteer Scripture readers 

o Praise team/pastors stay on 

platform for the entire service 

- No on-site discipleship gatherings 

- No nursery or children/youth programs  

- No food or beverage 

- Building access limited to sanctuary and 

bathrooms 

o Drinking fountains closed 

- Online discipleship gatherings and board 

meetings 

We know that these restrictions for gathering for worship are going to look and feel different from before the start of 

the Covid-19 pandemic and you might have some questions. What will worship look like when you come on June 28th? 

What expectations will we have of you and your family to keep everyone safe? 

1. Doors will open 15 minutes prior to the start of the service. In order to be as safe as possible we recommend 

that you remain in your car until it is time for the doors to open.  

2. When it is time to open the building please line up, socially distanced on the sidewalk along the side of the 

building and wait until a greeter is available to escort you to a seat. We ask that everyone come wearing a mask. 

If needed, we will provide a mask for you. We understand that small children may not be able to wear masks, 

but others should wear a mask from entry until exit.  

3. A greeter will lead you to a social distanced seat, filling the sanctuary from front to back. Large families will be 

given an entire pew, while smaller groups or singles will be social distanced at each end of the pew. 

Unfortunately, during this phase, you will not be able to choose your seat. 

4. Once seated, we ask that you remain seated and refrain from any unnecessary movement beyond your seat. 

Please keep your mask on and make sure it is always covering your mouth and nose. The bathrooms will be 

open, but please use them only when necessary. For infants and young children needing diapers changed, access 



to the nursery will be available through the women’s restroom and a changing station has been installed in the 

men’s restroom. 

5. Our service order will be adjusted to reduce the amount of time we gather including the amount of time spent 

singing. We will not pass the peace of Christ, pass offering plates, or receive sacraments. We will have offering 

boxes available for you to bring your tithes and offerings or you can continue to give by mail or online. These are 

temporary adjustments with the hope that as we progress through the phases we will slowly return to the 

format we used before the Covid-19 pandemic when it is safe. 

6. At the conclusion of the service, while the praise team sings a closing song, greeters will dismiss you beginning in 

the back of the church and moving to the front. This is done intentionally so that we can reduce social proximity 

and contact within the building. 

We ask that if you are uncomfortable following these restrictions that you please stay home and join us on Facebook 

Live. If you are feeling sick, suspect that you have come into contact with someone who is sick, or if you find yourself in a 

high-risk population we ask that you stay home and join us on Facebook Live.  

We know that wearing a mask has become highly politized in these days, but as we live into our mission to Love God, 

Love Others, and Serve the World we want to remind you that we wear masks as an act of love for others. We want to 

show everyone that walks through our doors that we have thought about their safety and we value their lives.  

We understand that young children might not be able to wear masks and might have some difficulty staying in service 

for the entire time, but we want you to know that you and your family are welcome, as is any noise little ones might 

make. As Jesus said to his disciples, “Let the little ones come to me,” so we are committed to being a multi-generational 

church welcoming all people. It breaks our hearts that we cannot offer children and youth programs at this time, but we 

look forward to doing so when it is safe. Please note we will not have children’s activity bags available, so please plan 

accordingly. 

Our progression through the phases of re-gathering will be based on continued guidance from government and other 

experts. It is possible that we may be able to progress through the phases quicker than anticipated, however we may 

need to impose additional restrictions depending on conditions within our society as it concerns Covid-19 and 

transmission risks.  

We have missed gathering with you in person and look forward to uniting as Christ’s Body to worship on June 28th. Let’s 

do so with a spirit of gratitude for God’s faithfulness and in a spirit of love for God and neighbor as we seek to Love God, 

Love Others, and Serve the World. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to Pastor 

David or Pastor Devon.  

In Christ, 

Pastor David Williams & Pastor Devon Staples 

 


