October ...

He goes before you

The conversation was one | had rehearsed in my mind re,oeo’reolly. | had difficult things to say, a
terrible thing to confess. While my heart wanted reconciliation, it wasn't guaranteed; and even if it
happened, what would it require of us?

Wishing | could go back to a time before | had hurt anyone wasn't going to help, but if | thought it
was possible | would have paid whatever it cost. There were months of hurt that an apology
couldnt possibly undo, but the invitation to talk was offered and accepted.

We sat at an outdoor table at Max & Erma'’s - shortly after ordering a bowl of tortilla soup that |
couldn’t imagine being able to eat - and | opened up, unsure of how it would go.

The response was more than | could have imagined. Instead of shame, grace was offered. Instead
of contemplating what it would cost, forgiveness was gifted. It was a beautiful extension of the
love of Christ that | will never forget.

Scripture tells the story of Jacob and Esau and their moment. After the trickery in Genesis 25-27,
where Jacob stole Esau’s birthright and blessing, Jacob skipped town and went to his uncle Laban's
house to escape Esau’s wrath. He met his future wife there, along with the other three future wives,
and had 11 chir;lren by the time we make it to Genesis 33. In this chapter, Jacob has organized a
parade of his people with himself skipping to the front to face Esau.

Likely in an expression of humility to Esau, Jacob bowed before him seven times, putting all the eggs
in this basket.

Before Jacob left home, decades earlier, Esau was making plans to kill him. The odds weren't
exactly in his favor.

But what happened next, he couldnt have possibly predicted.

Genesis 33:4 says, “But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around
his neck and kissed him. And they wept.”

God was working, long before that moment.

When we know there is something difficult we need to do or say, it feels like the easiest, or at least
the most enticing, option is to put it off as long as we can. Nothing good can come from that
though.

When we choose to talk to God about it first, we can move forward with confidence. In
Deuteronomy 31:8, Moses is talking to a nervous Joshua and saying the words we have all needed to
hear: “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

Do you have a confession that you have been avoiding? A question you have been afraid o voice?
A decision you are afraid to move forward with?

Whatever the situation, if the Lord is leading you, don’t be afraid. Even if the worst happens,
knowing you are walking in obedience will make it worth it.

-Jennifer Chapman
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Connect. Thrive. Serve.

“Our vision at HF is to be a church that is CONNECTING with Christ and people,
THRIVING in Christ and God's Word and SERVING Christ and others."

CONNECTING:

Ministry Center: We're finally there! Still Waters Coffee
Co. took-up mobile residence in our Ministry Center
with a few “soft openings” and they went well.
Thursday the 10" they opened from 5-9 PM and had
about 40 people come in. Also, a few early morning
Thursdays from 6-9 went well. Some sat and chatted,
some pulled-open their laptops and did some work, and
lots of connections were made between staff and
some old friends as well as some new ones. We are so
excited to finally be able to have an opportunity to
welcome in our Highlawn and Huntington neighbors and
we need your prayers as “we” (as a church) are
intentional about making connections.

For those who want to stay in-the-know as to where
they will be around the city and in the Ministry Center
you can ask to subscribe to texts that will send-out
notifications to see where their next “Park the Carts”
will be. Or you can do that now by texting “JOIN" to
833-383-7691. For October they already plan to be in
the Ministry Center on Thursdays (1,8,16,22,29) and on
Saturdays (3 and 9) If's an exciting time to be
connected at Huntington First!

Highlawn Ministries: On the 3 Friday of each month
our Student Ministries has been hosting an Open Gym
Night that's open to our entire Highlawn Community
(and beyond). (Basketball, volleyball, cornhole, 9-
Square and board games) It's been a great success in
that there have been upwards of 25 in attendance
each time since it started in July. Just one more great
way to get connected with people who need people
and especially Jesus!

THRIVING:

Thrive Groups:Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “** Let us think
of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and
good works. * And let us not neglect our meeting
together, as some people do, but encourage one
another, especially now that the day of his return
is drawing near.” (NLT) Taking that Scripture to heart,
we have started two brand new Thrive Groups. One is
a Young Adult G group led by Pastor Sawyer and they
meet every other Thursday evening in the Room 106
(Prayer/Sensory Room). They have met once with 10

people in attendance and have met for dinner as well.
The other one is a “Book Club” Thrive Group led by
Hannah Miller that begins Monday October 5™ at 6:30

and meets in the Ministry Center every other Monday.
The ¥ book study is the book “Blessed Are the
Spiraling”. Contact either of these leaders to get
plugged-in!

Newcomers Lunch: On October 25 we will begin a new
reoccurring event intended to make deeper
connections with people who are new to our church.
This will be an opportunity for people who are new but
have regularly attended to meet the Pastors and the
Leadership Team. Please keep this in your prayers as we
connect, and in your mind, as you share with your
unchurched family and friends about our church. This
will be a great way for HF to thrive as we grow and
give newcomers the opportunity to find out more about
us and get further connected with our Discipleship
Ministries.

SERVING:

Trustees Projects: The garage will be getting a new
roof, the parsonage will have a bedroom ceiling
repaired from water damage, the stairwell will get a
new coat of paint (as will the courtyard doors), and the
Kitchenette in the Children’s Ministry area will begin
construction in the next few weeks. These are ongoing
needs for our facilities to stay structurally sound and to
be good stewards of the blessings we've been given, as
well as projects that will help us minister as we are
growing. Thank you for your continual tithes and gifts
that keep us going!

Pastor's Note: There has been some significant growth
in the past several months and we are so grateful. First,
for the Lord’s hand and secondly, for your faithfulness to
give and serve. We have had 42 people go from “visitor”
to “regular attender” status in the last church calendar
year! God is truly faithfull Look for all of the new ways
that you can personally be a part of the future here by
serving.

I'm also grateful to be your Pastor and it's been my
hope and purpose to be able to keep our church body
informed about the exciting things happening here at
Huntington First. If you ever find yourself in need, or just
have a question, please don't hesitate to reach out to
myself, a Staff Pastor or a Leadership Team member.
Let's all go and be light in a dark world!

In Jesus,
Pastor Marc
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