
 

 

Today we celebrate the 4th Sunday in Lent. We are also  
continuing our sermon series on the book of Joel called “Rend 

Your Hearts” by looking at Joel 2:18-27. These verses come  
on the heels of God calling upon His people to rend their hearts 

- that is, to experience deep anguish over their sins - and to 
return to Him through repentance. After this call from God,  
we are told that He would show divine mercy on His people.  
Joel 2:18 says, “Then the Lord became jealous for his land,  

and had pity on his people.”  Naturally, the people’s response 
to this incredible news would be to rejoice and praise the Lord! 

As we reflect on these words for God's people in Judah, 
we realize that these words are for us as well. We too are 

called to rend our hearts and return to the Lord our God. And 
we too receive divine mercy and respond with joy and worship. 

Throughout worship today, you are encouraged to thank and 
praise God for all that He's done for you in Jesus Christ.  

 

Sermon Notes ~ “Renewal”    

 What hope was given to the people of Judah in  
Joel 2:12-17? 

 

 

 In what way does Joel 2:18-20 reveal God’s divine  
mercy? 

 

 

 How would the people respond to God’s grace and  
mercy? 

 

 

 What would be the result for the people of Judah  
because of what God would do? 

 

 

 How do we experience this renewal in Jesus Christ? 

 

 
Weekly Social Media Post …  

Although we are all sinful, in Jesus Christ, we are renewed 
and restored. Because of this incredible news, we are free 
to live lives of joy and gladness as we know who our God is 

and as we worship Him with every part of our being.  
#stjohnwoodbury #Joel #Renewal 

In Our Prayers … Judy Davidson, Ben Anschutz,   
Gene Borscheid, Eric Eisenlohr, Aaron Koelman, Ralph Awe, 

Vicky Urtel, Sam McGrath, Dorothy Barkley, Clara Krejci, 
Bartley Kohel, Renee Holz, Jon Friel, Joanne Dahlin,   

Lisa Larsen, Laura DePetro, Kevin Portugue,  Mary Schultz, 
Peter Nyout, Oline Tolbert, Doug Lasker, Dolores Weir, 

Betsy Dehler, Marion Hastings, Gene Pommerening 

 

 

 

 
 

The  week  of  March  14  at  St. John!  

 Sunday, March 14 …  
High School Senior Ben Anschutz, son of Doug &  
Tanya Anschutz, will be recognized at the 8:00 am 
service, with refreshments after the service. Ben 
graduated from Woodbury High School on March 5 
and is going to Marine Corp bootcamp on April 5, 
having a job in combat engineering.   

 Baptism of Breanna Lynn Melzer, infant daughter of 
Eric & Kelsey Melzer, will be baptized at the 10:30 am 
service.  Breanna was born on October 7, 2020; her 
baptism sponsors are Paul & Shannon Melzer.  We 
welcome Breanna into our fellowship and wish her 
God’s blessings! 

 Lent Midweek Programming … On Wednesdays 
during Lent (February 17 thru March 24), we are   
having special programming from 6:00 to 7:00 pm 
before the mid-week services. For the first 3  
Wednesdays, we examined the Church's relationship 
with the government … all of those studies can be 
found on the website. For the final 3 Wednesdays, we 
will examine the Church's relationship with science 
as we examine the topic of bioethics. You can either 
attend in-person in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom 
with this link:  http://bit.ly/LentMidweek. The topic 
for March 10 is “An Introduction to Bioethics” and 
the topic for March 17 will be “Applying a Christian 
Understanding of Bioethics—Part 1.”   

 Lenten Guided Outreach … 

Throughout Lent, we are doing a guided outreach 
plan at St. John. There will be a different step each 
Sunday that will culminate in inviting people to  
worship (whether in-person or online) on Easter  
Sunday. This week is Step #4 ~ LOVE.  Build the  
relationship(s) by providing an act of kindness.  
Send a card, encourage them, give them a call, invite 
them to take a socially-distant walk . . . be creative. 

 Hiking with Jesus Through Holy Week … Pastor 
Stadler is presenting a one hour class to see how  
Jesus hiked from one place to another during Holy 
Week (including pictures) … the class is via ZOOM  
on Thursday, March 25 at 7:00 pm … the link to  
access the study is  http://bit.ly/HikingWithJesus  
(this study will also be recorded and made available 
on our website).  

 Youth Group Gertens Spring Fundraiser … visit  
http://www.gertensfundraising.com/ (enter STORE 
NO. 99).  Order by April 18 … pick up on April 28.   

http://www.gertensfundraising.com/

