
Hagerstown Bible Church – Senior Pastor Questionnaire 
 
PERSONAL QUESTIONS 
 
Describe your salvation experience. 
Though I grew up in a Christian home and went to church regularly, I did not come to own my 
faith until I was 19 years old.  While at the Word of Life Bible Institute, in response to a series of 
lectures on Romans 1, I entrusted my life to God and became a follower of Jesus.  It was then 
that the direction of my life radically changed. 
 
Why are you interested in this position? 
Hagerstown is attractive to our family in many ways.  We are quite familiar with the general 
area, and we love the thought of returning to the region.  I feel that HBC is the kind of church 
I’d like my family to be involved in.  I think that the history, vision, size, and location of the 
church are very much in line with what we are hoping for, and we are excited for the 
opportunity.  At this point in the search process, I sense a strong compatibility with the church. 
 
Tell us about your calling to ministry. 
Shortly after trusting Christ as my savior at age 19, I began sensing a call to full-time ministry.  I 
started to take a great interest in the church, and I had an increasing desire to build God’s 
Kingdom instead of my own.  After declaring that I had no interest in being a youth pastor, I 
became one for 11 years – God has a sense of humor!  Sensing that my future was in adult 
ministry, I began and completed a Master of Divinity degree.  God led us to Crosswinds Church 
in Rochester, MN, where I received excellent mentoring and coaching from our Lead Pastor.  
God has opened my heart (and confirmed through many avenues) to seeking a Lead Pastor 
position, a direction which I do not take lightly.   
 
What goals do you have? 
Here are some goals in no particular order…   

 Lead a growing and thriving church 

 Establish a vibrant and impactful men’s ministry 

 “Rite of Passage” ceremonies with my sons 

 Be part of a dynamic team-driven church ministry 

 Have every church family/member over to our house for a meal and get-to-know-you 

time within the first two years 

 Perhaps trying my hand at writing a book at some point, but we’ll see. 

How do you use technology and social media personally and professionally? 
Candidly, I don’t use a lot of social media.  I am not against it, but because I have found it quite 
time-consuming and divisive in the past, I stopped using it altogether.  I would be open to using 
social media again, but only in a professional capacity and for ministry purposes.   
  



 
What Christian leaders/pastors/authors do you read, listen to, or follow? 
Dr. Erwin W. Lutzer (former pastor of Moody Church) 
John Eldredge (and the Wild at Heart team) 
Michael Thompson (Zoweh Ministries) 
Matt Chandler 
C.S. Lewis 
G.K. Chesterton 
Dr. Henry Cloud 
This is just a short list, of course. 
 
Have you or your spouse ever been divorced?   
No.  Happily married 23 years and counting! 
 
How do you balance the needs of your family and self with the needs of the congregation? 
I try to manage my time in such a way that I am not a stranger to my family.  While I understand 
that evening meetings are a natural and normal part of ministry, I try to limit them to 1-2 per 
week when possible.  I try to schedule 1-1 meetings during “office hours” as often as I can.  My 
family understands that there are seasons of church ministry that are busier than others, but I 
try to be fully present when at home. This includes limiting calls (within reason) at home and 
minimizing the amount of work brought home with me.   
 
How would you describe your relationship with your wife? 
My wife and I are best friends.  There is no one with whom I’d rather spend a day!  We have 
many overlapping interests, but we do enjoy our individual “alone times” as well.  I like to go 
fishing, hiking, and camping – not my wife’s favorite things to do.  She loves to paint, go 
antiquing, and explore art museums.  Though all marriages are works-in-progress, I feel we 
have excellent communication, love, and friendship.   
 
How does your wife fit into your role as pastor? 
Marian is my closest confidant, my partner in everything, and my chief advisor.  She knows me 
better than anyone, and her counsel and wisdom have proven invaluable over the years.  She is 
someone who tells me what I need to hear (because that’s what love does).  She is also a great 
help in ministry.  She plays guitar, sings (beautifully!), volunteers where needed, and is a very 
good speaker and communicator.  She understands the “ministry life,” that there are seasons of 
busyness and times when things are less busy.   
 
