
WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WOODBURY, MINNESOTA 

  

MARCH 29, 2020 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT   

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT  
“At St. John Lutheran Church, our purpose is to make and equip  

disciples everywhere by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior.” 
  

INVOCATION  
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                           “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” [LSB 819], vs. 1–3 
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OPENING RESPONSES  

 

Pastor: O Lord, open my lips, 

People: and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



PSALMODY | VENITE   
  

Pastor: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

People: O come, let us worship Him. 
People: O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation. 
Pastor: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him 

with songs of praise.  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.  In 
His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are His also.  The 
sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land. O come, let us worship 
and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.  For He is our God, and we 
are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

People: O come, let us worship Him. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                            Habakkuk 3:1–19 
  

Pastor: The Old Testament Reading is taken from Habakkuk, the 3rd chapter 
 

1A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth.  2O LORD, I have heard the report 
of you, and your work, O LORD, do I fear.  In the midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the 
years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.  3God came from Teman, and the Holy One 
from Mount Paran.  His splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 
4His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from his hand; and there he veiled his power. 
5Before him went pestilence,  and plague followed at his heels.  6He stood and measured the 
earth; he looked and shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the  
everlasting hills sank low.  His were the everlasting ways.  7I saw the tents of Cushan in  
affliction; the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble.  8Was your wrath against the rivers, 
O LORD?  Was your anger against the rivers, or your indignation against the sea, when you rode 
on your horses, on your chariot of salvation?  9You stripped the sheath from your bow, calling 
for many arrows.  You split the earth with rivers.  10The mountains saw you and writhed; the 
raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted its hands on high.  11The sun and 
moon stood still in their place at the light of your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your  
glittering spear.  12You marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the nations in anger.  
13You went out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed.  You 
crushed the head of the house of the wicked, laying him bare from thigh to neck.  14You 
pierced with his own arrows the heads of his warriors, who came like a whirlwind to scatter 
me, rejoicing as if to devour the poor in secret.  15You trampled the sea with your horses,  
the surging of mighty waters.  16I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound;  
rottenness enters into my bones; my legs tremble beneath me.  Yet I will quietly wait for the 
day of trouble to come upon people who invade us.  17Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be 
cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take 
joy in the God of my salvation. 19GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the 
deer’s;  he makes me tread on my high places.  To the choirmaster: with stringed  
instruments.  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                            Romans 8:1–11 
  

Pastor: The Epistle Reading is taken from Romans, the 8th chapter  



1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness  
of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous  
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but  
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law;  
indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  9You, however, are not in 
the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have 
the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to 
your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.   
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC           “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” [Ed Rossi, soloist]   
 

HOLY GOSPEL                     John 11:17–28, 38–53    
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter.   
People:   Glory to You, O Lord.    
  
17When Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was  
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to  
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 
that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who is coming into the world.” . . . 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of 
the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 
with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the Phari-
sees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
Council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48If we let him go on 
like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place 
and our nation.” 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, 
“You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man 
should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51He did not say this of his 
own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are  
scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 
  

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of Lord.   People:   Praise to You, O Christ.   



Pastor: In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

People: But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

SERMON HYMN                                “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” [LSB 685], vs. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000  Tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON                   “THE PROPHET PRAYS”  
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

ALL … I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He  
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.    



GATHERING OF OFFERINGS      [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

THE PRAYERS   
 

Pastor: We come, O Lord, with the dry bones of our broken hopes and disappointed dreams. Bind 
us up in Christ, that we may learn to pray with confidence, trusting in Your mercy to supply 
us with all things needful to us and to our salvation.     

+ Brief silence +  
 Almighty God, everlasting Father, You saw Israel in their despair and raised them up to 

hope by placing Your Spirit upon them. Join us together with the communion of saints in 
Christ, even though we must for a time stand apart. Raise us up from our weariness and 
grant us Your Spirit, that we may be strong in faith, bold in witness, holy in life and 
steadfast in hope. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor: O eternal Lord, Your Son has given us the new birth of water and the Word and planted 

faith in us, that we might be Your own children. Bless Your Church. Supply her with able, 
fearless and caring pastors to nurture us in Your Word. Raise up faithful fathers and those 
who will teach and pray in Your name in every Christian household. Keep Your Church in 
Your mercy, that she may believe without fear and love without limit even now. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor:  O God of power and might, You hold in Your hand all the might of man. Give to us good 

government and faithful leaders who will heed Your Word and pursue righteousness and 
justice. Bless and defend us against all destruction, especially from this deadly pandemic, 
and teach us to be patient and faithful citizens of this land, using ourselves and our  
resources wisely for the good of all. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor:  O merciful Lord, Your Son shed tears for Lazarus, whom He loved. Grant Your compassion, 

patience and endurance to all who suffer illness, who are troubled in mind or whose time 
on earth is short. Spare us from death now, but give us courage and comfort far stronger  
by Your power over death. Eternal God, You carry the grief of those who mourn and  
remember all who die in Christ. Give comfort to the grieving and peace to the dying, and 
give that same comfort and peace to us who live in the shadow and fear of death, that we 
would neither live nor grieve as people without hope but trust in You at every hour. Hear 
all our prayers, especially on behalf of (special petitions) . . . and for all those we name in 
our hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor: O gracious God, You daily and richly grant us all things we need for this body and life. Bless 

our labors, and grant us wisdom to use the fruits of those labors wisely and well, for the 
care of our families, for the poor in their needs, and for the support of Your work in this 
congregation. Preserve us from fear and greed as we live and work alone, and turn us  
instead in love toward our neighbors however distant. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.  
Pastor: O blessed Lord, Your Word continues to go forth and bear good fruit. Bless the missionaries 

planting churches near and far, bless those churches with whom we partner in the world-
wide work of the Gospel, and bless the congregations now struggling to fulfill Your bidding 
and do what You have called them to do in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor:  O Lord, God Almighty, through Your Son You have kept the promise of the ages and  

rescued us from sin. You have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death and 
made us alive in Christ forever. Sustain us in this hope, that we may endure the tests, trials 
and troubles of this life and be ready when our Savior comes again in His glory; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

People: Amen.    
 



COLLECT FOR GRACE   
 

Pastor: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought 
us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that 
all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   People: Amen.    
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

BLESSING  
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.    People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve you.     People: Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN         “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” [LSB 686] , vs. 1 & 4 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!      People:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 

Guided outreach plan at St. John during Lent …  
This week’s Outreach Step #5 … TALK and INVITE      

Now is the time to say something. Easter is two weeks away.  
Tell them why this is important to you and give them an invite to join you ~ online.  

(You may need to pray for courage, but God will provide.) 


