
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 | 11:00 am  
Online Sunday, December 20, 2020  | Fourth Sunday In Advent     

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” [LSB 357], vs. 1, 2 & 6 
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Vs. 6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  Refrain 

Refrain   
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Invocation | Opening Sentences  

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  

 

Pastor: I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever; 
People: with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness, to all generations.  
 

Lighting Of The Advent Wreath      
  

Pastor:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  
People:  the light no darkness can overcome.  
 

Pastor:  Let Your light scatter the darkness  
People:  and illumine Your Church.  
 

 

 



 

 

Pastor: Today we re-light the first three candles of the Advent Wreath ~ the candles of HOPE, PEACE and 

JOY.  Now we light the fourth candle of Advent ~ this is the candle of LOVE.   

People: Jesus demonstrated self-giving love in His ministry as the Good Shepherd.  Advent is a 
time for kindness, thinking of others, and sharing with others. It is a time to love as God 
loved us by giving us His most precious gift. As God is love, let us be love also. 

 

Song During Lighting                “We Light the Advent Candle”  vs. 4  
  

We light the Advent candle and share the wondrous Word. 
With love, we tell of Jesus till all around have heard. 

God’s love is for all nations throughout His whole creation. 
We wait with growing light till God makes all things right! 

  

Prayer Of The Day  

  

Pastor:  Let us pray.  
People: Teach us to love, O Lord. May we always remember to put You first as we follow Christ's 

footsteps, that we may know Your love and show it in our lives. As we prepare for our  
celebration of Jesus’ birth, also fill our hearts with love for the world, that all may know 
Your love and the One whom You have sent, Your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Confession Of Sins | Absolution   

  

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may  
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading            2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16    
 

1 After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 
2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a 
tent.”  3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with 
you.”  4 But that night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying: 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is 
what the Lord says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in?’ 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the 
day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as 
my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I  
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’  8 “Now then, tell 
my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I took you from the pasture, from tending the flock, 
and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have 
cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest 
men on earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a 
home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at  
 



 

 

the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give 
you rest from all your enemies.’  The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a house for you: 
16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                   Romans 16:25–27 
 

25 Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus 
Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made 
known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might 
come to the obedience that comes from faith — 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! 
Amen.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel                      Luke 1:26–38   
  

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Luke, the 1st chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold ...26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 

Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of  

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly  

favored! The Lord is with you.”  29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of 

greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.  
31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since 

I am a virgin?”  35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is 

going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 
37 For no word from God will ever fail.”  38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me 

be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.   
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

  

Hymn Of The Day        “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” [LSB 386], vs. 1–3  
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Sermon                            “Rising From Death”  John 19–20 
 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

 The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,        

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People: Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Words Of Institution | Communion [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 

 

Pastor:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you  in body and soul to life 
everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Blessing   

  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.     

People: Thanks be to God.    



 

 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  
mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 
sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of darkness 
for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn       “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” [LSB 375], vs. 1–3 & 5 
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Vs. 5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing when by faith we grasp this blessing, 
And to You we come confessing that Your love has set us free. 

 

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!   
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Traditional Worship | 8:00 am 

Children’s Christmas Service | 10:30 am  

+ Education Time | 9:15 am +  


