
 

 

Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 | 7:00 pm  
Online Sunday, August 16, 2020  |  Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost   

 
Ringing Of The Bell | Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn                                “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” [LSB 528], vs. 1–4 

 

 

 
Public domain 

Invocation | Confession | Absolution         
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor: It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The section on confession in the 
Small Catechism informs and directs us with these words, which summarizes it well. 

 

People: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second, that we receive 
absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but 
firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

Pastor: Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His forgiveness. 
 

People: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your present 
and eternal punishment. By nature, I am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and deed, I 
have continually transgressed Your Law. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive 
me all of my sins, and grant me the power of Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful 
life. 

 

Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
People: Amen. 
 

 



 

 

Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Hymn Of Praise              “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” [LSB 528], vs. 6 & 7 
 

vs. 6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; The Lamb of God was slain. 
 His soul was once an off’ring made, For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

vs. 7 To God all glory, praise, and love, Be now and ever giv’n 
 By saints below and saints above, The Church in earth and heav’n. 

 

Old Testament Reading                             Isaiah 56:1, 6–8  
  

1 This is what the Lord says: “Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my 

righteousness will soon be revealed.   6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to him, 

to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and 

who hold fast to my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of 

prayer.  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house 

of prayer for all nations.”  8 The Sovereign Lord declares—he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather 

still others to them besides those already gathered.”   
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                                       Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32  
 

1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from 

the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew.  13 I am talking to you Gentiles.  

Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow 

arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brought reconciliation to the 

world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?  28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are  

enemies for your sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs,  
29 for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have 

now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order 

that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over 

to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.         
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Music             “Seek Ye First” [Dan Johnson & Shayla Gleason] 
CCLI # 3134458 

  

Holy Gospel                                   Matthew 7:7–12 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 7th chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

Ask, Seek, Knock … 7 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the 

door will be opened.  9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a 

fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12 So in everything, do to 

others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.    



 

 

sermon                           “Ask, Seek, Knock”  Matthew 7:7–12 
[Sermon series from Matthew - The Best of the Best: The Sermon on the Mount] 

 

The Apostles’ Creed             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   
The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Gathering Of Offerings      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

The Prayers  

 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,     

People: hear our prayer.    
  

Pastor: We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen.    
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our  

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but  deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen.  

Blessing  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

Send—Off Prayer   

 

ALL:  Knowing that the time is drawing near, may I by Your Spirit’s prompting, support the  

mission and ministry of my church with my personal witness, my earnest prayers and my 

sacrificial gifts.  Grant that through me, many may be saved from the kingdom of  

darkness for the kingdom of Your Light, through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord.  

Amen. 

The Words Of Institution | Communion  [in-person only] 
 

Communion Dismissal 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People:  Amen. 



 

 

Closing Hymn                             “Christ Be My Leader” [LSB 861] 

 

 

 
© 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012796.  Public domain  

   

Announcements | Dismissal 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thanks to Dan Johnson & Shayla Gleason for providing special music and leading the hymns today! 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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