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 Mercy (Romans 12:8) - The gift of mercy is having a spe-

cial compassion for and being a special help to people in need (II 

Timothy 1:16-18).   

 Faith (I Corinthians 12:9) - The gift of faith is a special 

ability to trust God's Word and to do what it says (Acts 6:8-

7:60).   

 Hospitality (I Peter 4:9, 10) - The gift of hospitality is the 

special ability to use one's home or possessions to minister to 

others (III John vv. 5-8). 

Substitutionary Atonement - Substitution means to take the place 

of another.  Atonement means to reconcile by setting right an offense 

or injury.  Substitutionary atonement describes what Jesus did when He 

suffered in our place, and paid for our sin.  Christ's substitutionary 

atonement enabled believing sinners to be forgiven and made right with 

God (I Peter 3:18).   

Will of God - The will of God is God's plan or what God would want 

(Matthew 6:10).  God's will is in three aspects.  God has a sovereign 

plan for the universe (Ephesians 1:9-11).  God has a moral will that He 

wants people to obey (Romans 13:9; Ephesians 5:17-6:6).  God also has 

a personal plan for individuals (Jeremiah 1:5: Acts 13:36; I Corinthians 

12:11-21, 27; II Timothy 4:6, 7).  God directs Christians into His person-

al plan for us when we are totally dedicated to do His will (James 1:5-

8), when we try to obey what the Bible says (Psalm 119:11, 105), and 

when we make wise decisions within what the Bible allows (Ephesians 

5:15-17).  

Yield - Yield means to surrender control.  God tells Christians to yield 

their lives to His control (Romans 6:13).  Unsaved people can only serve 

sin (Romans 6:17-19).  But, Christians have the happy option of yielding 

our lives to God and doing righteous things (Romans 6:16).   
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GOING FURTHER  

IN YOUR  RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

  How is your  relationship with God?  Are you doing the basics such 

as daily prayer and Bible Study, attending church regularly, serving the 

Lord and witnessing?  Have you been water baptized as a believer?  Are 

you taking communion?  God has a lot more for you.  But we must be 

doing the basics before we can grow deeper in our relationship with God.  

The lessons in this booklet are designed to help a Christian go further 

who is already doing the basics.  Going further in the Christian life is like 

a tree putting down deeper roots.  The deeper the roots the more it can 

get the water and food it needs to live, and be stronger to survive storms.  

Going further in the Christian life is like a child growing to maturity.  We 

all start as spiritual babies in our relationship with God.  But God wants 

us to grow into     spiritual maturity.  There is nothing wrong with a new 

born baby.  But there is something wrong if the baby never grows up.  

God wants us to mature or grow up in our relationship with Him.  Going 

further in the Christian life is like digging for buried treasure.  It takes ef-

fort, but the  reward is more than worth it.  So dig in!  Here we grow 

again.   

 How To Use This Booklet 

 These lessons are built upon the lessons in a previous booklet called 

Getting Started:  In Your Relationship with God.  These lessons can be 

studied without going through the first booklet.  But going through the 

first booklet will help you better understand these lessons.  You will need 

a Bible and something to write with.  Look up the references in the Bible 

and then answer the questions based upon that reference.  Ask God to 

help you understand what He says and to practice it in your life.  May 

God bless your study of His Word. 
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LESSON ONE 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SPIRITUAL?   

 The Christian life is a relationship with God.  Like all relationships 

there are times in which we are closer to each other than at other times.  

But God is perfect (Matthew 5:48).  He never changes (Hebrews 13:5b, 8).  

Therefore, if we are not close to God, it is because we have moved away 

from Him.  God wants us to be close to Him.   He has given us a new spir-

itual capacity and power to be in fellowship with Him.  A Christian who is 

using that new spiritual capacity and power to be in fellowship with God is a 

spiritual Christian.  A spiritual Christian regularly lives by the power or con-

trol of the Holy Spirit.  Living the Christian life without the power of the Ho-

ly Spirit is like trying to get light from a lamp that isn't plugged in.  It doesn't 

work.  Christians need to be plugged into God to have His power in their 

lives.   

 In this lesson, we will study what the Bible says about being a spiritu-

al Christian.   

1A.  Three types of people:  God classifies people into three groups.   

I Corinthians 2:14-3:3  

1B.   What are these three classifications of people called (vv. 14, 15, 3:1)?   

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

2B.  What does the natural, (or unsaved) person not understand (2:14)?  

("Natural" means of the senses or soul.  It describes a person who lives by natural 

senses not by the Holy Spirit.) _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

3B.  What does the natural (or unsaved) person think of the things of the 

Spirit of God? (2:14)? 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

4B.  Why can the natural (or unsaved) person not know the things of the 

Spirit of God (2:14)? _________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________  
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 Evangelist (Ephesians 4:11) - The gift of evange-

lism is a special ability to give out the gospel, and to 

lead people to Christ. Every believer is to tell people 

about Christ (Acts 1:8; II Timothy 4:5).  But some be-

lievers have a special ability to do this (Acts 8:5, 12; 

13:26-40; 21:8).   

 Pastor (Ephesians 4:11) - The gift of pastor is the 

special ability to feed, to lead, and to protect a body of 

believers (Acts 20:28-30).  

 Teacher (Ephesians 4:11; Romans 12:7) - The gift 

of teaching is a special ability to explain and to apply 

God's truth to people.   

 Ministry or Helps (Romans 12:7; I Corinthians 

12:28) - The gift of ministry or helps is a special ability 

to serve to meet the needs of others or of the church 

in general (Galatians 5:13; 6:10).  

 Exhortation (Romans 12:8) - The gift of exhor-

tation is the special ability to move people to action 

(Romans 12:1 "I beseech you").   

 Giving (Romans 12:8) - The gift of giving is a spe-

cial ability to give one's money or possessions to others 

for the cause of Christ (II Corinthians 8:1-5).   

 Ruling or Government (Romans 12:8; I Corin-

thians 12:28) - The gift of ruling or governing is a special 

ability to organize and to lead others to accomplish 

work (Titus 1:5).   
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 Tongues and the Interpretation of Tongues (I 

Corinthians 12:10, 28, 29) - The gift of tongues and the 

interpretation of tongues are considered together be-

cause they are dependent upon each other (I Corinthi-

ans 14:27, 28).  The gift of tongues is the ability to speak 

in an unlearned language for the purpose of presenting 

the gospel of Christ to unbelievers who spoke that lan-

guage.  The gift of interpreting tongues is the ability to 

translate this foreign language to others who are listen-

ing but who do not know the language.  Not all believ-

ers ever had the gift of tongues (I Corinthians 12:28-

30).  Tongues were real languages not ecstatic speech 

(Acts 2:1-11).  Tongues were a sign to authenticate the 

gospel to unbelievers (Mark 16:17-20; I Corinthians 

14:22). Tongues, as with other signs gifts, ended with the 

apostles (Hebrews 2:3, 4).   