 
  



PASTORAL/BIBLICAL/THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS 
 
How would you explain the gospel and how to be saved to an unsaved individual? 
I think that 2 Cor. 5:21 is a great verse to use to explain the gospel.  It says, “For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.”  This verse shows that Jesus is God, that he was sinless, that he took our place on the 
cross, and that we need his righteousness since we have none of our own to offer God.  When 
sharing the gospel, I always try to frame it in terms of God’s gracious invitation to new life.  
When we receive Jesus, the risen son of God, as our savior by faith, God gives us new life and 
His Spirit lives in us, enabling us to live a holy life.   
  
Is it possible for an individual to lose their salvation? 
No.  Every person who has been justified will also be glorified (Rom. 8:29-30).  Though a 
believer may struggle in life, his/her justification will never be revoked.  I wholeheartedly agree 
with HBC’s Statement of Faith, which says, “Once saved a person is eternally secure.”   
 
Which aspect of the ministry appeals to you the most?  
My areas of strength and giftedness are teaching, discipleship, communicating, encouraging.  I 
have a passion for men’s ministry as well.  Planning out a preaching/teaching calendar and 
working with a worship/arts leader to plan services is something I am looking forward to very 
much.  I also love discipling and mentoring men. 
 
What are your methods for involving yourself in the lives of your people as their shepherd? 
I do not view being a pastor as merely preaching and being a figure head.  I place a high value 
on doing life with people.  I will often follow up a church foyer conversation with a text inviting 
that person to meet up to discuss further. I’m a big “Hey, let’s get together and talk more about 
this” kind of guy.  This includes (but is not limited to) conversations over coffee or a meal, 
fishing together, helping a family move in/out, helping with home projects, picnics, etc.  It can 
also be counseling, hospital visits, visiting shut-ins, praying together, weddings, funerals, etc.   
 
What relationships in your life currently provide accountability for responsible attitudes and 
behavior, both personally and as pastor? 
The most important person who has this role in my life is my wife, Marian.  Outside of that, I 
am blessed to have many close male friends with whom I speak frequently about faith and life.  
In these friendships, permission is given to speak into each other’s lives. These friends and I 
discuss manhood, our struggles, seek and offer counsel, encouragement, etc.  A few of these 
friends are pastors.  I speak regularly with them about matters of church and shepherding.  I 
place a high value on seeking counsel (Prov. 11:14).    
 
Can a person have Christ as his Savior without submitting to Him as Lord? Explain. 
I do not hold to a “lordship salvation” view.  The fruits of salvation (a changed life, obedience, 
holiness, etc.) should be evident in a saved person’s life. I am in full agreement with HBC’s 
statement on the Christian life.  The saved person has been sanctified positionally at the 
moment of conversion (justification), but the process of the believer working out his/her 
sanctification happens over the course of a lifetime.   
  



 
What is your position on the inerrancy of Scripture? 
I wholeheartedly agree with HBC’s statement on the Holy Scriptures.   
 
How do you articulate your present view of end-time or eschatological issues? Is there a 
complete distinction between Israel and the church? 
Just about every pastor I have known and discussed theology with has described his views on 
eschatology as “evolving.”  I am no different.  I will call myself a “moderate dispensationalist,” 
though I will freely admit that I don’t have it all figured out.  I have no problem whatsoever with 
HBC’s statement, including an imminent rapture of the church which will precede the 
tribulation and a distinction made between Israel and the church.   
 
What is your interpretation of the biblical teaching on Hell? 
Hell is a literal place where the unsaved will spend eternity.  I agree with HBC’s statement that 
Hell is not a place of annihilation, but a place of conscious suffering.   
 
Do you believe that the events described in Genesis 1-11 are factual or symbolic? 
I have always taught – and will continue to teach – that Genesis 1-11 is factual.   
 
What does the Bible teach concerning spiritual gifts? Please delineate your views about 
prophecy and speaking in tongues. 
I believe that the Holy Spirit distributes gifts to people as he wills (1 Corinthians 12:11).  I 
believe every believer has at least one spiritual gift.  The purpose of spiritual gifts is the 
edification of the body of Christ.  I believe churches function best when people are active and 
serving in the areas of their giftedness.  I believe that the so-called sign gifts (tongues, 
interpretation of tongues, healings, miracles) were used in the early church for the purpose of 
authenticating the message of the apostles.  While the spiritual gifts of healings and miracles 
may not be needed in the church today, I do believe that God still heals and works miracles as 
he wills. 
 
