Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church
Woodbury, Minnesota

Wednesday, October 28, 2020 | 7:00 pm
Online Sunday, November 1, 2020 | All Saints’ Day
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome
Opening Hymn

“Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” [LSB 670], vs. 1–3

Public domain

Invocation | Exhortation
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Confession | Absolution
Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:

First Reading

Revelation 7:9–17

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes
and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our
God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” All the angels were standing around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God
for ever and ever. Amen!” Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and
where did they come from?” I answered, “Sir, you know.” And he said, “These are they who have come out
of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on
the throne will shelter them with his presence. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be
their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes.”
Pastor:

This is the Word of the Lord.

People:

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

1 John 3:1–3

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what
we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears,
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he
is pure.
Pastor:

This is the Word of the Lord.

Special Music

People:

“There Is a Higher Throne” [Cheryl Stadler, soloist]

Holy Gospel
Pastor:
People:

Thanks be to God.

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 5:1–12

Blessed are the poor in spirit … Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. He said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the
meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are
persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.
Pastor:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Hymn Of The Day

People:

Praise to You, O Christ.

“We Sing for All the Unsung Saints” [LSB 678]

© 1996 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796 | Public domain

Sermon

“A Year of Death” Revelation 7:9-17

The Nicene Creed
ALL:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Gathering Of Offerings

[online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give ~ or ~
via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129]

Remembrance Of The Faithful Departed
Pastor:

Let us remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, for they
were created by God to offer Him praise and thanksgiving forever. God gave new life to them
through Holy Baptism, nourished them in the company of His people at His Holy Table, and in His
mercy summoned them to His eternal presence so that they continue to serve Him forever.
[At this time, we remember those who have died since last All Saints’ Day.
As each name is read, the bell will be tolled as a sign of remembrance and of victory in Christ.]

+ Carol Jaspersen (December 14, 2019)
+ Herbert Lohse (January 31, 2020)
+ Susan Schmidt (April 11, 2020)
+ Derald Borscheid (May 9, 2020)
+ Glenn Jenkins (June 6, 2020)
+ Mathilda (Tillie) Schmidt (June 11, 2020)
+ Orville Brede (July 21, 2020)
+ Elizabeth (Tenny) Raschke (September 1, 2020)
+ Leon Schmidt (September 11, 2020)

The Prayers
Pastor:
People:

… let us pray to the Lord,
Lord have mercy.

Pastor:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.

People:

The Lord’s Prayer
ALL:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Words Of Institution | Communion [in-person only]
Communion Dismissal
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
People: Amen.

Blessing
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Send—Off Prayer
ALL:

Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my
sacrificial gifts. Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of
darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.
Amen.

Closing Hymn

“For All the Saints” [LSB 677], vs. 1, 2, 7 & 8

Public Domain

Announcements | Dismissal
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

Thanks to Cheryl Stadler for providing special music and leading the hymns today!

Sunday Worship | 8:00 am
Outdoor Worship | 10:30 am
+ Education Time | 9:15 am +
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