 Discerning of spirits (I Corinthians 12:10) - This 

seems to be a special ability to distinguish between true 

and false prophecy.  This gift would end when the gift of 

prophecy ended (I Corinthians 13:8; Ephesians 2:20).  

The completed Bible is our judge today (II Timothy 3:16, 

17).   

 Wisdom and Knowledge (I Corinthians 12:8) - 

Wisdom is the ability to make good judgment based up-

on information.  Knowledge is the possession of infor-

mation.  These spiritual gifts, may have had something to 

do with prophecy for knowledge is listed with prophecy 

and tongues, and all three are said to end.  (I Corinthi-

ans 13:8).   
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("Discern" means to have insight and understanding into something.)  

 

5B.  What does the spiritual (or saved in fellowship with God) person un-

derstand (2:15)?____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________  

("Judgeth" is the same word discern, in v. 14 to have insight or understanding into 

something.) 

  

6B.  What does the Holy Spirit give to a spiritual Christian to help him un-

derstand the things of God (v. 16)? ______________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

("Mind" means the understanding, thought, or way of thinking).   

 

7B.  How is a carnal (or saved but out of fellowship with God) person de-

scribed (3:1)? ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________  

("Carnal" means fleshly or physical in contrast to spiritual.  A carnal Christian is 

living by his old sin nature as an unsaved person would and not by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.)   

 

8B.  What type of spiritual food can a carnal Christian receive (3:2)? ______ 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

9B.  What type of spiritual food can a spiritual Christian receive (3:2)?  

________________________________________________________  

 

10B.  What are some signs of being carnal or out of fellowship with God 

(3:3)? ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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2A.  The Spiritual Christian:  A spiritual Christian lives under the control 

of the Holy Spirit.  

Ephesians 5:18-21  

 1B.  Should a Christian be drunk? _______________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

2B.  In what ways is a person changed or controlled by being drunk (v. 18)?  

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

3B.  What is a Christian to be filled with (v. 18)?  ____________________ 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

4B.  What are at least three characteristics of a Spirit filled or controlled 

Christian (vv. 19, 20, 21)?  _____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

 

5B.  Can a person choose to be drunk (v. 18)?  _____________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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 Prophet (Ephesians 4:11) - The gift of prophecy is the 

ability to receive direct revelation from God and to deliver it 

without error (II Peter 1:21).  It included information for the 

present (Ephesians 3:1-5) and foretelling the future 

(Deuteronomy 18:20-22; Acts 11:27, 28).  The tests of a prophet 

were perfect accuracy in future prediction (Deuteronomy 18:20-

21), and agreement with previous Scripture (Romans 12:6 is lit-

erally "whether prophecy according to the agreement of the 

faith").  Since the Bible has been completely written (Jude v. 3; 

Revelation 22:18, 19), and the foundation completely laid for the 

Church (Ephesians 2:20) the gift of prophecy has ceased (I Co-

rinthians 13:8).  The completed Bible is our source of revelation 

and authority today (II Timothy 3:16-17).   

 Miracles and Healing (I Corinthians 12:9, 10, 28) - Mir-

acles and healing are listed together because of their similarity.  
All healings are miracles.  The gifts of miracles and healing was 

the ability to perform special signs to authenticate the gospel.  

These gifts were available on command to the person that pos-

sessed them.  Paul struck Elymas blind for opposing the gospel 

(Acts 13:6-12).  Paul sent handkerchiefs through the mail that 

healed sick people and cast out demons (Acts 19:11, 12).  Yet, 

later, near the end of Paul's life he repeatedly could not heal 

people (Philippians 2:25-30; I Timothy 5:23; II Timothy 4:20).  

Why?  Hebrews 2:3, 4 tells us that by the end of the time of the 

Apostles signs, and wonders, and miracles, and gifts of the Holy 

Spirit that confirmed the message of Christ had stopped.  The 

verb in verse 3 "was confirmed" is past tense not present or 

future.  The purpose of sign gifts was to authenticate the gospel 

(Mark 16:17-20).  Their time had passed.  God still does miracles 

and heals people.  But He does according to His will in response 

to prayer (James 5:13-15), not through Christians with the gift of 

miracles and healing.   
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Sanctification - Sanctification means to be pure from sin and set apart 

for God.  All Christians are given the position of being sanctified in 

God's sight the moment that they are saved (I Corinthians 6:9-11).  

However, a Christian's present experience is a matter of growing to be 

more holy and set apart unto God as we practice obeying God (I Thes-

salonians 4:3).   

Spiritual - A spiritual person is a Christian who is filled or controlled 

by the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 2:15, 16).  A Christian is spiritual when 

he confesses known sin (I John 1:9), yields his life to God's control 

(Romans 6:13), and obeys God's word (Galatians 5:16; Romans 6:16).  A 

spiritual Christian is in fellowship with God (I John 1:5-7).   

Spiritual Gifts - A spiritual gift is a special ability given by God to 

Christians for service to others (I Peter 4:10).  It may be developed but 

it is not the same as a natural talent or learned ability (I Corinthians 

12:1:11).  About 6 of the 16 spiritual gifts mentioned in the Bible were 
foundational or sign gifts to get the Church started.  These ended as the 

New Testament was completed and the Apostles passed away.   

  Apostle (Ephesians 4:11) - The word apostle, 

means sent one.  It is used in general (Philippians 2:25) and an 

official way (Romans 1:1) in the New Testament.  The official use 

applied to the spiritual gift of apostleship.  The gift of apostleship 

was given to at least twelve representatives who were sent by 

Christ (John 20:21; Galatians 1:11-20).  They were individually 

chosen by Christ (Luke 6:13-16; Galatians 1 11-20).  They had to 

have seen the resurrected Christ (Acts 1:22; I Corinthians 15:5-

9).  And, they had to have the ability to perform miracles (II Co-

rinthians 12:11, 12).  Apostles carried authority from Christ that 

others did not have (Acts 5:1-1; I Corinthians 4:18-21; 5:1-13).  

