
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, May 5, 2021 | 11:00 am  
Online Sunday, May 9, 2021  | Sixth Sunday Of Easter 

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                 “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” [LSB 791] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Invocation  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Exhortation   
   

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Special Music                             “Revelation Song” [Ed Rossi, soloist] 
 

First Reading                                Acts 10:34–48    
 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts 
from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the 
people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know 
what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around 
doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  39 “We are 
witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on 
a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen 
by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom 
God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  44 While Peter was still speaking these words, 
the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 
were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God.  Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being 
baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be  
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                                    1 John 5:1–8   
 

1  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves  
his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 
commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for 
everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 
5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  6 This is the 
one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. 
And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, 
the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                   John 15:9–17   
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this 
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as  
I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are  
my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my 
command: Love each other.  



 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

Hymn Of The Day                                “Christ the Eternal Lord” [LSB 829] 

 

 

 

 
 

vs. 5 Christ the ascended King, exalted high above,  
  Whose praise unending ages sing, whom yet unseen we love; 

When mortal life is past your voice from heaven’s throne 
 Shall call Your children home at last to know as we are known. 

 

© 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796.  Public domain 
 

Sermon                                    “Unbiased” Acts 10:34–48 
  

The Creed               Explanation of the Third Article 
 

Pastor: We learn from our First Reading today that the gift of the Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles as well 
as to Jews, which includes all the peoples of the world. Let us speak together the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed regarding the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord,  
or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with  
His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers,  
 



 

 

 enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 
Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins 
and the sins of all believers.  On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give 
eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true. 

  

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,   
People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Most merciful God, we thank You for all those faithful people whose words and actions have  
guided us in the past, especially remembering those no longer with us on earth, who now share in 
Your eternal presence. By the working of Your Holy Spirit, direct us to walk Your servant way 
throughout our lives, seeing each person through Your loving eyes, until that day when we stand 
in Your glorious presence in heaven.   

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 

 

Pastor:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you  in body and soul to life 
everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness for 
the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Recognition Of Mothers 
 

Pastor: Since 1870, the second Sunday in May has been designated as a time to honor mothers in the 
United States. In more recent times, expressions of appreciation and honor have been extended to 
grandmothers, great-grandmothers, and all women whose contributions to the well-being of chil-
dren have enriched society. Through the ages, many women have been remembered and honored 
by the Church. The closing hymn today, “For All the Faithful Women” celebrates Christian women 
throughout the centuries, thanking God for them.  Verse 2 is a new verse that honors mothers.  
The final verse is a doxology, most appropriate this day to glorify God as we express our thanks for 
the faithful women in our lives and in the ongoing life of the church.   

 



 

 

Closing Hymn                  “For All the Faithful Women” [LSB 855]  

 

 

 

 
 

vs. 2 We thank You, Lord, for mothers who Your great kindness share  
      Through loving deeds for others as emblems of Your care.  
 May we true honor show them and joyfully express 
      That they are gifts among us to cherish and to bless. 

Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
[Permission is granted to reproduce this text for use until May 23, 2021. The above copyright notice must appear on each reproduction.] 

 

vs. 4 All praise to God the Father!  All praise to Christ the Son! 
      All praise the Holy Spirit, who binds the Church in one! 
 With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still, 
      We sing glad Alleluias and strive to do Your will.          © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796. 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

* Thanks to Ed Rossi for providing  
special music this morning *   

Traditional Worship | 8:00 am      
Contemporary Worship | 10:30 am  

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  


