
Welcome to St. John Lutheran Church 
Woodbury, Minnesota 

  

March 22, 2020 
Fourth Sunday In Lent   

 

Our Mission Statement  
“At St. John Lutheran Church, our purpose is to make and equip  

disciples everywhere by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Savior.” 

 
Opening Hymn                                                    “By Grace I’m Saved” [LSB 566], vs. 1, 2 & 4 

 

 

 

Public domain 

  

Opening Versicles  
 

Pastor: This is the day which the Lord has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  

Pastor: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
People: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

Pastor: Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
People: slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
 

Pastor: Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 
People: let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

 



Pastor: Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 
People: He was bruised for our iniquities. 
 

Pastor: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
People: the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading                      Habakkuk 2:2–20 
  

Pastor: The Old Testament Reading is taken from Habakkuk, the 2nd chapter 
 

Then the Lord replied: “Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald 
may run with it.  For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not 
prove false.  Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.  See, the  
enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright—but the righteous person will live by his  
faithfulness—indeed, wine betrays him; he is arrogant and never at rest.  Because he is as 
greedy as the grave and like death is never satisfied,  he gathers to himself all the nations and 
takes captive all the peoples.  Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule and scorn, saying, 
Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion!  How long 
must this go on?  Will not your creditors suddenly arise?  Will they not wake up and make you 
tremble?  Then you will become their prey.  Because you have plundered many nations, the 
peoples who are left will plunder you.  For you have shed human blood; you have destroyed 
lands and cities and everyone in them.  Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain, 
setting his nest on high to escape the clutches of ruin!  You have plotted the ruin of many  
peoples, shaming your own house and forfeiting your life.  The stones of the wall will cry out, 
and the beams of the woodwork will echo it.  Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
and establishes a town by injustice!  Has not the Lord Almighty determined that the people’s 
labor is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?  For the earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  Woe to 
him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so that 
he can gaze on their naked bodies!  You will be filled with shame instead of glory.  Now it is 
your turn! Drink and let your nakedness be exposed!  The cup from the Lord’s right hand  
is coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory. The violence you have done to 
Lebanon will overwhelm you, and your destruction of animals will terrify you.  For you have 
shed human blood; you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.  Of what value 
is an idol carved by a craftsman?  Or an image that teaches lies?  For the one who makes it 
trusts in his own creation; he makes idols that cannot speak.  Woe to him who says to wood, 
Come to life!  Or to lifeless stone, Wake up!  Can it give guidance?  It is covered with gold and 
silver; there is no breath in it.  The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before 
him.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading                        Ephesians 5:8–14 
  

Pastor: The Epistle Reading is taken from Ephesians, the 5th chapter 
 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light (for the 
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out what pleases 
the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.  It 
is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret.  But everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light.  This is why it is said: 
“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 



Holy Gospel               John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39    
 

Pastor:   The Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter.   

People:   Glory to You, O Lord.    
  

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” 
said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.  As long as 
it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  After saying this, he spit on the ground, 
made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes.  “Go,” he told him, “wash in the 
Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home  
seeing.  They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind.  Now the day on which 
Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath.  Therefore the Pharisees 
also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and 
I washed, and now I see.”  Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 
not keep the Sabbath.”  But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they 
were divided.  Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It 
was your eyes he opened.”  The man replied, “He is a prophet.”  To this they replied, “You 
were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.  Jesus heard 
that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 
Man?”  “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”  Jesus said, 
“You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”  Then the man said, “Lord, I 
believe,” and he worshiped him.  Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that 
the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 
  

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of Lord.   People:   Praise to You, O Christ.      
 

Responsory  
 

Pastor: We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
  

Pastor: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

Pastor: We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

Sermon Hymn                            “Be Still, My Soul” [LSB 752], vs. 1 & 2 
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Sermon          “The Lord Responds … Again” 
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
  

ALL … I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the  
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
T everlasting. Amen.    
 

The Prayers   
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
  

Pastor: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
  

Pastor: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
  

Pastor: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 
all, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
  

Pastor: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 
travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 
and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
  

Pastor: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   



Gathering Of Offerings    [online at https://stjohnwoodbury.org/give  ~ or ~ 

via U.S. mail to SJLC, 1975 St. Johns Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129] 
 

Collect For The Word   
 

Pastor: Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. 
Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by 
the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives on reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   
  

Luther’s Morning Prayer    
  

ALL … I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

Blessing  
 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.    
 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 
preserve us. 

People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn               “Amazing Grace” [LSB 744] , vs. 1–3 
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Announcements And Dismissal 
 

Pastor: Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!    
People:  Thanks be to God.  


