
 

 

Today we continue the season of Advent, and with that, 
 we continue our Sunday sermon series called  

“An Old Testament Christmas.”  Throughout this series,  
we are focusing on the weekly Old Testament reading,  

examining the context of each prophecy, and seeing how 
they were ultimately fulfilled in the Advent of our Lord. 
Today, we look at Malachi 3, especially the first part of 

verse 1, “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the 
way before me.”  Malachi is the last book in the Old  

Testament and was written after the people of God had 
returned to Jerusalem after living in exile. The prophet tells 

the people that God will come to visit them, but before 
that happens, He will send a special messenger. Who is  

this messenger and when would He arrive? Jesus made it 
abundantly clear that John the Baptist was that messenger, 

which means that Jesus is Immanuel - God with Us. 
Throughout worship, you are invited to contemplate the 

person and work of John the Baptist and how God calls you 
to both listen to him and imitate him. 

 

Sermon Notes ~ “The Messenger”  

 Who was Malachi and what did he write about? 
 
 

 How would the people of Judah in the 5th century  
BC have heard Malachi's message? 

 
 

 How is Malachi's prophecy fulfilled in John the  
Baptist? 

 
 

 What did Jesus say about John the Baptist? 
 
 

 How are we to respond to John the Baptist? 

 
 
 

Central Point Of The Week …  
John the Baptist knew that he didn't live for himself -  

he lived for Jesus. As he said in John 3:30 about Jesus,  
“He must become greater; I must become less.” 

We are called to listen to John's words and also  

strive to be like him. 
 
 

Thank you so much for your  

financial support of St. John.  

If you would like to give online,  

simply scan the QR code and  

follow the instructions.  

 

 

 
 

The  week  of  December  5  at  St. John!  
Sunday Morning Bible Study …  This week,  

Pastor Dave will continue a 4-week study called  
“The Four Words of Advent.”  This week, we will  

examine the word “Peace.” … in the Fellowship Hall 
and on Zoom at https://bit.ly/StJohnBibleStudies. 

2021 Annual Meeting ~ Sunday, December 5 …  
Following the late service … you can join in-person  

or via Zoom ~ https://bit.ly/SJLCAnnualMeeting.  

This years’ Christmas tree …is decorated in a very 
specific way to remind us of the true meaning of  

Christmas: The evergreen tree represents Jesus Christ 
who is eternally God, yet was also born for us to show 

us His everlasting love and give us eternal life (John 3:16) 

… The lights represent all of God’s people - both those 
on earth and those in Heaven - who have been saved  

by grace through faith in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:1-9) … 

The red ribbon represents the color of Jesus' blood, 
which He shed on the cross for the forgiveness of  
our sins (Romans 5:6-9) … The white balls represent 
purity and remind us that because of Jesus’  birth,  

life, death, and resurrection, all of our sins have been 
washed away and we stand before God pure and 

blameless (Galatians 3:26-27) 

Birthday For Jesus … This Advent and Christmas  
season, we are partnering with The Gideons  

Int’l. to celebrate Christ’s birth by donating Bibles 
around the world in His honor. To participate, visit the 

display in the Narthex to get a donation envelope.  
Your donation will help provide for the  placement  

and distribution of Scriptures in some 200 countries, 
territories, and possessions throughout the world. 

Into The Future … 
We are ready to move on to the second part of our  

2 -year Capital Improvement Campaign. We are looking 
to upgrade our lighting and carpeting … especially in  
the Sanctuary. The early estimates for this project are 

around $40,000.  Please prayerfully consider continuing 
to support this campaign … use the special envelopes 

or give online at stjohnwoodbury.org/give. 

In Our Prayers This Week … Teddy Engelhardt,  

Ray Pederson, Lisa Larsen, Douglas Hillson, Finnely & Bailen, 
Pastor Vic & Joanne Meyr, Bonnie Gustafson, Maggie McCoy, 
Dale Marquardt, Joe Mac, Ginger Decker, Dave Bruder, Susan 

Borscheid, Carla Galbreath, Mike Nash, Patricia Franciskovic, 
Nancy Pederson, Aaron Koelman, Bartley Kohel, Sam 

McGrath, Dorothy Barkley, Clara Krejci, Joanne Dahlin, Kevin 
Portugue, Mary Schultz, Oline Tolbert, Dolores Weir, Doug 

Lasker, Betsy Dehler, Marion Hastings, Gene Pommerening 


