
 

 

 



 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

 

MAY 10, 2020  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER    

 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN              “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” [LSB 464], vs. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

The Refrain is repeated after vs. 3  
Public domain 

 

INVOCATION  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS | ABSOLUTION   

  

Pastor: The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead.  All glory to our risen Head! 
Alleluia! (LSB 464:3)  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

Pastor: Even as we glory in the gift of eternal life, in that hope we spend our days in joyful repentance and 
faith. Let us confess our sin, the sin that still so easily besets us, and receive the full forgiveness our 
Lord daily provides for us. 

People: Lord God, though the strife is over, the battle done, and now is the victor’s triumph won, 
sin still hangs on. We are Your baptized people. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us into our 
Easter joy. 

 



 

 

Pastor: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE                       “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done” [LSB 464], vs. 4 & 5 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING                              Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60   
  

1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained 

against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So 

the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of 

the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who 

are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our 

attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.”  5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and  

Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid 

their hands on them.  7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, 

and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.  8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and 

power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members 

of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces 

of Cilicia and Asia—who began to argue with Stephen.  2a To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen  

to me!  51 “You stiff-necked people!  Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your  

ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? 

They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 

murdered him—53 you who have received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”  
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But 

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”   



 

 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named Saul.  59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
      

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                          1 Peter 2:2–10 
 

2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that 
you have tasted that the Lord is good.  4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but  
chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be 
a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be 
put to shame.”  7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock 
that makes them fall.”  They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were  
destined for.  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have  
received mercy. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.     
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                        “Marvelous Light”  
 

Into marvelous light I'm running, out of darkness, out of shame. 
Through the cross You are the truth, You are the life, You are the way. 

 

I once was fatherless, a stranger with no hope. 
Your kindness wakened me, wakened me from my sleep, now. 

Your love it beckons deeply, a call to come and die.   
By grace now I will come and take this life, take Your Life. 

 

Sin has lost its power, death has lost its sting. 
  From the grave You've risen victoriously. 

 

My dead heart now is beating, my deepest stain's now clean. 
Your breath fills up my lungs; now I'm free, now I'm free.  

  
Words and music by Charlie Hall, 2005 sixsteps Music | worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI License #3134458 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                        John 14:1–14 
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter.   

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.  
 

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”  

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you 
are going, so how can we know the way?”  

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now 
on, you do know him and have seen him.”  

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for 
us.”  

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?  
 



 

 

Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe 
that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own au-
thority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell 
you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. 14  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                             “You Are the Way; through You Alone” [LSB 526] 
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SERMON                                “Delicious Desires” 1 Peter 2:2–10 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED             

 

ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  died and was buried.  He descended into hell.   The third day  
He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven  and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS           [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 



 

 

THE PRAYERS  
 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,      

People: hear our prayer.  
  

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  deliver us from 
evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.   The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 

  

CLOSING HYMN                                 “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” [LSB 912] 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS | DISMISSAL 
   

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      

People:  Thanks be to God. 
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