
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, July 1, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online July 5 | Fifth Sunday After Pentecost   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                    “Before You, Lord, We Bow” [LSB 966], vs. 1 –3 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Invocation | Exhortation       

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 

  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

  

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

Hymn Of Praise        “Before You, Lord, We Bow” [LSB 966], vs. 4 & 5 

 

 

 
  

Vs. 5  And when in pow’r He comes, oh, may our native land 
From all its rending tombs, send forth a glorious band, 
A countless throng, with joy to sing, to heav’n’s high King Salvation’s song! 
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Old Testament Reading                                      Zechariah 9:9–12 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and  

victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  10 I will take away the chariots from 

Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken.  He will proclaim peace to the 

nations.  His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.  11 As for you,  

because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit.  12 Return to 

your fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
  

Epistle Reading                                                Romans 7:14–25a 
 

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.  15 I do not understand what I 

do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that 

the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that good 

itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot 

carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.  21  So  

I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my inner being  

I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and 

making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me 

from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!    
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
   



 

 

Special Music                                     “Christ Above Me”  
CCLI License # 3134458 

 

Holy Gospel                           Matthew 5:17–20, 33–37 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore  
anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  Oaths … 33 “Again, you have heard 
that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have 
made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, 
for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for 
you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond 
this comes from the evil one.  

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
 

Sermon                                 “Oaths” Matthew 5:17–20, 33–37 
[Sermon series from Matthew - The Best of the Best: The Sermon on the Mount] 

 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  

He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings          [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Prayers  
 

Pastor: We bring our petition to You, gracious Lord,  
People: hear our prayer.    
  

Pastor: Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the 
sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People: Amen.    
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 

evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 



 

 

Blessing  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                  “God Bless Our Native Land” [LSB 965] 
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Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 


