
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, August 23, 2020  |  Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” [LSB 802], vs. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Invocation | Confession | Absolution         
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

People: Gracious God, with contrition and repentance, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We 

are by nature sinful and unclean. Daily we have sinned and done things we ought not to 

have done and have not done that which we are to have been doing as Your servants. We 

indeed deserve Your punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we 

come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is not in ourselves but in the merits of Your Son, 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us remission of all of our sins, and 

by the power of the Holy Spirit at work within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that 

reflect Your goodness and love. 
 

 



 

 

Pastor: God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications. By the command of our Lord and as His 
called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Hymn Of Praise            “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” [LSB 802], vs. 4  

 

 

 

 
 

Old Testament Reading                                  Isaiah 51:1–6  
  

1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who seek the Lord: Look to the rock from which you were 

cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; 2 look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave 

you birth.  When I called him he was only one man,  and I blessed him and made him many.  3 The Lord will 

surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts like Eden, her 

wastelands like the garden of the Lord.  Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of 

singing.  4 Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will  

become a light to the nations.  5 My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my 

arm will bring justice to the nations.  The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm.  6 Lift up your 

eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out 

like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies.  But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never 

fail. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                           Romans 11:33–12:8   
 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable his judgments, and 
his paths beyond tracing out!  34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been his counselor?”  
35 “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay them?”  36 For from him and through him and for him 
are all things.  To him be the glory forever! Amen.  1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  3 For by the 
grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.  
4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same  
 



 

 

function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We 
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 
accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, 
do it cheerfully.   
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music                       “Better Is One Day” [Gary Einertson & Shayla Gleason] 
CCLI # 3134458  

   

Holy Gospel                                 Matthew 7:13–14 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 7th chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

The Narrow and Wide Gates … 13 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 

that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 

to life, and only a few find it. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
 

Sermon                         “Two Paths”  Matthew 7:13–14 
[Sermon series from Matthew - The Best of the Best: The Sermon on the Mount] 

 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,     

People: hear our prayer.    
  

Pastor: The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. He will hear and He will bless us. 

People: Amen.    
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.  
 



 

 

Blessing  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  

mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 

sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  

darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” [LSB 922], vs. 1 & 4 

 

 

 

 
© 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796.  Public domain  

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Gary Einertson & Shayla Gleason for providing special music and leading the hymns today! 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 
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