The purpose of the Apostles was to lay the foundation for the 

Church (Ephesians 2:19-22).  That foundation, the New Testa-

ment, is still the foundation of the Church today.  Since there is 

only one foundation (I Corinthians 3:11), and that foundation has 

been laid (Ephesians 2:20), the gift of apostleship has ended.   
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3A.  The Requirements of being a Spiritual Christian:  Christians can 

choose to live under the control of the Holy Spirit by confessing their sins, 

yielding their lives to God's control, and obeying God's Word.   

I John 1:5-9  Confess  

1B.  What is God like (v. 5)? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

("Light" is a symbol of purity or holiness.  "Darkness" is a symbol of evil or sin in 

the Apostle John's writings.)   

 

 2B.  What does a Christian need to do to be in fellowship with God (vv. 6, 

7)?______________________________________________________ 

 

3B.  How does a Christian become clean from his sin so that he can be in 

fellowship with God (v. 9)? ____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

4B.  The first step in being spiritual is to (v. 9). . .  ____________________ 

________________________________________________________  

 

Romans 6:13  Yield  

5B.  What are Christians told not to do? __________________________ 

________________________________________________________  

("Yield" means to surrender control.  "Members" mean the parts of a person's life 

and body such as mind, hands, speech, feet, etc.). 

 

6B.  What are Christians told to do? _____________________________ 

________________________________________________________  

 

Romans 6:19   

7B.  What does "yield" mean? __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________   
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8B.  Before we were saved we yielded our members (life and body) to do 

what? ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________  

 

9B.  Now that we are Christians we are to yield our members (life and 

body) to do what? __________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________  

 

10B.  The second step in being spiritual is to . . . ____________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Romans 6:16  Obey  

11B.  Yielding leads to what? ___________________________________  
 

12B.  What determines if we serve God or serve sin? _________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
 

13B.  What does "obey" mean? _________________________________ 

________________________________________________________  
 

14B.  The third step in being spiritual is to . . . ______________________ 

________________________________________________________ 
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Glory - Glory means brightness, splendor, or honor.  Christians are to 

glorify God in everything they do (I Corinthians 10:31).  Christians glori-

fy God when they reflect the characteristics of God such as love, holi-

ness, mercy, truth, righteousness, etc.   

Kingdom of God - The kingdom of God means Christ the King, and 

the things of Christ including His reign over and on the earth (Matthew 

6:33).   

Mind - The mind means our understanding, thoughts, or way of think-

ing.  Our minds or thoughts can direct our lives as a steering wheel di-

rects a car (Proverbs 3:7; Philippians 4:8).  Therefore, our thoughts are 

to be brought under the control of Christ (II Corinthians 10:5).   

Natural - Natural means of the senses or soul.  The Bible uses natural 

to describe a person who lives by natural senses not by the Holy Spirit 

(I Corinthians 2:14; James 3:14, 15).   

New Nature - The new nature is a new inner desire to obey God 
which is activated by the Holy Spirit at the moment a person trusts in 

Christ as his Savior (II Corinthians 5:17).  

Old Sin Nature - The old sin nature is a natural desire to rebel against 

God and to follow after the Satanic world system (Ephesians 2:1-3).  

Reconcile - Reconciliation means to change a relationship from fighting 

to peace.  People and God are enemies because of man's sin and rebel-

lion against God (Romans 3:9-18).  The death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ enabled sinful man to be reconciled to God (Romans 5:8-11).  

Christians have the ministry of helping people to be reconciled to God 

(II Corinthians 5:17-21).  

Reward - A reward is a special honor that God will give to Christians 

who serve Him on earth (I Corinthians 3:11-15).  People are not saved 

because they serve God (Ephesians 2:8, 9).  But people who are saved 

will receive a special honor in heaven because they did serve God on 

earth (II John v.8; Revelation 22:12).   
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Cross - The word cross is used in two different ways in the Bible.  The 

physical cross was made of two large heavy pieces of wood in the shape 

of a "T".  Jesus was hung upon a cross to die for our sins.  The second 

type of cross is something that we do.  It is not something that is forced 

upon us against our will such as illness or hardships.  Rather it is some-

thing that Christians are to take up daily as they follow Christ (Luke 

9:23).  The Christian's cross is personal identification with Jesus Christ.   

Dedication - Dedication is a voluntary act of giving God control of all 

that we are, all that we possess, and all that we will ever be.  It is a 

commitment that Christians make to live in obedience to Christ 

(Romans 12:1, 2).   

Discern - Discern means to have insight and understanding into some-

thing.  The Holy Spirit gives a Christian special ability to understand the 

things of God that unsaved people do not have (I Corinthians 2:14, 15.  

The word "judgeth" in verse 15 is discern).   

Filled with the Spirit - Being filled with the Spirit means to be con-

trolled by the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:31; 6:3).  Just as drunkenness controls 

a person's thoughts, words, and actions so Christians are to allow the 

Holy Spirit to control our lives (Ephesians 5:18).  A Spirit filled or con-

trolled Christian is in fellowship with God (I John 1:5-7).  

Fruit of the Spirit - The fruit of the Spirit is what is produced in the 

life of a Christian who is controlled by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 

23).  The Bible lists 9 characteristics as fruit of the Holy Spirit.   

  Love is unselfish giving of myself or of what I have to 

meet another's need. Joy is a supernatural delight in God and in what 

He has done.  Peace is being at rest with the circumstances and people 

around us. Long-suffering is patiently enduring undeserved hardships.  

Gentleness is showing kindness in the way that we treat others.   

Goodness is an inner desire to be right and the outward practice of do-

ing right.  Faith is a personal trust in God and in His Word that causes 

us to do what He says.  Meekness is using power and authority for the 

benefit of others.  Self-control is voluntarily restraining what I do, say, 

and think so that God is glorified in spite of my circumstances or feel-

ings.   
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4A.  The Results of being a Spiritual Christian:  Christians who live un-

der the control of the Holy Spirit have a new spiritual power in their lives.   

Galatians 5:16  

1B.  Walking in the Spirit (or living under the Spirit's control) will keep us 

from? _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

("Walk" means our walk of life or how we live.)  
 

Galatians 5:19-21  

2B.  Name some of the works (or expressions) of the flesh (or old sin nature).   

