
 

 

Today we continue the season of Advent as we light our second 
Advent candle - the Peace candle, sing some wonderful Advent 

hymns and songs, and continue our sermon series called 
"Rising from the Ashes." Today we will focus on the account  
of the Israelites in Egypt. The book of Genesis ends with the 

Israelites in Egypt and one of their own - Joseph - in a position 
of great power. Then, Exodus begins with news that the  
Israelites had increased and grown prosperous in Egypt.  
However, a new king rose to power and subsequently  

enslaved the Israelites. As the book of Exodus moves along,  
we see how God worked through Moses to deliver the  

Israelites from the dumpster fire of slavery to make them  
His chosen people. Throughout worship today, you are invited 

to see God's power and might in the events of the Exodus.  
Likewise, you are encouraged to think about how God has used 

the hardest parts of your life to draw you closer to Him. 
 

Sermon Notes ~ “Rising from Slavery”    

 How did the Israelites end up in Egypt and how did 
they become slaves? 

 

 

 How did God rescue the Israelites from the dumpster 
fire of slavery? 

 

 

 What did God raise up from the ashes of the Israelites’ 
time in Egypt? 

 

 

 How are the events of Exodus connected to our en-
slavement to sin? 

 

 

 How have you seen God work through the worst mo-
ments to bring you closer to Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The  week  of  December  6  at  St. John!  

 Annual Meeting ~ Sunday, December 6 at 9:00 am … 

Please note that we will not have Bible Study or Sunday 

School. We will provide a recap of the previous year, vote 

on new board members, and vote on the 2021 budget. You 

can either participate in-person in the Sanctuary, from 

your car via our FM Transmitter, or via Zoom using this 

link - bit.ly/StJohnAnnualMeeting (passcode 012432). 

 Christmas Eve Feedback Form … A few weeks ago 

we sent out a brief feedback form in order to gauge what 

people are planning to do for worship on Christmas Eve. 

Thank you to all of you who have already responded! If 

you haven't done so yet, please take a few minutes to 

complete the form so that we can do our best to make 

Christmas Eve at St. John both safe and uplifting … use 

this link — bit.ly/ChristmasEveFeedbackForm. 

 Advent Service Projects … in place of in-person service 

projects on Wednesdays during Advent, this year you are 

invited to do these projects from your home. For the first 

week in Advent (11/29 thru 12/5), we are focusing on The 

Freedom Store (an organization that serves the homeless 

here in the Twin Cities). For the second week in Advent 

(12/6 thru 12/12), we will focus on LINC Twin Cities (a  

ministry that supports and trains multi-ethnic ministry 

leaders). Each week an email is sent out with details on  

the organization and at-home service project.  

 Music Focus for Kids and Teens … If you are interested in   

sharing your talents on Sunday, December 20 at 10:30 am, 

please let Mary Jo know your interest ~ instrument/name 

of the song/solo, duet or small group.  

 Year-End Giving … As the year comes to a close, you  

are invited to consider St. John when it comes to your  

year-end giving. As always, you can give in-person, online 

(stjohnwoodbury.org/give), or through the mail (1975 St. 

Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129). If you are interested  

in the possibility of donating to St. John in other ways 

(stocks, real estate, etc.), please contact the office 

(651.436.6621).  Thank you SO much for your generosity 

and faithfulness to St. John! 

 Missing Jacket …  somebody accidentally took Karl 

Schultz’ black XXL Eddie Bauer jacket with a Jeep car fob 

in the right pocket. If you mistakenly took it on Sunday, 

November 22, please contact the church office or Karl …  

 Weekly Social Media Post …  

History shows us that God works through the darkest 

times to show His power and draw us closer to Him.  

This was true for the Israelites when they were slaves in 

Egypt. And this is true for us in the year 2020.  

#stjohnwoodbury#2020DumpsterFire #TheExodus   

 Altar Flowers … The flowers beautifying the sanctuary 

this Advent season are given by the Don Lindeman family 

in honor / memory of Cheryl’s son, Todd Tuley, who  

celebrated his heavenly birthday on December 3.   

 In Our Prayers … Clara Krejci, Greg Guffey, Bartley Kohel, 

Renee Holz, Rock Gjermo, Jon Friel, Joanne Dahlin,  Lisa 

Larsen, Ruth Hagemeier, Laura DePetro, Lorraine Schire, 

Kevin Portugue,  Mary Schultz, Peter Nyout, Oline Tolbert,  

Doug Lasker, Dolores Weir,  Carol Mrozik,  Betsy Dehler, 

Marion Hastings, Gene Pommerening 

http://stjohnwoodbury.org/give

