
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, November 4, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, November 8, 2020  |  23rd Sunday After Pentecost    

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                  “O Bless the Lord, My Soul ” [LSB 814], vs. 1–3, 5 & 6 

 
 

Vs. 5 He fills the poor with good; He gives the suff’rers rest. 
 The Lord hath judgments for the proud, and justice for the oppressed. 

 

Vs. 6 His wondrous works and ways; He made by Moses known, 
 But sent the world His truth and grace, by His beloved Son.        Public domain 

 

Invocation | Exhortation       

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  

 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession | Absolution    
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 



 

 

Old Testament Reading                   Amos 5:18–24 
 

18 Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord!  Why do you long for the day of the Lord?  That day will be 

darkness, not light.  19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered 

his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him.  20 Will not the day of the Lord be 

darkness, not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?  21 I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your 

assemblies are a stench to me.  22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not  

accept them.  Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them.  23 Away with  

the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your harps. 24 But let justice roll on like a river,   

righteousness like a never-failing stream!   
   

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                      1 Thessalonians 4:13–18  
 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 

not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and 

so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s 

word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not  

precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud  

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with 

these words. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music                 “City on the Hill” [Karen Robinette, soloist] 
 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 25:1–13 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins … 1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The  

foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars 

along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 

asleep.  6 At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’  7 Then all the  

virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our 

lamps are going out.’  9 ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those 

who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom 

arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  
11 Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’  12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 

I don’t know you.’  13 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”   
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.   
 

Hymn Of The Day            “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” [LSB 802], vs. 1, 2 & 4 

… please see next page  
  

Sermon                                            “Justice” Amos 5:18-24    



 

 

Hymn Of The Day            “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” [LSB 802], vs. 1, 2 & 4 

 

 

 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   

The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Gathering Of Offerings | LWML Mite Box  [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
  

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: for until Your return, we pray,     

People: come quickly, Lord Jesus. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God.    

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  
darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                  “How Great Thou Art” [LSB 801], vs. 1 & 4 

 

 

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

© 1953, renewed 1981 Manna Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796 

   
 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Karen Robinette for providing special music and leading the hymns today! 

Traditional Sunday Worship w/Communion at 8:00 am  

Contemporary Sunday Worship w/Communion at 10:30 am  

+ Education Time at 9:15 am +  

Online Worship Service on Sundays at 8:00 am   


