WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
Woodbury, Minnesota

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2020 | 7:00 PM
ONLINE SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 | NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
RINGING OF THE BELL | WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

vs. 6

“Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing” [LSB 737], vs. 1–3 & 6

His wisdom never plans in vain, Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain, A blessèd ending makes.
Public domain

INVOCATION | EXHORTATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Pastor:
People:

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Pastor:

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

CONFESSION OF SINS | ABSOLUTION
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
vs. 7

“Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing” [LSB 737], vs. 7

Upon your lips, then, lay your hand,
And trust His guiding love;
Then like a rock your peace shall stand,
Here and in heav’n above.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 55:1–5
“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and
your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the
richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with
you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and
commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know
will come running to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with
splendor.”
1

Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING

Romans 9:1–13

1

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ
for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship;
theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs
are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever
praised! Amen. 6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are
Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who
are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this
was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 10 Not only
that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins
were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by
works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I
loved, but Esau I hated.”
Pastor:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Consider How the Birds Above” [LSB 736]
© 1998 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796
© 2004 Daniel Zager. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
People:

Matthew 6:25–34

The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Do Not Worry … 25 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 And
why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell
you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
34
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON

“Worry” Matthew 6:25–34
[Sermon series from Matthew - The Best of the Best: The Sermon on the Mount]

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
ALL:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS

[online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give ~ or ~
via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129]

THE PRAYERS
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

People:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
ALL:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION | COMMUNION [in-person only]
COMMUNION DISMISSAL
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
People: Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor:
People:

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

People:

SEND—OFF PRAYER
ALL:

Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my
sacrificial gifts. Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of
darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Lord of All Hopefulness” [LSB 738], vs. 1 & 4

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796. Public domain

ANNOUNCEMENTS | DISMISSAL
Pastor:
People:

Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.
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