What is your view of the phrase, “The bishop [pastor] then must be…the husband of one 
wife.” (1 Tim. 3:2)? 
There are many views of what is meant by “the husband of one wife.”  In my view, what is 
being emphasized is that an elder (bishop, overseer) must be a one-woman man, faithful and 
committed to his one wife.  He must not be a “player” or an adulterer or a polygamist as such 
behaviors would disqualify him from eldership.   
 
What are your views on styles of church music? 
As far as styles go, I consider myself open.  That said, I think that a blended/contemporary style 
is more attractive to younger adults and families in our culture.  Personally, I grew up on the old 
hymns, and I love them!  In my view, the words are the most important aspect of corporate 
worship, and quality music supporting those words is the goal.     
  



 
What does the Bible teach is the purpose of the church’s weekly gathering? 
The weekly church gathering is for the purpose of proclaiming salvation by grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone, and to build up believers – or as the HBC Statement of Faith puts it 
more succinctly, “evangelization and edification.”  The church fulfills this purpose in a variety of 
ways, including community (fellowship), worship, giving, prayer, serving, teaching/preaching 
the Word, practicing the ordinances (however regularly) of communion and baptism, etc. 
 
What are the biblical responsibilities of elders? 
Elders, in a broad sense, provide spiritual oversight in the local church.  Their biblically stated 
duties include: praying for the sick (James 5:14); feeding and being a godly example to the flock 
(1 Pet. 5:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9); and watching out for spiritual lives (Heb. 13:17).  
Elders protect, preside, lead, teach, and love the body of believers the way shepherds care for 
sheep in a flock.   
 
What are the biblical responsibilities of deacons? 
Deacons are servant-leaders, helpers.  They assist with physical and administrative needs of the 
church.  Their qualifications are similar to those of elders.  The origin of the deacon is found in 
Acts 6, where trusted men were appointed to oversee the distribution of food so the apostles 
could be freed up to lead, evangelize, and equip. 
 
Do you agree with everything in this church’s statement of faith? Is there anything missing 
from this statement of faith that you would like changed or added?  
Overall, I am in agreement with HBC’s Statement of Faith.  
That said, I would like to humbly offer an observation.  I do not think it is necessary to have 
Section 11 (Dispensationalism) in the Statement of Faith.  While I don’t have a problem with 
dispensationalism as a hermeneutical framework, listing it right alongside the triunity of the 
Godhead, the deity of Christ, and the resurrection seems to me to be placing too high a 
priority/emphasis on it.  If the church is dispensational in its interpretation of scripture, then 
that will be evident in the teaching and preaching.   
 
What is your preferred translation of the Bible? What are your feelings about people using 
other translations?  
In my personal scripture reading, I frequently use the NLT.  I like the way it reads.  In my last 
church (FBC Gettysburg), I preached from NIV.  At Crosswinds Church, we preach from NLT.  I 
often consult multiple translations when studying and/or teaching.  While I do not have a 
strong preference for any of the translations, I try to stay away from paraphrases such as “The 
Message” when teaching.   
 
What style of preaching do you employ? 
Topical and expository.  Dr. Erwin Lutzer is an excellent example of a man who preaches 
topically without sacrificing biblical exposition.  When preaching, I try to be conversational in 
tone while placing high value on clarity.  This is why I preach from a manuscript – I can end up 
chasing rabbits without one!  My primary goal when preparing a message is life change in the 
listener.   
 
  



What are your views on pro-life/pro-choice issues?  
I believe life begins at conception, and I am staunchly pro-life.  
 
What is your interpretation of being filled with the Holy Spirit? 
I wholeheartedly agree with HBC’s statement on the Holy Spirit concerning filling.  While every 
believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit at all times, the filling of the Spirit is conditional.  The Holy 
Spirit indwells at the moment of conversion, but the filling of the Spirit is based on the 
believer’s yielding, surrendering, and submitting to his control.   
 


