
 

 

Today we are taking a break from our summer sermon 

series and are focusing instead on our Gospel reading 

from Mark 4. Throughout Mark 4, Jesus teaches the 

crowds and his disciples through parables. He concludes 

this section with the Parable of the Mustard Seed. 

In this teaching, He compares the Kingdom of God to the 

mustard plant. Verses 31-32 tell us, “It is like a mustard 

seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet when 

planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 

plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch  

in its shade.”  The mustard seed was the smallest of the 

agricultural seeds used during Jesus’ time (about 1-2  

millimeters big) but produced a plant several feet tall 

with a spread many feet wide. Throughout worship,  

you are encouraged to contemplate what Jesus is 

teaching you through this parable and why it's  

so important for your life. 

 

Kids’ Summer Music Camp (August 2–5) …  

visit the website to register … https://stjohnwoodbury.org/

grow/summer-music-camp.   
 

In Our Prayers this week …  
Marty Hanson, Carlos Meza, Patricia Franciskovic,   

Nancy Pederson, Breck Dorsher, Wilmer Schmidt,  

Ben Anschutz, Aaron Koelman, Sam McGrath,  

Dorothy Barkley, Clara Krejci, Bartley Kohel,  

Renee Holz, Joanne Dahlin, Kevin Portugue,   

Mary Schultz, Peter Nyout, Oline Tolbert,  

Dolores Weir, Doug Lasker, Betsy Dehler,  

Marion Hastings, Gene Pommerening 
 

Weekly Social Media Post …  

You have likely heard the phrase ~  

“The best things come in small packages.”   

This is true of our faith and life in the Kingdom of God. 

It starts in seemingly insignificant ways, but over time 

God grows us in ways we could never imagine.  

#stjohnwoodbury #Mark4 #MustardSeed   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The  week  of  June 13  at  St. John!  
 

Sermon Notes ~ The Mustard Seed Miracle”    

Today we look closely at a short parable of Jesus 
about the growth of a mustard seed. Dr. Kenneth  

Bailey taught in Palestine for 40 years. He was fluent 
in Arabic and Hebrew and became intimately aware 

of the peasant culture that exists there today, which 
resembles elements that existed in Jesus’ day.   

He explains that a parable is “an extended metaphor 
that is like a house in which the reader/listener is  
invited to take up residence. The person is then  

urged by the parable to look on the world through 
the windows of that residence.”  Today, we are  

going to explore together what we can learn about 
the kingdom of God and how it operates as we  

“take up residence” in the mustard seed parable. 
 

 What is a “parable?”  

 

 

 

 What is the “Kingdom of God?”  

 

 

 

 What miracle is the mustard seed parable  
revealing? 

 

 

 

 How did the mustard seed miracle occur in the  
early church? 

 

 

 

 How does the mustard seed miracle occur among 
us, 21st century Christians? 

 

 

 

 


