
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021  
Online Sunday, December 5, 2021 | Second Sunday Of Advent  

 

Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                            “Prepare the Royal Highway” [LSB 343] 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain | Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002982  

 

Invocation  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. \ 

 

Opening Sentences  

 

Pastor: The Lord says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 
People: We thank You, O Lord! 
 

Pastor: The Lord says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, He is coming.” 
People: We adore You, O Lord! 
 

Pastor: The Lord says, “I the Lord do not change; therefore you are not consumed.” 
People: We praise You, O Lord! 
 

Pastor: The Lord who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 
People: We worship You, O Lord! 
 

 



 

 

Song During Lighting Of The Advent Wreath ~ The Candles of “Hope” and “Peace”  
           “Candles Burning Warm and Bright” [Mary Jo Mehrl] 

Prayer   
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all 
the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and 
let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   
 

Pastor: Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins 
to God and one another. 

People: Forgive us, Lord, for times when peace was lost, and moments when we never thought to 
love, for times when we oppress and offend and fight for things that kill us in the end. 
Forgive us all our sins and help us be in peace with all our kin. 

 Text: Copyright © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. All rights reserved. Used by permission 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
  

Old Testament Reading                               Malachi 3:1–7b 
 

1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 
will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says 
the Lord Almighty.  2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will 
be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify  
the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in  
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by,  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

as in former years.  5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers,  
adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and 
the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty.  
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your 
ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to 
you,” says the Lord Almighty. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                  Philippians 1:2–11 
 

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3 I thank my God every time I  
remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I 
have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in 
God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is 
my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may 
be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                                   Luke 3:1–20    
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

John the Baptist Prepares the Way …  1
 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a  
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, 
the rough ways smooth.  6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’”  7 John said to the crowds coming out to 
be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell 
you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  10 “What 
should we do then?” the crowd asked.  11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the 
one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”  12 Even tax collectors came to be bap-
tized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?”  13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he 
told them.  14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”  He replied, “Don’t extort money and 
don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.”  15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy  
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them.  19 But 
when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the 
other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

 



 

 

Hymn Of The Day              “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” [LSB 347] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Sermon                                         “The Messenger”  Malachi 3:1–7b 
 

The Apostles’ Creed    

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Verse Of The Month  
Galatians 4:4-5 … But when the set time had fully come,  

God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law,  
that we might receive adoption to sonship. 



 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: We pray, 
People: hear us, coming Lord. 
 

Pastor: You, O Lord, know the thoughts of our hearts and hear those prayers that come to You in sighs too 
deep for words. All our prayer we entrust to You in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

Blessing   

 Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.   People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my  
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness  
for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn                   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” [LSB 344] 

 

 

 
Public domain 



 

 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 

*thanks to Mary Jo for leading the hymns this morning *  
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1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN  55129 

Phone: 651-436-6621   
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We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation 

+ December Worship Schedule +   
Sunday, December 5  

Traditional Worship with Communion  

8:00 am  
Contemporary Worship with Communion  

10:30 am 


