
 

 

Mission Statement  
“At St. John Lutheran Church,  
      our purpose is to make   
and equip disciples everywhere  
            by proclaiming  
     Jesus Christ as Savior.”  

Today is the first Sunday in Lent. Author Michael Ford  
describes Lent this way, “Lent, which means springtime, is 
traditionally a six-week period of abstinence and repent-
ance in preparation for Easter. This is a spiritual season 

which calls for greater openness to the word of God and a 
conversion in every area of our lives. It is a time to face  

the darkness within and expose it to the light. Lent is the 
season to confront our demons and expel them.”   

On Sundays during Lent, we are going through a sermon 
series called “Rend Your Hearts” that will take us through 
the Old Testament book of Joel. Joel is one of the minor 
prophets and while there is little known about him and 

questions about when he prophesied, his message is quite 
clear - repent, return to a covenant relationship with God, 
and be saved. Throughout worship today, as we examine 
the locust plague that Joel describes, you are encouraged 
to take to heart Joel's call to lamentation and repentance. 

 
Sermon Notes ~ “Bugs and Lamenting”    

 Who was Joel and what do we know about his book? 

 

 

 

 What significant event is introduced in chapter 1? 

 

 

 

 How is this event connected to sin? 

 

 

 

 How is the event connected to the Day of the Lord? 

 

 

 

 What is the expected response to sin and judgment? 

 

 

 

 
 

The  week  of  February  21  at  St. John!  

  Resources Available in Narthex …  

Lent devotional booklets, LHM newspaper, Camp 
Omega summer info, Portals of Prayer (April—June),  
Brochures, Magazines and other info for you to take!   

 Lent Midweek Programming … On Wednesdays 

during Lent (February 17 thru March 24), we will  
have special programming from 6:00 to 7:00 pm  
before the mid-week services. For the first three   

Wednesdays, we will examine the Church’s relation-
ship with the government, and for the final three 
Wednesdays, we will examine the Church’s  
relationship with science. You will be able to attend 

in-person in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom with  
this link: http://bit.ly/LentMidweek.  The first topic 
for February 17 will be “The Birth of a Nation” and 

the topic for February 24 will be “A Christian  
Nation—Really?”  

 Lenten Guided Outreach … 

Throughout Lent, we are doing a guided outreach 

plan at St. John. There will be a different step each 
Sunday that will culminate in inviting people to  
worship (whether in-person or online) on Easter  
Sunday. This week is Step #1 ~ Identify.  Who in your 
life doesn't know Jesus or has wandered from Him? 
By the end of the week think of one to three people. 

 National LWML Reaches its Mission Goal Early! … 

By God's grace, they have reached their mission goal 
of $2.1 million set for the 2019—2021 biennium.     

 Online Giving …go to: stjohnwoodbury.org/give  

 In Our Prayers … Eric Eisenlohr, Aaron Koelman, 

Ralph Awe, Vicky Urtel, Sam McGrath, Dorothy  
Barkley, Clara Krejci, Bartley Kohel, Renee Holz,  
Jon Friel, Joanne Dahlin,  Lisa Larsen, Laura DePetro,   

Lorraine Schire, Kevin Portugue,  Mary Schultz,  
Peter Nyout, Oline Tolbert, Doug Lasker, Dolores 
Weir,  Carol Mrozik,  Betsy Dehler, Marion Hastings, 
Gene Pommerening 

 Weekly Social Media Post … Sometimes we suffer 

because of our own sin. Other times it's because  
people sin against. Still other times it's a result of  
our broken world. Whenever we suffer, God calls us 
to lament and cry out to Him because He is gracious 

and merciful.  
#stjohnwoodbury #Joel #Bugs #Lamenting 


