
 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2020 | 7:00 PM  
ONLINE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2020  |  TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
RINGING OF THE BELL | WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                     “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” [LSB 940], vs. 1, 2, 4 & 5 

 

 

 

 
  

Vs. 5  Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
 Though in essence only one, Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee, While we own the mystery.       Public domain 

 

INVOCATION | OPENING SENTENCES   

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 

Pastor: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods. 

 



 

 

CONFESSION | ABSOLUTION    

 

Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 

Pastor: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
 

Pastor: As we come and bow before the Lord to confess our sins, we admit that we have bowed down to 
other gods of this world and gods of our own choosing. 

People: We confess we have trusted in ourselves and others rather than in You. 
 

Pastor: We have failed to rely on You in all times. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
and against others in what we have done and left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart 

People: and have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We confess we have trusted in ourselves 
and others rather than in You. 

 

Pastor: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

People: let the field exult, and everything in it! 
 

Pastor: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

People: before the LORD, for He comes, 
 

Pastor: for He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in  
His faithfulness. 

People: Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 
 

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, God is a merciful and loving Father, of whom “there is no  
other, besides Him there is no God.” He has chosen you in the Gospel, which has come not only  
in word but with full conviction in power and in the Holy Spirit. Jesus died on the cross to redeem 
You. Through Him, in His stead, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                     Isaiah 45:1–7  
 

1 This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations  
before him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut:  2 “I will 
go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut through bars of iron.   
3 I will give you hidden treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, the 
God of Israel, who summons you by name.  4 For the sake of Jacob my servant, of Israel my chosen, I summon 
you by name and bestow on you a title of honor, though you do not acknowledge me.  5 I am the LORD, and 
there is no other; apart from me there is no God.  I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged 
me, 6 so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting people may know there is none besides me.  
I am the LORD, and there is no other.  7 I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create  
disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things.”     
   

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                       1 Thessalonians 1:1–10  
 

1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace and peace to you.  2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 
3 We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and 
your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, 
that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with 
the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators  



 

 

of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given  
by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s 
message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known  
everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of 
reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.   
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “I Will Serve the Lord All My Days” [Sue Cederstrom, Gary Einertson & Crystal Brutlag] 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                               Matthew 22:15–22 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar … 15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 
16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are  
a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by  
others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay 
the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”  18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you 
trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked 
them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”  21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.  Then he said to them, “So 
give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  22 When they heard this, they were amazed. 
So they left him and went away. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    

People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
  

HYMN OF THE DAY             “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” [LSB 851], vs. 1, 2 & 4 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION | COMMUNION  [in-person only] 
 

COMMUNION DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 

 

SERMON                              “Worship in Exile” Daniel 6 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

THE PRAYERS  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,     People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    People: Thanks be to God.    

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

 



 

 

SEND—OFF PRAYER   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  
darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN          “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” [LSB 819], vs. 1, 2 & 5 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs. 5  All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory. 
 Let all who know His pow’r proclaim, Aloud the wondrous story. 
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, For God is God, and He alone: 
    To God all praise and glory!    Public Domain   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | DISMISSAL 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!       

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Sue Cederstrom & Gary Einertson 
for providing special music and leading the hymns today  

and to Crystal Brutlag for playing the flute! 
 

 

 
Sunday Worship | 8:00 am  

Outdoor Worship | 10:30 am 

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  


