
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, October 25, 2020  |  Reformation Day (Observed)  

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                              “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” [LSB 657], vs. 1, 2 & 4

 

 

 

 

 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796 | Public domain 

 

Invocation | Opening Sentences   

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength; 
People: therefore we will not fear. 

 



 

 

Pastor: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
People: and are justified by His grace as a gift. 
 

Pastor: If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 
People: and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 

Confession | Absolution    

 

Pastor: Lord of hosts, 
People: hear our confession of sins and grant us Your mercy and forgiveness. We have not trusted 

in Your promised protection and strength but have looked elsewhere for help and refuge. 
You alone have provided the remedy for that which truly causes our separation, troubles, 
and death. For the sake of Christ, Your Son, our Redeemer, grant us forgiveness and  
deliverance from all that would keep us from Your present help. We ask it in the name of 
Jesus. 

 

Pastor: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
Because that river of grace and power has flowed over us in our Baptism into the death and  
resurrection of Christ, in spite of our fear, the LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our  
fortress.  By grace God has created each of us and everything that exists, and in the person of His 
Son entered our history and paid for our every sin and sin itself. In Christ’s resurrection, God’s 
promises have been made sure. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority,  
I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. The LORD of hosts is with us! The God of Jacob is our fortress! 
   

First Reading                          Revelation 14:6–7 
  

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 

earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people.  He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 

because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 

springs of water.” 
   

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                              Romans 3:19–28  
 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. Therefore no one will be declared righteous in 

God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.  But now apart 

from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between 

Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,  

because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate 

his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and  the one who justifies those who have faith in  

Jesus.  Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded.  Because of what law? The law that requires works? No,  

because of the law that requires faith.  For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the 

works of the law. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Special Music                   “Speak, O Lord” [Sue Cederstrom, soloist] 

 

Holy Gospel                              John 8:31–36 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

Listen to Jesus and be set free  … To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 

you are  really my disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  They answered 

him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall 

be set free?”  Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave has no  

permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed.   
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Hymn Of The Day                      “By Grace I’m Saved” [LSB 566], vs. 1–4 
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Sermon                               “What Does This Mean?”   
Romans 3:19-28    

 



 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things  

visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 

us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 

of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with 

glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  And I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one  

Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 
 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Lord of hosts, worthy to be exalted among the nations, into Your almighty hands we commend 
ourselves and all for whom we pray. Hear our prayer for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
People: Amen. 
      

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 



 

 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  
darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn          “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” [LSB 556], vs. 1, 2 & 4 
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Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Thanks to Sue Cederstrom for providing  
special music and 

leading the hymns today! 
 

 

 

Sunday Worship | 8:00 am  

Outdoor Worship | 10:30 am 

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  