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

Galatians 5:22, 23  

3B.  Name the fruit of the Spirit. _________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________   

("Fruit" describes what the Spirit produces in a Christian's life when the Holy Spirit is 

in control). 
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4B.  Match the fruit with its definition.  The order has been scrambled.  (*The 

answers are at the end of this lesson). 

1C.  _______________  is personal trust in God and in His Word that caus-

es us to do what He says.   

2C.  _______________  is voluntarily restraining what I do, say, and think so 

that God is glorified in spite of my circumstances or feelings.  

3C.  _______________  is unselfish giving of myself or of what I have to 

meet another's need.  

4C.  _______________  is a supernatural delight in God and in what He has 

done.   

5C.  _______________  is the inner desire to be right and the outward 

practice of doing right.   

6C.  _______________  is patiently enduring undeserved hardship.  

7C.  _______________  is being at rest with the circumstances and people 

around you.  

8C.  _______________  is showing kindness in the way we treat others.  

9C.  _______________  is using power and authority for the benefit of oth-

ers.   

 Would God classify you as natural, spiritual, or carnal?  The spiritual 

Christian lives under the control of the Holy Spirit.  We become a spiritual 

Christian when we confess our sin, yield our life to God's control, and seek to 

obey God's Word daily.  Living under the Holy Spirit's control allows the Spirit 

to produce a new spiritual power in our lives to turn away from evil and to do 

good.  Sin breaks the Holy Spirit's control in our lives.  But confession, yielding 

and obedience restores it.  God has provided a way for us to be in fellowship 

with Him.  Spiritual Christians are in that blessed relationship.  They are 

plugged in and turned on to God, and His light shines through them.   

 Here is a verse that you can memorize that tells us to be Spirit filled 

or controlled.      

"And be not drunk with wine in which is excess, but 

   be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18)." 
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WHAT DO THESE WORDS MEAN? 

 Here are some words which are used in the Bible or in this Bible 

study that you should know.  There is a definition of what the words 

mean and a reference in the Bible where the word is used or described.  

Many other important words have been defined in Book I "Getting 

Started in Your Relationship with God" and are not repeated here.   

 

 

Adoption - The Bible's word for adoption means to be given the place 

of a son in the family.   God gives every Christian man and woman, adult 

and child the position of an adult son in the family of God (Galatians 

3:26-4:7).  God becomes our heavenly Father (Romans 8:15).  Being 

born-again explains our entrance into the family of God.  Adoption ex-

plains our full privileges and inheritance within God's family (the indwell-

ing Holy Spirit, Galatians 4:5; direct access to God, Ephesians 1:5, 2:18; a 
new physical body, Romans 8:23; becoming like Jesus, Romans 8:29, a 

home in heaven, John 14:1-3, etc.).   

Angels - Angels are a special order of spirit beings who were created 

by God (Colossians 1:16), to minister for God (Hebrews 1:6-8).  There 

are two categories of angels, good, who serve God, and evil, who have 

rebelled against God (Revelation 12:3, 4, 7-9).  Evil angels are also called 

demons (Luke 4:31-36), or unclean spirits (Mark 5:8).   

Brethren - The word brethren is an old English plural for brothers.  

True Christians are members of the family of God (Galatians 3:26).  Be-

coming a Christian brings us into a family relationship with other Chris-

tians (I Timothy 5:1, 2).  Sometimes the word brethren is used to de-

scribed both Christian men and women (Colossians 1:2; I John 3:14).   

Carnal - Carnal means fleshly or physical in contrast to spiritual.  It is 

used in the Bible to describe a person who lives by his old sin nature 

rather than by the power of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 3:1-3).  New 

Christians are sometimes carnal because they have not yet learned how 

to live in fellowship with Christ.  Older Christians are sometimes carnal 

because they have allowed sin to break their fellowship with Christ 

(Galatians 5:16).  
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CONCLUSION   

 

 The Christian life is not meant to be something that we 

can take lightly, or emphasize on Sunday and then forget about 

for the rest of the week.  Our relationship with God is to be 

the central controlling factor  of our lives.  It is to extend to 

everything that we do, say, or think (Deuteronomy 10:12, 13; 

Matthew 22:37, 38).  Living under the control of the Holy Spir-

it allows the power of God to work in our lives.  Part of being 

spiritual is dedication, which is giving God the control of our 

lives in a definite act of commitment.  Following the moral will 

of God revealed in the Bible will allow God to direct us into 

His personal plan for us.  Being active in serving God where 

we can will bring out our spiritual gift.  And, following God's 

plan for our lives will enable us to reach God's ultimate goal 

for us - that of being like Jesus.   

 These five lessons cover a lot of ground.  In fact, it will 

take the rest of our lifetime on earth to reach God's goal of 

being completely like Jesus.  But the results of spiritual growth 

are worth the effort.  It strengthens us to weather storms or 

hard times in life.  It gives us wisdom to make wise decisions 

and to have a fulfilling life.  And it brings a great reward both 

here and in eternity.  It is good to know all of these things.  

But we must actually put them in practice in our life before 

we will receive their blessing and benefit.   

 You are on the right road.  Keep going!  God has better 

things ahead.  
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LESSON TWO 

IS DEDICATION NECESSARY? 

 One of the steps of being a spiritual Christian is to be yielded or dedi-

cated to God.  Our salvation depends upon trusting in Jesus Christ alone to 

have paid for our sins and to take us to heaven.  But our spiritual growth and 

usefulness to God depends upon being dedicated to God.  

 A Christian who is not dedicated to God is like bone out of joint in 

the body.  The bone is still part of the body but its usefulness is very limited, 

because it is not where it should be.  A nondedicated Christian is still saved, 

but he is not where he should be with God and other believers.  Dedication of 

our life to God is a necessary step of spiritual growth.   

 In this lesson, we will study some of what the Bible says about dedica-

tion to God.   

1A.  What is Dedication?  Dedication is a voluntary act of giving God con-

trol of all that we are, all that we possess, and all that we will ever be.  It is a 

commitment to live in obedience to Christ.   

Romans 12:1, 2     

1B.  What are Christians (brethren) asked to do? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

("Present" means to place beside for someone's use.  The word described placing an 

offering for sacrifice to God beside the altar at the temple.) 

  

2B.  What does it mean to be a living  sacrifice for God (v. 1) ? ___________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

(A "sacrifice" was an animal offered as a gift to God.)  

 

3B.  How much of a Christian should be dedicated to God (v. 1)? _________  

4B.   What are dedicated Christians not to be (v. 2)? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

("Conformed" means to be pressed into a mold or pattern.)  

