
 

 

We now find ourselves several weeks into our new  
normal of worship at St. John. We also find ourselves 

close to the halfway point of our summer sermon  
series on Matthew 5–7  “The Sermon on the Mount.”   

Likewise, we find ourselves in the final week of our 4-part 
mini-series within a series on Jesus’ teachings concerning 

the Law. Thus far, we have looked at the topics of murder, 
adultery, and oaths. Today, we look at the topic of  

enemies and address some of Jesus’ most challenging 
teachings. Our natural inclinations tend to want revenge 

against those who hurt us and to hold hatred in our 
hearts against them. But Jesus calls us to take a different 
path – one of not seeking vengeance and, instead, loving 

those who have done us wrong. Throughout worship, 
you will are invited to think about those who have 

wronged you and to ask Jesus to replace your anger,  
hatred, and bitterness with love and forgiveness. 

 

Sermon Notes 

Matthew 5:17-20, 38-48 ~ “Enemies” 

 How did Jesus fulfill the Law? 
 

 

 

 What is “Lex Talionis” and what did Jesus say about it?  
 

 

 

 What 4 illustrations does Jesus use to highlight His 
teaching on retribution? 

 

 

 

 Why are we to love both our neighbors and our  
enemies? 

 

 

 

 How will you live out Jesus' teachings in a divided and 
contentious world? 

Mission Statement  
“At St. John Lutheran Church,  
      our purpose is to make   
and equip disciples everywhere  
            by proclaiming  
     Jesus Christ as Savior.”  

 

 

 

 
 

The  week  of  July  12  at  St. John!  

 Summer Mid–Week Bible Study … 
Our next mid–week Bible study will be Thursday, 
July 16 at 6:30 pm and will continue to take place 
via Zoom. You can access the meeting at https://
bit.ly/GoodNewsBibleStudy4.  We are spending the 
summer looking at the topic of the Good News and 
the study is based on a book called “Simply Good 
News” by N.T. Wright (please note that you do NOT 
need the book to participate in the study). If you 
missed the first three studies, recordings are  
available on our website. Contact Pastor Dave if  
you have any questions.    

 Adult Book Club … Our next Adult Book Club will 
meet at the end of July/beginning of August (exact 
date TBD) and we’ll discuss the book “Wittenberg 
Meets the World” by Alberto Garcia and John 
Nunes. This book focuses on race and the church. 
Contact Pastor Dave if you have any questions. 

 Thank You … to everyone that helped the LWML  
with the (in–home) fleece and knitting projects  
which will be given to Trinity First Lutheran School 
in Minneapolis for the community.  

 Offerings … 
Thanks so much to all of you who have continued 
your financial support to St. John. For those who 
continue to worship online, you can either give 
online on our website (stjohnwoodbury.org/give) 
… or by mailing your offerings to St. John (1975  
St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129).   

 In Our Prayers …  
Family and friends of Sue & Tillie, Joanne, Lisa, Ed, 
Alex, Ruth, Laura, Lorraine, Don, Ron & Joan, Kevin, 
Mary, Peter, Dolores, Oline, Orville, Leon, Doug,  
Carol, Betsy, Gene   

Weekly Social Media Post . . .  

Who are the people in your life who have hurt you  
or wronged you in some way? If you could, what would 

you want to say or do to them? Our natural desire is  
to respond to evil with evil and hate with hate.  

But King Jesus calls us to respond to evil with kindness. 
He tells us to shower our enemies with love. 

#stjohnwoodbury #BestOfTheBest #Enemies 

http://stjohnwoodbury.org/give

