
 1 

Celebrating Advent 2020 
at Barnesville First United Methodist Church 
375 Thomaston Street, Barnesville, GA 30204 

770-358-1494 
www.barnesvillefumc.org 

 
Welcome to Barnesville First United Methodist Church. We’re glad you’re here. 
 
Please enjoy the Sanctuary decorations as you pray and rest. Take your time.  
 
Please wear a mask and maintain social distance from others. Make yourself 
comfortable; feel free to sit in any open pew. You are also welcome to kneel at 
the altar rail.  
 
This collection of prayers, poems, and scripture readings is yours to keep, as a 
resource while you are in the Sanctuary and after you return home.  
 
Your greeter will provide a Bible and hymnal that has not been used recently. 
Please return these to the greeter as you leave so that they can be cleaned and 
set aside for later use. 
 
We ask that you refrain from singing while in the church building. Please take the 
time, though, to pray the words of some of your favorite hymns.  
 

Hymns 
 
The Advent and Christmas hymns are found on pages 195-255 of the United 
Methodist Hymnal. 
 
Here are a few favorites: 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – page 211 
Away in a Manger – page 217 
What Child is This – page 219 
O Little Town of Bethlehem – page 230 
O Come, All Ye Faithful – page 234 
Angels We Have Heard on High – page 238 

Silent Night, Holy Night – page 239 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – page 240 
The First Noel – page 245 
Joy to the World – page 246 
Go Tell it on the Mountain – page 251 
We Three Kings – page 254

http://www.barnesvillefumc.org/
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Scripture Readings 
 
New Testament Readings: 
 
Matthew 1:18-2:23 (ESV)  The Birth of Jesus Christ 
 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ[a] took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been betrothed[b] to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
 
23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us).  
 
24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 
he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 
called his name Jesus. 
 
Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found 
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 
will give him the throne of his father David,33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201%3A18-2%3A23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23163a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201%3A18-2%3A23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23163b
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34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the 
Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no 
word from God will ever fail.” 
 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her. 
 

Luke 2:1-20 (NIV)  The Birth of Jesus 

 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 
while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town 
to register. 
 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them. 
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24976a
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14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 
 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 
 
John 1:1-14 (NIV) The Word Became Flesh 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 
was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome[a] it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 
to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself 
was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 
 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.10 He was in 
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive 
him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God—13 children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
 
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26050a
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Old Testament Readings: 

"The Lord says, 'The time is coming when I will choose as king a righteous 
descendant of David. That king will rule wisely and do what is right and just 
throughout the land.'" – Jeremiah 23:5 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” – Isaiah 7:14 

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” – Isaiah 9:6 

Prayers & Poems 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
By Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, 
that we may share in the song of the angels, 

the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 
 

Close the door of hate 
and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing 
which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning 
make us happy to be thy children, 

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 
with grateful thoughts, 
forgiving and forgiven, 

for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
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Love Came Down at Christmas 
Christina Georgina Rossetti 

 
Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, 

Star and angels gave the sign. 
 

Worship we the Godhead, 
Love incarnate, love divine; 

Worship we our Jesus: 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 

 
Love shall be our token, 

Love shall be yours and love be mine, 
Love to God and to all men, 

Love for plea and gift and sign. 
 
 

The Meaning of Christmas 
Author Unknown 

 
Far away in Bethlehem, a baby boy was born, 

Born with neither riches, nor with fame, 
Yet wise men came from all around to bring Him their gifts, 

And peace was felt by all who heard His name. 
 

Angels watched him as he slept, and gently rocked His bed, 
Their voices singing softly in His ear; 

His mother and his father both gave thanks to God above 
For the greatest gift of all, their Son, so dear. 

 
They knew His life upon this earth would not be filled with wealth, 

They also knew He would encounter strife; 
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But most of all, they knew that He would be a loving Child, 
And teach the love of God throughout His life. 

 
At Christmas we celebrate this birth of Jesus Christ, 

Let’s keep in mind the truth of Christmas Day; 
For it’s not the Christmas wrappings, nor not the gifts that lie within, 

But our gift of love to others in every way… 

 

The Desire Of All Nations Came 
By Margaret Cagle 

 
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 

The Desire of all nations came! 
He came to save us from our sin. 

Jesus Christ is His holy name! 
 

All nations desire a leader 
Who will bring peace to the earth. 

The Desire of all nations came 
At the advent of Jesus’ birth. 

 
“Glory to God in the highest!” 

Sang the angels, a glorious sight! 
“Peace on earth, good will to men.” 

The Savior was born that night! 
 

God sent His only begotten Son 
From His home in Heaven above. 

God sent His only Son to die 
Out of His great, tremendous love! 

 
Jesus came to this earth below. 

He came to die for the sins of all. 
He arose, and He lives forever. 