 

5B.  What are dedicated Christians to do (v. 2)? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
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6B.  How is the will of God described (v. 2)? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

 

James 4:7  

7B.  What must a Christian do to resist the devil? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

 

8B.  What does submit yourself to God mean? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

 

Luke 9:23  (Jesus is the speaker in this verse.)  

9B.  What should a dedicated Christian (or follower of Christ) do?_________ 

__________________________________________________________  

 

10B.  What does it mean to "deny himself"? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

11B.  Is the cross forced upon us or is it voluntarily chosen? _____________ 

__________________________________________________________  

(The "cross" is not something which comes upon us against our will such as illness or 

hardship.  Rather it is something that we take up voluntarily.  The cross is personal 

identification with Jesus Christ.)   

 

12B.  How often should a Christian take up the cross and follow Jesus? _____ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
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 God's goal for Christians is to be like Jesus.  Following God's personal 

plan for our lives will lead us to that goal.  While none of us will be perfect 

before we reach heaven (I John 1:8), we can improve and become more like 

Jesus by following God's plan for our lives.   

 Our job is to cooperate with God, and to follow His plan, and to keep 

trying to be like Jesus.  Christians are designed to serve God (Ephesians 2:8-

10), and to inherit His kingdom (Romans 8:16, 17; James 2:5).  God is prepar-

ing us for that blessing and responsibility.   

 Our course is not over and the goal is not reached until we finish this 

life.  If we sin and get off the course, we need to confess it, and do all that we 

can to set it right, and get back on the course by trying to obey and serve God 

again.  The Christian life is not a short race that we run quickly with a burst of 

speed and then neglect.  Rather, it is like a marathon that takes patient, long-

term effort to complete.  Some Christians start fast and then quit early be-

cause of sin or bitterness.  Victorious Christians get up when they fall and 

keep running until they finish the course.  God's Word promises that the re-

ward will be worth our effort (Romans 8:18).   

 Are you following God's plan for your life?  Are you trying to be like 

Jesus?  Here are some verses to memorize that tell us about God's goal for 

Christians.   

"And we know that all things work together for good  

to them that love God, to them who are the called  

according to His purpose.  For whom he did foreknow,  

he also did predestinate to be conformed to the  

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn    

among many brethren  (Romans 8:28, 29)."   
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7B.  "Who" is the goal that we are to keep our eyes upon (v. 2a)? _________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

8B.  What did Jesus go through to finish the course that God had laid out for 

his life (v. 2)? ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

9B.  What do you think is meant by the phrase "for the joy that was set before 

him" (v. 2)?_________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

10B.  How did Jesus respond when the course became difficult (v. 2)? ______ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

11B.  Do you think that Jesus is glad that He kept going and finished God's 

course for His life, even though he encountered suffering as part of it? ______ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

II Timothy 4:6-8 (This was probably the last letter written by the apostle 

Paul before his death.)   

12B.  What do you think was the "departure" that Paul was ready for (v. 6)? 

__________________________________________________________  
 

13B.  What did Paul say about the course that God had for his life (v. 7)? ____ 

__________________________________________________________ 

14B.  What was Paul expecting to receive when he met the Lord (v. 8)?_____ 

__________________________________________________________   

(Salvation is a free gift that we receive by trusting in Jesus Christ as our Savior, see 

Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8, 9.  Christians who serve God will receive a reward in 

heaven that is in addition to being saved, see I Corinthians 3:11-15.)  
  

15B.  What will other Christians receive who finish God's course or plan for 

their lives (v. 8)?   
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2A.  Why Should I be Dedicated to God?  Christians should dedicate 
themselves to God because Jesus is Lord of the universe, Jesus loved 
us and died to save us, and our purpose in life is to glorify Him.   

Colossians 1:15-19    Jesus is Lord.  (This is a description of the su-
premacy of Jesus Christ, see vv. 13, 14.)   

1B.  How much did Jesus create (v. 16)? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

(The "first born of all creation" in v. 15 is an expression, meaning that 
Jesus existed before anything was created.  Jesus was not the first crea-
tion; for  then He could not have created all things, see John 1:1-3.)  

2B.  What did Jesus exist before (v. 17)? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

3B.  How much is held together by Jesus (v. 17)?  _________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

4B.  Who is the head of the church (v. 18)?  ______________________ 
 

5B.  What dwells in Jesus (v. 19, see 2:9)? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

(This means that Jesus is part of the trinity of God. See Matthew 28:19.)  
 

6B.  Should the Master of the universe be the Master of our lives?_____ 

__________________________________________________________  

Romans 5:6-8  Jesus deserves to be our Lord.   
  

7B.   What was unusual about Jesus dying to save ungodly sinners like 
us (v. 7)? __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

8B.  Did Jesus die to save us because we loved Him (v. 8)? __________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

9B.  Does the One who loved us and died to save us deserve our loving 
obedience?  _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Ephesians 1:11, 12  Our purpose is to glorify God with our lives.   

10B.  What is the believer's purpose in life? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

("Glory" means brightness, splendor, or honor.  Christians glorify God when they re-

flect the characteristics of God such as love, holiness, mercy, truth, righteousness, 

etc.).  
 

11B.  Can a Christian who is not dedicated to God glorify God in every area of 

his life?  _______   Explain. _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
 

12B.  Should we be dedicated to the God whom we are to live to glorify? ___ 

__________________________________________________________ 

3A.  How is Dedication Carried Out in My Life?   Dedication begins as a 

decision in our mind to obey God and then is carried out by daily using our 

body, possessions, and time to glorify God.  Dedication is lived out by small 

daily decisions.   

Romans 12:1, 2  

1B.  Where does the transformation to doing the will of God begin (v. 2)?___ 

__________________________________________________________ 

(Our minds or thoughts will direct our lives as a steering wheel directs a car, see Prov-

erbs 23:7, Philippians 4:8.  Our thoughts are to be brought under the control of 

Christ, see II Corinthians 10:5.)  
 

I Corinthians 6:19, 20  

2B.  In what "temple" does the Holy Spirit live on earth (v. 19)? ___________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

3B.  Who owns a Christian (vv. 19, 20)? ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

4B.  What should a Christian do with his body (v. 20)? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Philippians 4:19   

7B.  What confidence did Paul have in the provision of God? _____________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

4A.  We are to keep going toward the goal.  Our responsibility is to 

complete  God's plan for our lives and try to be like Jesus.   

