
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 | 11:00 am  
Online Sunday, March 14, 2021  | Fourth Sunday In Lent  

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                       “Christ, the Life of All the Living” [LSB 420], vs. 1, 2 & 6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

vs. 6 Thou hast suffered great affliction and hast borne it patiently, 
 Even death by crucifixion, fully to atone for me; 
Thou didst choose to be tormented that my doom should be prevented. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, dearest Jesus, unto Thee.   Public domain 

 

Invocation | Exhortation   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
   

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

 



 

 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                Numbers 21:4–9    
 

4 They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew  
impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable 
food!”  6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 
7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray 
that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.  8 The Lord said to Moses, 
“Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a 
bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze 
snake, they lived. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                              Ephesians 2:1–10  
 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the 
ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following 
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love 
for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is 
by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
   

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                       John 3:14–21   
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone 
who believes may have eternal life in him.”  16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not  
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in  
the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not 
come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the 
light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  



 

 

Hymn Of The Day                 “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” [LSB 704] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Sermon                           “Renewal” Joel 2:18–27 

 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,   
People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in 
Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen.  

 



 

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion Distribution [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 

 

Pastor:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you  in body and soul to life 
everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness for 
the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                        “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” [LSB 422] 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Traditional Worship | 8:00 am 

Contemporary Worship | 10:30 am  

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  


