
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, November 15, 2020  |  24th Sunday After Pentecost    

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                            “O Worship the King” [LSB 804], vs. 1, 2 & 6 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Invocation | Exhortation       

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  

 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

 



 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

  

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Old Testament Reading              Zephaniah 1:7–16  
 

7 Be silent before the Sovereign Lord, for the day of the Lord is near.  The Lord has prepared a sacrifice; he 
has consecrated those he has invited.  8 “On the day of the Lord’s sacrifice I will punish the officials and the 
king’s sons and all those clad in foreign clothes.  9 On that day I will punish all who avoid stepping on the 
threshold, who fill the temple of their gods with violence and deceit.  10 “On that day,” declares the Lord, “a 
cry will go up from the Fish Gate, wailing from the New Quarter, and a loud crash from the hills.  11 Wail, you 
who live in the market district; all your merchants will be wiped out, all who trade with silver will be  
destroyed.  12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish those who are complacent, who are 
like wine left on its dregs, who think, ‘The Lord will do nothing, either good or bad.’ 13 Their wealth will be 
plundered, their houses demolished.  Though they build houses, they will not live in them; though they plant 
vineyards, they will not drink the wine.”  14 The great day of the Lord is near—near and coming quickly.  The 
cry on the day of the Lord is bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry.  15 That day will be a day of 
wrath— a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 
and blackness—16  a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the corner towers.  
   

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                         1 Thessalonians 5:1–11  
 

5 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,”  
destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are 
all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, 
let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk, get drunk at night.  8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on 
faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer 
wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake 
or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just 
as in fact you are doing. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Musical Duet                “Into My Heart” [Shayla Gleason & Mary Jo Mehrl] 
 

Holy Gospel                        Matthew 25:14–30 
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

The Parable of the Bags of Gold … 14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 

and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another 

one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of 

gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of 

gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid ... 



 

 

his master’s money.  19 After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted 
me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’  21 His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’  22 The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted  
me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’  23His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’  24 Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said,  
‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to 
you.’  26 His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  28 ‘So take the bag of gold from 
him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given more, and they will have  
an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”  

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.   
 

Hymn Of The Day              “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” [LSB 655] 
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Sermon                         “The Day of the Lord” 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11  
 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   

The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 



 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

 The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord in Your mercy,       

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  

People: Amen. 
   

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God.    

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness 
for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

  

Closing Hymn          “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” [LSB 660], vs. 1, 2 & 4 

 

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
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Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Shayla Gleason & Mary Jo Mehrl for providing special music and leading the hymns today! 

Traditional Sunday Worship w/Communion at 8:00 am  

Contemporary Sunday Worship w/Communion at 10:30 am  

+ Education Time at 9:15 am +  
Online Worship Service on Sundays at 8:00 am   


