
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 | 11:00 am  
Online Sunday, March 7, 2021  | Third Sunday In Lent  

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Song                                  “The Wonderful Cross” 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross 
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross; 
all who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an off’ring far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross 
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 

O the wonderful cross, O the wonderful cross; 
all who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name. 

 

Words and Music by Dennis Jernigan CCLI Song # 825356 / 1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc. / CCLI License # 3134458 
 

Invocation | Exhortation   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
   

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Special Music                  “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 
[Heather Larson, soloist] 

 



 

 

Old Testament Reading                  Exodus 20:1–17    
 

The Ten Commandments …  1And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  3 “You shall have no other gods before me.  4 “You shall not make for 
yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 
children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.  7 “You shall not misuse 
the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For 
in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  12 “Honor your father and your 
mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.  13 “You shall not murder.  
14 “You shall not commit adultery.  15 “You shall not steal.  16 “You shall not give false testimony against your 
neighbor.  17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 
or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                         1 Corinthians 1:18–31  
 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 
the power of God. 19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent 
I will frustrate.”  20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to 
save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.  26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you 
were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 
30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the 
Lord.”   
   

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                       John 2:13–22   
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 2nd chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

Jesus Clears the Temple Courts … 13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to  
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and 
cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves 
he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered 
that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  8 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can  



 

 

you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”  19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will  

raise it again in three days.”  20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are  
going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus 
had spoken.  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Hymn Of The Day             “Drawn to the Cross which Thou Hast Blessed” [LSB 560] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Sermon                                “Return to The Lord” Joel 2:12–17 
 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,   
People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: We ask Your gracious answers to the prayers of those near and dear to us, [including]. Visit,  
relieve, console, and uplift them according to Your plans, using us where possible as part of the 
answer to their petitions. These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly  
Father, grant to us for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

People: Amen. 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 

from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Words Of Institution  
 

Communion Distribution [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 

 

Pastor:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you  in body and soul to life 
everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness for 
the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                        “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” [LSB 427] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

   



 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN  55129 

Phone: 651-436-6621   

stjohn@stjohnwoodbury.org 

www.stjohnwoodbury.org 

pastor@stjohnwoodbury.org 

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

* Thanks to Heather Larson for leading the hymns this morning and for providing special music *   

Traditional Worship | 8:00 am 

Contemporary Worship | 10:30 am  

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  


