
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, February 17, 2021 | 11:00 am  
Online Sunday, February 21, 2021  | First Sunday In Lent        

 

Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” [LSB 435] 

 

 

 
Public domain  

Invocation | Exhortation   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
   

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
  

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our  
unworthiness and  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 



 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading                 Genesis 22:1–18      
 

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”  “Here I am,” he replied.  2 Then God said, 
“Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as 
a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.”  3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his 
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt 
offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the 
place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. 
We will worship and then we will come back to you.”  6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and 
placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 
7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”  “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  “The fire and 
wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  8 Abraham answered, “God  
himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them went on together.  9 When 
they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and 
took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham!  
Abraham!”  “Here I am,” he replied.  12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. 
Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”  13 Abraham 
looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and  
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And 
to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”  15 The angel of the Lord called to 
Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you 
have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your  
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 
possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 

because you have obeyed me.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                         James 1:12–18 
 

1 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the 
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.  13 When tempted, no one should say,  
“God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is 
tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has  
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  16 Don’t be deceived, my 
dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                        Mark 1:9–15   
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  



 

 

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus … 9 at that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 

John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 

Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with 

you I am well pleased.”  12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness 

forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.  14 After John 

was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he 

said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

Hymn Of The Day                “On Eagles’ Wings” [LSB 727] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002982 

 

Sermon                    “Bugs and Lamenting” Joel 1:1-20    



 

 

 The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your great mercy to 
hear and answer us.  

People: Amen.    
  

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you  in body and soul to life 
everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness 
for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

   

Closing Hymn                “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” [LSB 418] 
… please see next page  

Announcements | Dismissal 
Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Closing Hymn                “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” [LSB 418]

 
Tune: Public domain | Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002982 

Traditional Worship | 8:00 am 

Contemporary Worship | 10:30 am  

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  
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