
October 5, 2020 

Dear friend, 

During this time of confusion and uncertainty, it 
can feel like there is little left to count on. Until I 
think about YOU. I am encouraged, inspired and 
humbled by your outpouring of generosity and 
support. 

Every week seems to change as to whether we can 
gather inside or outside. And yet, whether we 
gather in the building or participate online, God is 
still working in our community and through our 
church.   

Because of you and your financial generosity, we 
continue to shine God’s light of love in our 
community: 

 Children gather outside for Messy Church or 
Sunday worship. They may tell the story of 
Jesus walking on water by trying to make 
potatoes float. Or write thank you cards. Or 
add a ribbon for each prayer they share. Or 
share in a picnic on the playground. Through it 
all they continue to experience God’s love. 

 We don’t want to leave anyone out. So Sunday 
School classes offer Zoom telephone and video 
options. It’s complicated and we’re still 
figuring out the technology, but we’re doing it 
together! 

 The Ramps of Love team continues to offer 
temporary ramps to the community.  Almost 
every time someone returns a ramp, another 
request comes in! 

 Weekly treats for “friends at home” are more 
important than ever for reaching out to those 
with less access to others.  This quarter they 
have delivered cards, cookies, flowers, and 
other treats every week. 

Community, Compassion, and Hope 



 Jan—Sep  

2019 

Jan—Sep  

2020 

Gifts $241,904 $236,651 

Expenses $243,458 $229,788 

Difference ($1,554) $6,862 

Above, Wayne Cook provides a 
“mini concert” before worship. 
Below, preparing for “Friends at 
Home”, a “Chill at Home” 
gathering, Blessing of the 
Backpacks, and outdoor worship. 

The chart above compares our giving so far this 
year with the same period for last year. Despite 
increases in technology costs, our overall  
expenses have been lower. This is in part due to 
lower facility costs (thank you trustees for 
resetting temperatures for the thermostats and hot 
water!) and lower ministry costs. Also, the 
conference helped churches by paying three 
months of the church’s clergy insurance 
premiums. 

Even more impressive is your faithful giving 
during this time of uncertainty. Because we have 
not been “passing the plate,” each gift reflects 
someone who went out of their way to give.  

Thank you for your faithfulness in showing 
God’s love through the ministries of this church. 
You make a difference to our church and 
community. 

I wish that everyone could be part of a loving 
church like ours! 

First United Methodist Church of Barnesville 
375 Thomaston Street | Barnesville GA 30204  

770-358-1494 | BarnesvilleFUMC.org 


