
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, September 9, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, September 13, 2020  |  Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                   “Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds” [LSB 867] 

 

 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796 | Public domain  

 

Invocation | Exhortation       

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession | Absolution    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                            Genesis 50:15–21  
  

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge against 

us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father 

left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your  

brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the 

servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  18 His brothers then 

came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said.  19 But Joseph said to them, 

“Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to  

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you 

and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                                Romans 14:1–12   
 

1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. 2 One person’s faith allows 

them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything 

must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not 

judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To 

their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  5 One 

person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of them should 

be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats 

meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives 

thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, 

we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 
9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the 

living.  10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister?  Or why do you treat them with contempt? For 

we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 

‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’”  12 So then, each of us will give an  

account of ourselves to God. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music               “Call It Grace” [Cheryl Stadler, soloist] 
CCLI License #3134458 

 

Holy Gospel                               Matthew 18:21–35 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister  

who sins against me? Up to seven times?”  22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-

seven times.  23 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his  



 

 

servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to 

him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that 

he had be sold to repay the debt.  26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with 

me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the 

debt and let him go.  28 But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 

him a hundred silver coins.  He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’  

he demanded.  29 His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it 

back.’  30 But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 

debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their 

master everything that had happened.  32 Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked  

servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers 

to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 

you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
  

Sermon                        “Faithfulness in Exile”  Daniel 1  

 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   

The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings | LMWL Mite Box            [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 
 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      

People: hear our prayer.    
  

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.  



 

 

Blessing  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  

mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 

sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  

darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                                  “Christ Be My Leader” [LSB 861] 

 

 

 
© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796.  Public domain 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Cheryl Stadler for providing special music and leading the hymns today! 
 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
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We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday, September 13 at 9:30 am  

worship service | faith stepping stones | outdoors  

… and a safe, socially-distant time of food and fellowship after the service! 