Philippians 3:10-14 

1B.  Did Paul think that he was all that God wanted him to be (v. 12)? ______ 

__________________________________________________________  

(Paul was not trying to earn a place in the resurrection.  For he had said that all true 

Christians were already going to be in the resurrection, see I Corinthians 15:51-57.  

He was trying to live in the present in the same perfect condition that he will have 

when he is resurrected.)  

 2B.  How did Paul think about is past accomplishments for Christ (v. 13)? ___ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

3B.  What did Paul press towards (v. 14)? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

(The "mark" means the goal as a finish line in a foot race.  Paul is like a runner who 

has rounded the final turn, sees the goal ahead and is concentrating all of his effort 

to reach the goal.)    

Hebrews 12:1, 2  

4B.  What should we lay aside to reach God's goal for our lives (v. 1)? ______ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

5B.  What is this verse telling us to do if we have sinned and gotten off of 

God's course and away from God's goal (v.1)?  _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

6B.  What does "run" imply about our intensity of pursuing God's goal (v. 1)?

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________   
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7B.  What good result does correction produce in our lives (v. 11)? _______ 

_________________________________________________________  

(We should not be discouraged or give up when life seems hard.  For the greatest 

result requires the greatest training.)  

3A.  God gives us grace to reach the goal.  God gives us supernatural 

power even through our weaknesses to live like Jesus and to serve God.   

II Corinthians 12:7-10  

1B.  What did Paul have that bothered him (v. 7)?_____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

2B.  Did this "thorn in the flesh" come from God or Satan (v. 7)? __________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

3B.  What did God do for Paul to help him to overcome his suffering (vv. 8, 

9a)?  ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

("Grace" means unearned favor.  In this case, it was supernatural power from God 

that enabled Paul to live like Jesus and to minister to others in spite of his weakness-

es.)  
  

4B.  What increased whenever Paul's infirmities (weaknesses) or other difficul-

ties increased (vv. 9b, 10)?______________________________________   

("Infirmities" means weaknesses.  "Reproaches" means insults.  "Necessities" means 

to lack and have needs.  "Persecutions" means suffering intentionally inflicted by oth-

ers.  "Distresses" means great strain or difficulties.) 
  

Philippians 4:12, 13  

5B.  What are the two extremes that Paul faced (v. 12)? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

6B.  What confidence did Paul have in the grace of God?  (v. 13)? __________ 

__________________________________________________________  
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Matthew 6:24  

5B.  What two masters are stated in this verse? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

("Mammon" means wealth or possessions.)  
  

6B.  Can a person's possessions control him? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

7B.  Who or what will control a Christian if he is not dedicated to or con-

trolled by God? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

Matthew 6:33 

8B.  What does Jesus tell us to seek first in life? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

(The "kingdom of God" means Christ the King, and the things of Christ including His 

reign over and on the earth.)  
 

9B.  Can Christ be first in a Christian's life without that Christian using time to 

worship and obey Him? ________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
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 Dedication is giving God control of our lives.  It is a definite spiritual 

decision, which Christians are called upon to make.  It begins as a mental deci-

sion to obey God and is carried out daily by using our body, possessions, and 

time to glorify God.  Dedication opens the door to the will of God for us.  

When you think about who Jesus is, and what He has done for us, being dedi-

cated to Him is the most reasonable thing that we can do.   

 Well, how about it?  Have you dedicated your life to God?  If not, why 

don't you do it now?  If we have allowed sin to break our dedication, we need 

to confess that sin, and be restored to our commitment.  Dedication is a nec-

essary step of spiritual growth.   

 Here are some verses that you can memorize that tell us to be dedi-

cated to God.   

  "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  

  God, that ye present your bodies in a living sacrifice,  

  holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable  

  service.  And be not conformed to this world, but be  

  ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that   

  ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and  

  perfect will of God (Romans 12:1, 2)."   
 

 

NOTES: 
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2A.  God is changing us to be like Jesus.  God is training Christians to 
be like Jesus so that we can serve in God's kingdom.  

Philippians 1:6   

1B.  Who is doing a good work in the lives of Christians?____________ 

_________________________________________________________  

2B.  How long will God keep working in a Christian's life? ___________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

("The day of Christ" is the day that we meet the Lord and receive a re-
ward for our service for Him on earth, see Philippians 1:10; 2:16: I Corin-
thians 1:8; II Timothy 4:8.)  
 

3B.  What is he good work that God will perform (or literally "will com-
plete" or "will bring to the goal" in a Christian's life? ________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

Hebrews 12: 5-11   

4B.  What does God do to those whom He loves (v. 6)?_____________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

5B.  What does God's correction show about our relationship to Him (vv. 7, 

8)? _______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________  

("Bastard" means illegitimate.  It referred to children who were not properly born into 

a family and were not heirs as were legal sons.  Illegitimate children did not receive 

strenuous training for they were not going to inherit anything.  In the same way, God 

does not discipline unsaved people.  For, unsaved people are not part of God's family, 

see John 3:3; 8:44; and they are not going to inherit God's kingdom, see Matthew 

5:34, 41.  Since all Christians both men and women, children and adults have the 

position of an inheriting son, see Galatians 3:26-29, God trains them all alike.)   

 6B.  Why does God correct Christians (vv. 9, 10)? ___________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
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LESSON FIVE 

WHAT IS THE GOAL?  

 The study of the will of God and spiritual gifts teaches us that God has 

a plan for our lives.  He not only has something that He wants us to do, He 

also, and most importantly, has something that He wants us to be.  God is like 

a potter who takes a worthless lump of clay and forms it into something beau-

tiful and useful.  God is a heavenly Father who is training His children to be 

heirs of His kingdom.  God has a goal for Christians.  It is to be like Jesus.  Eve-

rything that comes into our lives both good and bad, pleasure and pain is de-

signed to bring us to that goal.  Our job is to cooperate and to keep going in 

God's plan for our lives to reach God's goal of being like Jesus.   

 In this lesson, we will study God's goal for Christians.   

1A.  God has a goal for our lives.  God's goal for Christians is to be like 

Jesus.   

Romans 8:28, 29  

1B.  Who are the ones who truly love God and have been called unto God 

from the world (v. 28)? ________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

2B.  How many things is God working together for good in the lives of Chris-

tians (v. 28)? ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

(God stirs the sweet and the bitter together in our lives, like  master chef, to produce 

a good result.)   
 

