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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

 
WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN                  “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” [LSB 493], vs.  1–3 & 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 | Tune: Public domain 

 



 

 

INVOCATION | OPENING SENTENCES   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
  

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

People: Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor: Today is a day of celebration, grief, and anticipation. 

People: We celebrate our Lord’s triumph and reign. 
 

Pastor: We grieve that He is not physically present with us. 

People: We anticipate the coming of the promised Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 

Pastor: And we celebrate that His promise to always be with us remains and will never fade away. 
 

CONFESSION | ABSOLUTION   
 

Pastor: Though Christ is ascended on high and is seated at the right hand of the Father, ruling and reigning 
over all creation, there have been times when we have lived as though we rule and reign over our 

 own lives. We have lived as though Christ were too far away to matter. But our heavenly Father 
invites us to return to Him, confess our sins, and receive His forgiveness.  + Silence for meditation +  

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 

People: we confess to You that we are sinful and unclean. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we walk in Your perfect way and delight in Your perfect will. Amen. 
  

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. Christ is ascended, and all 

things are under His feet, including sin, death, and the devil. On account of Christ’s saving work 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven and restored. 
  

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended! 

People: Christ is risen and ascended indeed! Alleluia! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                    “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” [LSB 821], vs. 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Public domain 

 

FIRST READING                            Acts 1:1–11    
  

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was 
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his 
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 
them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was  
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  9 After he said 
this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  10 They were looking  
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                             Ephesians 1:15-23  
 

15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people,  
16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his  
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted 
when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all 
rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also 
in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC              “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” [Ed Rossi, soloist] 
Copyright: CCLI License # 3134458  

 

HOLY GOSPEL                        Luke 24:44–53 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A15-23+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29224a


 

 

The Ascension of Jesus … 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  45 Then he opened 
their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be  
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going 
to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.”  50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” [LSB 492] 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000 | Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON                         “Jesus’ Ascension and Us” Acts 1:1–11 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The  
third day  He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven   
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence  
He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS           [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 

THE PRAYERS  
 

Pastor: for we know that Christ is ascended. 

People: He rules and reigns in glory. 
  
  

Pastor: Finally, Lord, we ask for Your comfort for all those who grieve the death of loved ones,  
[especially . . .]. Grant them peace as they hope in the resurrection to eternal life. We ask this 
knowing that Christ is ascended. 

People: He is returning soon.  Amen. 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                       “Beautiful Savior” [LSB 537] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | DISMISSAL 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      People:  Thanks be to God.  
 

Thanks to Ed Rossi for providing our special music this morning and to Gary Einertson for leading the hymns  
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Those we Remember (Deceased) Those who Served (Living) 

Lauren Ashley, Army & Navy Kate Clinton, Air Force 

Paul Bjorlin, Air Force Mark Clinton, Air Force 

Sam Brown Bruce Dickey, Army 

Derald Borscheid, Army David Dickey, Air Force 

James Dickey, WW II (Navy)  Gary Einertson, Air Force 

Glen Dornfeld Donald Gilbert, Air Force  

Ray Fredrickson, World War II Tom Grezek, Sr., Army  

Jack Gustafson, Navy Ed Griffiths, Army 

Earl Hammes Bud Hansen, Army 

William Hammes, Jr.  Marty Hanson, WI National Guard 

Glenn Hodgson, W. War II/US Army Air Force Art Helmerick, Air Force 

Harlen Jeppesen, Army Glenn Jenkins, Navy  

David Kuhn, Marines Dale Johnson, Army 

Don Lindeman, Army Kyle Kazmierczak, Army 

Paul Markgraf Doug Lasker, Navy 

Paul Mertens Vance Lichty, Air Force 

Robert Meyers, Army Bruce Lindeman, Army Reserve 

Leonard F. Raschke, WWI Navy  Chuck Maag, Army 

Richard Reinhardt, Army & Korean War Earl Moquist, WW II (Navy)  

Albert (Bud) Richert WW II  (Army)  John Oyer, Army 

John Risch  Gene Pommerening, Army 

Louis Urtel, Army Edward Rossi, Air Force (Viet Nam)  

Rev. William Wenger, Army Chaplain, WW II  Lee Rupert, USN Submarine Service 

Those who Served (Living) Wilmer Schmidt, Army 

Larry Best, Navy, Viet Nam  Mark Selchow, US Army  

Orville Brede, WW II (Army) Dave Shields, Navy 

David Bruder, Army Rick Weber, Marines 

Rachael Bucholz John Wenger, Navy Reserve  

Hailey Clinton, Air Force (current)    


