
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, September 15, 2021   
Sunday, September 19, 2021  |   Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost  

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn              “How Firm a Foundation” [LSB 728], vs. 1–3 & 5 

 

 

 

 
 

vs. 5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 
 My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 
 Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”   Public domain 

 

Invocation  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Exhortation   
   

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

 

 



 

 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading                    Jeremiah 11:18–20 
  

Plot Against Jeremiah …  18 Because the Lord revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed 
me what they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not realize that they had 
plotted against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
that his name be remembered no more.”  20 But you, Lord Almighty, who judge righteously and test the heart 
and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                     James 3:13–4:10  
    

Two Kinds of Wisdom … 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, 
by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven 
but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder 
and every evil practice.  17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,  
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace 
reap a harvest of righteousness.    
Submit Yourselves to God … 1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your  
desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what 
you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.  4 You 
adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore,  
anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says 
without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more 
grace. That is why Scripture says:  “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”  7 Submit  
yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come 
near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and 
wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he 
will lift you up. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                 Mark 9:30–37   

 Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

 



 

 

Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time … 30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not 
want anyone to know where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of 
Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” 32 But 
they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. 33 They came to Capernaum. 
When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept  
quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the greatest.  35 Sitting down, Jesus called the 
Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”  36 He took a 
little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes 
one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but 
the one who sent me.” 
   

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

Hymn Of The Day                          “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” [LSB 729] 

 

   

vs. 5 I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.   
 Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me must prevail. 

   

vs. 6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. 
 I am trusting Thee forever and for all.  Public domain 

 

Sermon                                “Reimagine”  Proverbs 3:5–8          
   

The Apostles’ Creed   
           

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the  
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      
People: hear our prayer.   
 

 



 

 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, hear us and all for whom we pray, as we rely on Your gracious plans for all we 
need; 

People: through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessing   

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness for 
the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                           “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” [LSB 733]  

 

 
 

vs. 5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, soon bears us all away; 
      We fly forgotten as a dream dies at the op’ning day. 
 

Vs. 6 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
      Be Thou our guard while troubles last and our eternal home!   Public domain 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 

 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
* Thanks to Jeanne Lohse for leading the hymns this morning *  



 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN  55129 

Phone: 651-436-6621   

stjohn@stjohnwoodbury.org 

www.stjohnwoodbury.org 

pastor@stjohnwoodbury.org 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

+ September Worship Schedule +   
 

Sundays, September 19 & 26  

Traditional Worship at 8:00 am  

indoors       

Contemporary Worship at 10:30 am 

outdoors  