3B.  What is God conforming Christians to (v. 29)? ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

4B.  What is God's goal for Christians (v. 29)? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
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LESSON THREE 

HOW CAN I KNOW THE WILL OF GOD?  

 Have you ever wondered about what God would want you to do?  
Have you ever had a difficult time making a decision?  Some decisions 
are not between right and wrong but between two good choices.  Why 
doesn't God just write out what He wants us to do so that it wouldn't be 
so hard for us to find His will?   

 God has given us a written account of His will for our lives.  It is 
the Bible!  God has given us specific statements and general principles, 
which we can apply to any situation.  God directs us into His personal 
will for us when we are dedicated to Him, obey His moral will revealed in 
the Bible, and make wise decisions.   

 We will study how to know the will of God in this lesson.   

1A.  What is the will of God?  The will of God is God's plan or what God 
would want.  God has a sovereign plan for the universe, a moral plan for 
mankind, and a personal plan for individuals.   

Ephesians 1:9-11  

1B.  What has God made known to us (v. 9)? _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________  

("Mystery" in the Bible means something which has not been previously 
known, not something which cannot be known. See Ephesians 3: 3-6.)  
  

2B.  How much does God's will or plan include (v. 10b)? ____________ 

_________________________________________________________  
 

3B.  What is God working together to accomplish (v. 11b)?___________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

4B.  If God's will includes all things in heaven and earth, would that imply 
that God has a plan for my life?________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________   
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I Thessalonians 4:2, 3   

5B.  What is stated to be the will of God here (v. 3)? __________________ 

__________________________________________________________  

("Sanctification" means to be pure from sin and set apart for God.   

"Fornication" means sexual sin.) 
 

6B.  Who originally gave this command to Paul to give to Christians (v. 2)? ___ 

__________________________________________________________    
 

7B.  Are the commands of Jesus the will of God? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

8B.  Where should we look to find other aspects of the moral will of God that 

Jesus gave through the apostles and prophets? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
 

9B.  If I obey the commands of the New Testament, would I be doing the will 

of God?____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________   
 

10B.  Is God's moral will the same for everyone?  ________  Explain. ______ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________    
 

Romans 1:10  

11B.  Was it sinful or morally wrong for Paul to visit the Christians at Rome? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
 

12B.  However, was there a possibility that God's personal plan for Paul's life 

was that he not go to Rome at that time? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  

13B.  Is God's personal will the same for everyone?  _______  Explain. 

_________________________________________________________   
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 Every Christian has been given a spiritual gift by God for service to 

others.  Since no Christian has all the gifts, every Christian is important to eve-

ry other Christian and to the life and ministry of the local church.  Our spiritu-

al gift or gifts will arise as we willingly serve where we can.  Some spiritual gifts 

were signs to authenticate the message of the early apostles and disciples.  

Other gifts were to form the foundation of the church.  Like a rocket booster 

on a spaceship, these gifts ended after the church as launched and the New 

Testament completed.  But the majority of spiritual gifts are still in operation 

today.   

 The New Testament doesn't emphasize that we know our gift.  But it 

does emphasize that we serve, and allow God to direct us into areas where 

our gift can be used.   

 Do you know your gift?  Are you using what you have to serve others?   

 Here is a verse to memorize that tells us the proper use of spiritual 

 gifts.   

   "As every man hath received a gift, even so minister 

   the same one to another, as good stewards of the 

   manifold grace of God (1 Peter 4:10)." 

 

NOTES:  
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8B.  If the sign gifts of miracles and healing ended with the apostles, is it  

possible that other sign gifts also ended? ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________  
 

I Corinthians 13:8  

9B.  What other spiritual gifts are stated to fail, cease, and vanish away? _____ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

Ephesians 2:19-22  (Paul uses a building as an illustration of the church.  Just 

as a building is based upon a foundation, so the church is also based upon a 

foundation).  

10B.   What is the foundation of the church (v. 20)? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

(That foundation is given to the church in the New Testament.  The New Testament 

is the written revelation of Christ through the apostles and prophets, see Luke 1:3; 

John 16: 12-15; Ephesians 3:5; Revelation 1: 1, 9-11, 19.) 
  

11B.  When is the foundation of a building laid? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

(A "foundation" of a building is what is put in the ground upon which the building, 

even the basement, stands.  The foundation of the church, the New Testament, is 

complete, see Jude v. 3: Revelation 22:18, 19.) 
   

12B.  Do the facts that God is no longer laying the foundation of the church 

but building upon it, and that the spiritual gifts of apostle and prophet were for 

the foundation or beginning of the church, indicate that these spiritual gifts 

have ended?_________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________   
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2A.  Am I responsible to do God's will?  Yes!  God has allowed areas of 

moral and personal choice within His sovereign plan for the universe in which 

we are responsible to obey Him.   

Job 1:8-12 (The story of Job is the outworking of a contest between God and 

Satan).   

1B.  What did Satan say that God had done for Job (v. 10)?______________ 

__________________________________________________________   

(Satan is a fallen angel who is in active rebellion to God, who tries to ruin people and 

keep them from being saved and obeying God.)  
 

2B.  Is Satan trying to obey God or challenge God (v. 11)? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

3B.  Could Satan do anything that he wanted to do to Job (v. 12)?__________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

I Timothy 2:3-6   

4B.  Does God want everyone to be saved (v. 4)? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

5B.  What did Jesus do so that everyone could be saved (v. 6a)? __________ 

__________________________________________________________    
 

6B.  Why isn't everyone saved? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

Romans 12:1, 2  

7B.  What does God want Christians (brethren) to do (v. 1)? ____________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

8B.  What does dedication to God direct a Christian into (v. 2b)? _________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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3A.  How do I find God's personal will for my life?  God directs us into 

His personal will for our lives when we are totally dedicated to Him, obey His 

moral will revealed in the Bible, and try to make wise decisions.   
 

Proverbs 3:5, 6   

1B.  What are we told to do (v. 5)? _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

2B.  What does "acknowledging God in all of our ways" mean (v. 6)? _______ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

3B.  What does God do for us when we are totally dedicated to Him (v. 6b)? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
 

James 1:5-8  

4B.  What should Christians do if they need help to find God's will (v. 5)? ____ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

5B.  What does God do for us when we pray (v. 5)? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

6B.  Does God show us His will if we do not ask in faith, or have a commit-

ment to do His will (vv. 6-8)? ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
 

Psalm 119:130  

7B.  What helps us to understand God's will? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

8B.  Would God's will ever be against what He has told us to do in the Bible? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  
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II Timothy 4:20  (This is near the end of Paul's life).   

