
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 | 11:00 am  
Online Sunday, May 23, 2021  | The Day Of Pentecost  

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                               “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” [LSB 913] 
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Invocation | Exhortation   

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
   

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Special Music             “Shine on Us” [Cheryl Stadler, soloist] 
   

Old Testament Reading                  Ezekiel 37:1–14    
 

The Valley of Dry Bones … 1 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 

Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I 
saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can 
these bones live?”  I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones 
and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these 
bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord.’”  7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on 
them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.  9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the 
four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.  11 Then he said to me: “Son 
of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are 
cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going 
to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my 
people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have 
spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading                                                      Acts 2:1–21   
 

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost … 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where  



 

 

they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.  5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they 
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language  
being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that 
each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; 
visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the 
wonders of God in our own tongues! 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this 
mean?”  13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”  14 Then Peter  
stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you  
suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days, 
God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will 
see visions, your old men will dream dreams.  18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out 
my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the 
earth below, blood and fire and billows  of smoke.  20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  21 And everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.’”    
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                            John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15     
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

The Work of the Holy Spirit … 26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father— 
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for 
you have been with me from the beginning.  4b I not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 
5 but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are 
filled with grief because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going 
away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he 
comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin,  
because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you 
can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.   
12 I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will 
tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make 
known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what 
he will make known to you.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

  

Hymn Of The Day                     “O Day Full of Grace” [LSB 503] 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

vs. 5  When we on that final journey go that Christ is for us preparing, 
 We’ll gather in song, our hearts aglow, all joy of the heavens sharing, 
And walk in the light of God’s own place, with angels His name adoring. 

   

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796.  Public domain  
 

Sermon                      “Miraculous, Friendly Fire!” Acts 2:1–11 

Pastor Dick Stadler    
 

The Nicene Creed                    

 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things  
visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us  
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again  
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the  
Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is  
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
 



 

 

Pastor: Merciful God, we thank You for all those faithful people whose words and actions have guided us 
in the past, especially remembering those no longer with us on earth who now share in Your eter-
nal presence. By the working of Your Holy Spirit, direct us to walk Your servant way throughout 
our lives until that day when we share in the marriage supper of the Lamb and in Your glorious 
presence in heaven. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 

 

Pastor:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you  in body and soul to life 
everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness for 
the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                       “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” [LSB 496], vs. 1, 3–5  
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Announcements | Dismissal 

 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!    
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

* Thanks to guest Pastor Stadler for leading the service and preaching this morning *  
* Thanks to Cheryl Stadler for leading the hymns and providing special music *   
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