
 

 



 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

MAY 3, 2020  
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER    

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” [LSB 525], vs. 1, 3–5  

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

INVOCATION | OPENING SENTENCES   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

People: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
 

Pastor: For He is our God, 

People: and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand! 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS | ABSOLUTION   

  

Pastor: Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking forgiveness and amendment of our lives as we 
follow the Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

People: Almighty God, we confess that we are indeed sinful. We have done the evil You forbid and 
have not done the good You demand. We do repent and are truly sorry for these our sins. 
Have mercy on us because of Jesus, our Good Shepherd. Grant that, by the working of the 
Holy Spirit, we may follow where He leads until that time when we, by His grace, come to 
dwell in Your house forever. 

 

Pastor: God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him for grace.  

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                   “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus" [LSB 685], vs. 1 & 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000  
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 

 

FIRST READING                        Acts 2:42–47 
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All  

the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to 

anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 

  

EPISTLE READING                                        1 Peter 2:19–25 
 

19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious 

of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer 

for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.  22 “He committed no sin, and 

no deceit was found in his mouth.”  23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he  

suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our 

sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you 

have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                      “Shelter Me” [Sue Cederstrom, soloist]  
 

Shepherd and sheep, my God and I: to fresh green fields You led my steps in days gone by. 

You gave me rest by quiet springs and filled my soul with peace Your loving presence brings. 
 

Refrain:  O shelter me, O shelter me: The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: All will be well if only You will only shelter me. 
  

    Yet now I tread a diff'rent way; Death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day. 

I cannot find Your peaceful place.  But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for Your face.   
 

Refrain:  O shelter me, O shelter me: The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: All will be well if only You will only shelter me. 
  

I will look back in days to come and realize Your faithfulness has led me home. 

Within Your house, I'll find my peace, trusting that in Your mercy You have sheltered me.     
 

Refrain:  O shelter me, O shelter me: The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: All will be well if only You will only shelter me. 
  

(Prayer based on Psalm 23 for use during the COVID-19 pandemic. Copyright permission granted by the composer, Michael Joncas,  

and the publisher for free royalty use for 1 year. As featured on KARE 11.) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                        John 10:1–10 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter.   

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  



 

 

The Good Shepherd and His Sheep  … 10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep 
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 
them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 
they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”  6 Jesus used this figure of 
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.  7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very 
truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  They will come 
in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.    

 
HYMN OF THE DAY                       “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” [LSB 649] 

 

 
Public domain 

   
SERMON                            “What Is the Church?” Acts 2:42–47 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS           [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

THE PRAYERS  
 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      

People: hear our prayer. 
 

 

    
 



 

 

Pastor: With gratefulness we remember those who already dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  Inspire 
us to pass throughout our earthly journeys with faith and hope as we heed the voice of our Good 
Shepherd and follow in His ways. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN                         “The Church’s One Foundation” [LSB 644], vs. 1, 4 & 5 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | DISMISSAL 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      

People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

Thank you to Sue Cederstrom for providing special music this morning! 
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