
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021   
Sunday, October 3, 2021  |   Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

 

Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                      “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” [LSB 913] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 

   

Invocation | Exhortation   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
  
 

 



 

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

  

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                      Ezekiel 36:22–27  
 

22 “Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: It is not for your sake, people of I 
srael, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among 
the nations where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned 
among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the 
Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved holy through you before their eyes.  24 For I will take 
you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. 25 I will 
sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all 
your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and 
be careful to keep my laws.’” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
  

Epistle Reading                                       1 Peter 1:18–22  
    

18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 
without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last 
times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and 
so your faith and hope are in God.  22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.   
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                Mark 12:28–31 
   

 Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 12th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

The Greatest Commandment … 28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing 
that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most  
important?”  29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one.  30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’  31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment 
greater than these.”   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 



 

 

The Nicene Creed    

ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
 invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father   
 before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being  
 of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and 
 was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
 the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
 dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is  
 worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and  
 apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the  
 resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Hymn Of The Day                     “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” [LSB 704] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Sermon                       “Reengage” Matthew 28:16–20          
 

The LWML Pledge   
ALL: In fervent gratitude for the Savior's dying love and His blood-bought gift of redemption we  
 dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in obedience to His call for workers 
 in the harvest fields, we  pledge Him our willing service wherever and whenever He has need of 
 us. We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our 
 voice to sing His praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to  
 extend His Kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task of  
 bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen.  
 

Verse Of The Month  
 

Ephesians 2:8-10 … “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not from  
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s  

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 
 



 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      
People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake  
of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People:  Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessing   

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness for 
the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn             “Serve the Lord with Gladness”    

Text: Prof. Ernest Lewerenz 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  It is He alone  
Who redeemed us sinners, Guides us as His own 
To enjoy the blessings Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory Meet us face to face.   
Onward, then, for Jesus!  Let this be our aim:  

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  Glorify His name. 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  He gave us command  
To proclaim His Gospel Now in every land  

so that fellow sinners May, like us, be blest. 
Leading them to Jesus, We can serve Him best.  
Onward, then, for Jesus!  Let this be our aim:  

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  Glorify His name. 
 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  There’s no greater joy  
than to serve the Master,  Work in His employ.   
As we build His kingdom Angels, too, rejoice  
Over every sinner Brought to hear His voice.   

Onward, then, for Jesus!  Let this be our aim:  
“Serve the Lord with gladness!”  Glorify His name. 

 

 



 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 

 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!     
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

* Thanks to Heather Larson for leading the hymns this morning *  

+ October Worship Schedule +   

Sunday, October 3 ~ LWML Sunday 

Traditional Worship with Communion  

8:00 am  

Contemporary Worship with Communion  

10:30 am 