3B.  Why was Trophimus, Paul's friend and companion in the ministry, left at 

Miletus?____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________   
 

4B.  If Paul still had the gift of miracles and healing, why didn't he heal  

Trophimus?_________________________________________________   

(Paul earlier had healed his Christian friend Eutychus, see Acts 20: 9-12.  Yet, later, 

near the end of Paul's life, he repeatedly could not heal Christian friends, Epaphrodi-

tus, see Philippians 2: 25-30; and Timothy, see I Timothy 5:23.) 
   

Hebrews 2:3, 4 (The book of Hebrews was probably written near the end of 

the time the apostles and possibly by Paul in prison, see 10:34; 13:23.)  
  

5B.  What did God use to confirm the message of Jesus and of the apostles 

and other disciples who head Him (v. 4)? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

6B.  When does this passage say that God confirmed their message by mira-

cles and sign gifts of the Holy Spirit?  Is it in the past "was," in the present "is," 

or in the future "shall" (v. 3b)? ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

7B.  Do the facts that Paul no longer had the gift of miracles and healing near 

the end of his life, and that Hebrews 2:3, 4  speak of God's use of miraculous 

sign gifts in the past (was), not present, indicate that the spiritual gift of mira-

cles and healing had ended? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________  

(God still heals people and performs miracles through prayer, see James 5: 13-16, 

but not through people with the spiritual gift of miracles and healing.)   
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Acts 21:8   

5B.  What did other Christians later call Philip?____________________ 

_________________________________________________________  
 

6B.  Did Philip seem to have the spiritual gift of evangelism?_________ 

_________________________________________________________   
 

7B.  Did Philip start out as an evangelist?________________________ 

_________________________________________________________   
 

8B.  Will God direct us into our specific area of gifted service if we serve 
where we can? _____________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________  

 

 

3A.  Have some spiritual gifts ended?  Yes!  About 6 of the 16 spiritu-
al gifts mentioned in the Bible ended as the New Testament was com-
pleted and the apostles passed away.  Spiritual gifts mentioned in the 
New Testament include apostle, prophets, miracles - healing, tongues - 
interpretation of tongues, discerning of spirits, wisdom - knowledge, 
faith, ministry or helps, teaching, exhortation, giving, government or rul-
ing, mercy, evangelism, pastor, and hospitality.  A definition and brief 
description of these gifts is given at the end of this booklet in "What Do 
Those Words Mean."    
 

Acts 19:11, 12  

1B.  What spiritual gifts did Paul use?___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________   
 

2B.  Did Paul seem to have any difficulty performing miracles of heal-
ing?______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________   
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Ephesians 5:15-17   

9B.  How are Christians to live (v. 15b)? ___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________  

("Walk" means our manner of life or how we live.  "Circumspectly" means carefully).  
  

10B.  What are we called if we do not understand the will of God (v. 17)? ___ 

_________________________________________________________  
 

11B.  Would God direct a committed Christian into His will, if after sincere 

prayer, that Christian makes the wisest decision he can that is in agreement 

with the Bible? ______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 

  

 The Bible mentions three aspects of the will of God.  There is His 

sovereign plan for the universe, and within that is His moral plan or mankind, 

and within that is His personal plan for each of us.   God has allowed areas of 

moral and personal choice within His sovereign plan in which we are responsi-

ble to obey Him.  God directs us into His personal will for our lives when we 

are dedicated to Him, obey His moral will revealed in the Bible, and try to 

make wise decisions.  

 Knowing the will of God isn't so mysterious.  Make wise decisions 

within the boundaries of the Word of God, trusting God to guide you.  The 

will of God is "good, acceptable, and perfect" (Romans 12:2).  We should not 

be afraid of it.  But seek after it as God's appointed plan of blessing and useful-

ness for our lives.   

 Here are some verses that you can memorize that talk about finding 

the will of God.   

   "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not  

   unto thine own understanding.  In all the ways  

   acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy path  

   (Proverbs 3:5, 6)."  
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LESSON FOUR 

DO I HAVE A SPIRITUAL GIFT?  

 The human body is a marvel of design.  It has arms and legs, eyes and 

ears, fingers and toes.  Each part is important and necessary to enable he body 

to complete and function properly.  Some parts, such as the face, receive 

more attention.  But even the lowly feet and toes are important.  For the feet 

support the entire body, and the toes give balance and stability.  

 The Bible says that the church is like a human body.  Believers are like 

the individual parts.  The ministry of each believer is important to make the 

body of Christ complete and functioning properly.  God has given every be-

liever at least one spiritual gift to be used in a ministry to and through the lo-

cal church.  Christians are gifted for service just like the parts of the human 

body.  

 We will study spiritual gifts in this lesson.   

1A.  What is a spiritual gift?  A spiritual gift is a special ability given by God 

to Christians for service to others.  A spiritual gift may be developed through 

use, but it is not the same as a natural talent or a learned ability.  

I Corinthians 12:1-11  

1B.   Are the people to whom Paul is writing Christians or non-Christians (v. 

1)? _______________________________________________________ 

("Brethren" see I Timothy 5:1, 2) 
 

2B.  What is Paul writing about (vv. 1, 4)? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

3B.  Where do Christians get spiritual gifts (v. 7)? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

4B.  How many Christians receive a spiritual gift (v. 7)? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
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5B.  Who decides what gift or gifts a Christian will have (v. 11)? ___________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

I Corinthians 2:28-30  

6B.  Does any one Christian have all of the spiritual gifts? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

7B.  Does every Christian have the same gift? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

I Peter 4:10 and I Corinthians 12:7  

8B.  Is a Christian to use his gift for himself or for others? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

2A.  How do I find my spiritual gift? Our spiritual gifts will become obvi-

ous as we willingly serve God.   

Acts 6: 1-6 (The early church gave money or food to destitute widows for 

their daily needs.  But some Greek widows were accidently being missed).  

1B.  Who originally served the widows (v. 2)? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

(The "twelve" is a term referring to the original apostles, see John 6: 66-71.)   
 

2B.  What was Philip's first official job in the church (vv. 2, 3, 5)? __________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

Acts 8:5, 12, 35-40  

3B.  What is Philip doing in these passages? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  
 

4B.  Who led Philip into the opportunities to tell people about Jesus (vv. 29, 

39, 40)?____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________   
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