Upon the Savior, let us call! 
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Christmas Prayer 
Amy Carroll 

 
Lord, I set my heart on You. You are trustworthy, faithful and the Giver of the gift 
of peace. Please fill me this Christmas season. As others see Your peace in me, let 
them recognize You as Savior. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   

 
Christmas’ True Meaning 

By Deborah Ann Belka 
 

Let Christmas’ true meaning, 
rise up in you today… 

may you see the real splendor 
of Jesus’ birth on this day. 

May His beauty and grandeur, 
cause your heart to sing 

may the gift of His excellence 
become your eternal spring. 

 
May His majesty you behold, 

with all dignity and honor 
may the fullness of His truth 
glorify His heavenly Father. 

 
May the wonder of His grace, 
reveal its magnificence in you 
may the gratefulness you feel 

be in all you say and do. 
 

Let Christmas’ true meaning, 
bring your Savior near today 

may you see the need for Him 
today, and every day. 
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Christmas Prayer 

Leah Dipascal 
 

Father, help me not just to look for blessings during the Christmas season, but to 
go out of my way to bless others. Remind me to pray for friends and loved ones 
every time I pray for myself. Teach me to invest in my relationships by sharing 
Your love and grace with others. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   

 

Christmas Giving 
By Iris W. Bray 

 
Christmas is for giving 

And for showing that we care, 
For honoring the Christ Child 

With the loving gifts we share. 
 

The wise men gave of riches; 
The shepherds, faith and love. 
Each gift, in its own measure, 
Was smiled on from above. 

 
Let every gift be treasured; 

Not always size or price 
Determines the extent of love 

And willing sacrifice. 
 

Handsome gifts with festive trim 
Brings smiles of sweet content, 

But modest gifts of humble means 
Are ofttimes heaven sent. 

 
Whether it be large or small 
Each gift will share in part 

The message of true Christmas joy 
If given from the heart! 
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Christmas Prayer 
Jill Beran 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, though Christmas is sometimes hard because we miss the 
ones we love, help me remember the gift You gave - Your Son, Jesus, a baby born 
to die.  Thank You for this gift of love, help me receive it.  In times of grief and 
sadness, remind me of the reason and fill me with Your Peace.   
 
Mighty God, I ask You for the power to press on and Everlasting Father, I thank 
You for carrying me when it’s hard to walk.   
 
Wonderful Counselor, I pray You’ll fill my mind with wisdom and may the Prince 
of Peace rule my heart.  This Christmas help me remember it’s not about the 
people I celebrate with, but the One we celebrate!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   

 
Sweet Symbol 

Author Unknown 
 

A significant symbol of Christmas 
Is the simple candy cane. 

It’s shape is the crook of the shepherd 
One of the first who came. 

 
The lively peppermint flavor is 

The regal gift of spice. 
The white is Jesus’ purity. 

The red is sacrifice. 
 

The narrow stripes are friendship. 
And the nearness of his love. 
Eternal, sweet compassion 

A gift from God above. 
 

The candy cane reminds us all 
of how much God cared. 

And like His Christmas gift to use 
It’s meant to be broken and shared. 
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Christmas Bells 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play,  

And wild and sweet  

The words repeat  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!  

 

And thought how, as the day had come,  

The belfries of all Christendom  

Had rolled along  

The unbroken song  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!  

 

Till ringing, singing on its way,  

The world revolved from night to day,  

A voice, a chime,  

A chant sublime  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!  

 

Then from each black, accursed mouth  

The cannon thundered in the South,  

And with the sound  

The carols drowned  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!  

 

It was as if an earthquake rent  

The hearth-stones of a continent,  

And made forlorn  

The households born  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!  

 

And in despair I bowed my head;  

"There is no peace on earth," I said;  

For hate is strong,  
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And mocks the song  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"  

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:  

"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

The Wrong shall fail,  

The Right prevail,  

With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

 

What Can I Give? 
Fran Peck 

I went to church on Christmas morn to hear the angels sing. 

My heart was lifted with every chorus; the rafters, they did ring. 

I sang along with joy in my heart, the greatest sound I've ever heard. 

From "O Holy Night" to "What Child is This?" I cherished every word. 

 

I celebrated the King's lowly birth; I shouted and danced about. 

Then came along a "Little Drummer Boy," and I knew I was without. 

What had I given the babe this year? A panic crossed my mind. 

I tried to think of what I had given, but there was none to find. 

 

Did I find a child and clothe him well? Did I seek a widow to bless? 

Did I go to someone sick in their bed and try to ease their death? 

Did I ask a sinner to say a prayer or tell him the Good News? 

Did I give a beggar something to eat or at least buy him some shoes? 

 

I bowed my head as the drummer boy played; my tears started to fall. 

I didn't even give Him my best, let alone give Him my all. 

So this Christmas, Jesus, I bring you my drum, the very beat of my heart. 

I ask Your forgiveness, for things undone; it's the only place I can start. 

Merry Christmas 

 


