
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Thursday, December 24, 2020 | Christmas Eve      
Online ~ Christmas Eve At 2:00 pm   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                            “O Come, All Ye Faithful” [LSB 379], vs. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

  

Invocation | Call To Worship   

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  

 

Pastor: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
People: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
  

Pastor: For the grace of God that brings salvation 
People: Has appeared to all people. 
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is born! 
People: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

 

 



 

 

Pastor: On this holy night, we come to adore You, O Christ. 
People: With devotion in our hearts, with praise on our lips, with joy in our souls, we worship You, 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Pastor: Praise be to You, Father, for sending Your Son. 
People:  Praise be to You, Jesus, for becoming one of us.  
 

Pastor: Praise be to You, Holy Spirit, for creating faith in us. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                    Isaiah 7:10–14    
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the 
highest heights.”  But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.”  Then Isaiah said, “Hear 
now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God 
also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will 
call him Immanuel.”    
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                               1 John 4:7–16 
 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 
and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed 
his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, 
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one  
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  This is how we know that we live in him and he 
in us: He has given us of his Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Savior of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 
in them. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music                           “O Holy Night” [Sue Cederstrom, soloist] 
 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 1:18–25   
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to  

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  Because  

Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 

mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is  

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through 

the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”).  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave 

him the name Jesus. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 



 

 

Sermon                                 “This Isn’t What I Wanted”   
Matthew 1:18–25   

 

The Christmas Creed             

 

Pastor: As the shepherds told everyone what had happened in Bethlehem on that first Christmas,  
we declare what we know and believe about God’s Son. 

People: I believe in Jesus the Christ — child prophesied by Isaiah, conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, named by Joseph, announced by the angels, worshiped by the 
shepherds, adored by the Wise Men and celebrated by Simeon and Anna.  He grew in  
wisdom and stature and in favor with God and people.  He fulfilled God’s law on our  
behalf.  Though He never sinned, He took on our sin.  He suffered, died on a cross, and  
was laid in a tomb.  On the third He conquered death and the grave and now reigns at His 
Father’s right hand.  He will return to receive all who cradle Him in the manger of their 
hearts.  Thanks be to God for His gift too wonderful for words!   

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 

Lighting Of Candles | Sharing The Light Of Christ  

 

+  During the singing of the hymn, individual candles are lit  +   
+   Small children may share a candle with an adult  +  

   

Hymn                               “Silent Night, Holy Night” [LSB 363] 
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Blessing  
 

Pastor: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the light of the world!  Alleluia! 
People: The light no darkness can overcome!  Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: Amen! Glory to God in the Highest!  
People: And peace to His people on earth!  
 

Recessional Hymn                      “Joy to the World” [LSB 387], vs. 1, 2 & 4 
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