
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, September 27, 2020  |  Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                               “With the Lord Begin Your Task” [LSB 869], vs. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796 | Public domain  

Invocation | Opening Sentences       

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: The LORD lifts up the humble; 
People: He casts the wicked to the ground. 
 

Pastor: Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love 
People: for they have been from of old. 
 

Pastor: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
People: according to Your steadfast love, remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 

 



 

 

Confession | Absolution    

 

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Old Testament Reading                                Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32  
  

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “What do you people mean by quoting this proverb about the land of 
Israel:  The parents eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge?  3 As surely as I live, declares 
the Sovereign Lord, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone belongs to me, the parent 
as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The one who sins is the one who will die.”  25 “Yet you say, ‘The 
way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear, you Israelites: Is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a 
righteous person turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die for it; because of the sin they 
have committed they will die. 27 But if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have committed 
and does what is just and right, they will save their life. 28 Because they consider all the offenses they have 
committed and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not die. 29 Yet the Israelites say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Are my ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?”  
30 “Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your own ways, declares the Sovereign 
Lord. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the 
offenses you have committed, and get a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel?  
32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live!”   
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                     Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18  
 

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being  
like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each 
of you to the interests of the others.   14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may  
become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”  Then you 
will shine among them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to 
boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink 
offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too 
should be glad and rejoice with me. 
   

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music               “I Will Bow to You” [Heather Larson, soloist] 
CCLI License #3134458 

 

Holy Gospel                               Matthew 21:23–32 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  



 

 

The Authority of Jesus Questioned … 23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the 
chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they 
asked. “And who gave you this authority?”  24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer 
me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from?  
Was it from heaven, or of human origin?”  They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of 
the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”  27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”  Then he 
said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”   
The Parable of the Two Sons … 28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’  29 ‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his 
mind and went.  30 Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ 
but he did not go.  31 ‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’  ‘The first,’ they answered.  Jesus said to 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax  
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.’”   
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
  

Hymn Of The Day                “How Firm a Foundation” [LSB 728], vs. 1, 2, 4 & 5 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Vs. 5  “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove,  
  My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;  
 And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 
  Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”  Public domain 

 



 

 

Sermon                          “Protection in Exile”  Daniel 3 
 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
    

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      

People: hear our prayer.    
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  

mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 

sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  

darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  

Amen. 

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 



 

 

Closing Hymn                “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name” [LSB 549], vs. 1, 3 & 7 

 

 

 
 

Vs. 7  Oh, that with yonder sacred throng, We at His feet may fall! 
 We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of all. Public domain 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Heather Larson for providing special music and leading the hymns today! 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 

1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN  55129 

Phone: 651-436-6621   

stjohn@stjohnwoodbury.org 

www.stjohnwoodbury.org 

pastor@stjohnwoodbury.org 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Sunday Worship  
8:00 am     

  

Outdoor Worship  
10:30 am   

   

+ Education Time at 9:15 am +  


